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Unit One

As non-native English speakers, we learn English
basically through reading. The comprehensive ability

we gain through reading will be extended to our

listening, speaking and writing, etc.

= &

- The Language You Speak = 2‘. ‘&5

without Knowing
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In order to learn a foreign language well, it is necessary to

Practice Makes Perfect

overcome the fear of making mistakes. If the primary goal of language
use is communication, mistakes are secondary considerations that
may be dealt with gradually as awareness of those mistakes increases.

On the other hand, students should not ignore their mistakes.
Language learners may observe how native speakers express themselves,
and how native expressions differ from the way the learner might say
them. For example, a Spanish speaker who has been saying “l do it” to
express intention of doing something in the immediate future could, by
interacting with native speakers of English, observe that native speakers
actually say “I'll do it”. The resulting difference can serve as a basis for
the student to modify his way of using the present tense in English. But
a student who is unwilling to interact in the first place would lose this
opportunity to learn by trial and error.

Learning to read well is like learning to improve in a sport. There
are so many things to think of all at the same time. The inexperienced
tennis player, for example, must remember to bend his knees. He
must think of keeping his eye on the ball. He must remember to hold
his wrist straight and follow through on his swing.

The inexperienced reader also has to remember many things at
once. He must try to read in phrases, not word by word. He must
analyze new words, look for the main idea, note important details.
And at the same time he must read faster and faster. Both the
beginning reader and the tennis player feel frustrated, but practice
pays off for the higher and sharper skills. Reading well will become as
natural as hitting a ball well.

Target Reading Time -2l

Your Reading Time



Comprehension

Exercises

Multiple Choice
Complete the following sentences, or answer the following questions, by choosing
the best alternative (A,B,C,D) under each. Think carefully and, if necessary, refer back

to the text before you make your choice.

. According to the author,

A. making mistakes is a necessary process in learning a foreign language

B. mistakes are the first consideration that students should always bear in mind
C. students should learn to avoid making mistakes in learning a foreign language
D. students should never make any mistakes

. The purpose of language use is to

A. exchange ideas with other people

B. learn more about what is necessary

C. acquire information needed

D. understand people speaking another language

. Students learning a foreign language can learn from

A. native speakers

B. books alone

C. studying the present tense in English
D. playinga sport

. The reason that the author cites an example of playing sports in this passage is to

A. encourage students to play sports as it is important for them

B. show the similarity between the learning of a foreign language and the
improvement of playing sports

C. explain why it is necessary to play sports

D. teach the readers some basic knowledge of playing sports
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