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Beliefs can be understood as faith and customs. Different historical times, ethnic groups and regions have varied beliefs. In the undeveloped agrarian society, people in urgent
need of suppressing evil spirits and averting misfortune placed their belief on Gods and immortals like Zhong Kui and Door Gods with image of warriors, as well as on
worshipping ceremonies. In feudal society strictly defined by hicrarchy, imperial rulers treared birds and beasts as power and status symbol. Dragon is the symbol of emperor,
and bird is a token of civil officers, so people worship dragon and phoenix f.'or their embodiment of imperial virtue and supreme heavenly power. Each era has its own beliefs
and worships.

Different ethnic groups boast their own customs. Some believes in Buddhism and Shamanism, while others believe in Islam, Catholicism, etc. Belief is
the regional culture most extensively distributed of traditional Chinese culture. For instance, Fujian concentrates large population of Matsu, goddess of

the sea, Guan Gong the Daoist God of War reigns supreme in Shanxi and Jigong the mad monk has the largest followers in Zhejiang.

Where do folksy beliefs come from? Beliefs naturally evolve from life, farm labor and social activities of populace and they exert rallying and cohesive effect on the masses.
Paper-cuc art in early period originates from belief when women used to paste golden and silver foil cuttings onto their hair at the temples, and men used them in sacred
rituals. This can find its evidence in Du Fu’s poem, “the warm water washes my foot and the paper cut calls summons my spirit.” Paper-cut prior to Tang Dynasty existed in
the form of belief among the folks, and it has gradually developed into a means of practical decoration and fine arts in the industrial society. In 19305, the sclf{ntu-mnmg
paper-cut for window decorations of old times ceded place to new paper-cuts reflecting real life. As stated by Ai Qing in Northwest Paper-cut Collection, “This new paper-
cuts for window decoration will gradually replace old paper-cuts and become popular among the ordinary people.” Ifyou open the winning works album on Youyu Paper-cut
exhibition, from the first edition of “Xikou Culture’, the second edition of “Marriage Culture’, the third edition of “Spring Festival Customs Culture’, the fourth edition of
“Four Plants Culture” to the fifth edition of “Beliefs Culture”, you will gain insights into the multifaceted and innovative development of Chinese paper-cut art in the process
of showcasing real life landscape. All exhibitions have showcased the liveness and charm in modern day, capturing the fact that Chinese paper-cut art keeps pace with the
historical development. We have all the way from the source of Chinese paper-cut, and we can judge clearly its future trajectory. Beliefs are advancing with times. We should
revigorate beliefs and revive folk art through dynamic protection policies, sparking paper-cur artists to take initiative of creating and developing the art form of their own. This
is the pivoral issue facing modem-day culture and paper-cut art development. I fully agree with the point raised by Zhang Xingang, former President of City University of
Hong Kong, that carrying forward Chinese culture is not going back to the ancient times but to advance the modern and developing Chinese culture which contains diverse
elements; this new Chinese culture is not the resurgence of culture of King Wen and Wi of the Zhou Dynasty, Confucius and Mencius era, nor the revival of the flourishing
culture of Han and Tang Dynasty. We revere the feat and accomplishment of predecessors, but we stress more on the creativity and innovation of today’s generation; we are
proud of cultural tradition and beliefs of our people, but we are pleased to borrow from other advanced cultures; we take our root in modern-day, but we have set sights on the
furure,

People are full of abhorrence to witness money worship, hedonism and rampant corruption bred by belief crisis today. Holding belief-oriented paper-cut exhibition
is to awaken social conscience, belief of our people and respect for nature, and unquestionably will have positive effect on advancing social harmony and enhancing
moral ethics. Other factors contribute to the success and significant influence of all 5 Youyu exhibitions among national-level paper-cut competitions: 1) dedication
and meticulous planning by the host; 2) dream by exhibition organizer, Mr. He Chaoshan; 3) gencrous support from Mr. Zhang Laishuan, Chairman of Shanxi
Jiaochangping Energy Industry Group Company Ld. Through joint-efforts by three sides, a modern paper-cut art museum, peetless nationwide, is standing tall. I wish
that the paper-cur sycamore tree (Youyu Exhibition) can attract phoenix (artistic elites), making contribution to Chinese culture and art revival and the realization of
“paper-cut dream’”.

(Author of this article is the Director of All-China Folk

Artists Association’s Paper-Cutting Art Committee)
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Grand Prize

‘Waist Drum

Life Tree  Harmonious Union
Ancient Folk Beliefs in Hedong Region

Special Contribution Award
Hen-capturing Kid

Luck-secking

Prosperity Brought by the Dragon and
Phoenix

Fortune-praying Festival on the Loess
Plateau

Special Award

Son God

Girl with Hair Knots
Harmonious Twin Deities

Gold Award

Life Tree :

Mountain  God-willow Mother
Rack Flower

Shui People Belief and Customs
Hundred Tigers

Help to Get Good Luck
Emotional Dream

Pray for Happiness and Fortune
Human Guarding God

Dai Hometown with Buddha Aura

Silver Award

Joyful Baby Girl

Wash Stone Roller to Pray Rain
Dai Sand-piling Festival

Double Happiness in the Hall
Taoist Goddess and 36 Court Maids
Pray Rain *

Vinegar Empress

Flying Apsaras

Golden Snake Greets New Year
Manchu People Sacrifice Ceremony
Circle of Life

12 Animals in Chinese Zodiac
Magic Curtain

Pray Rain

Rack Flower

Ancestor God and
Mountain-opening God
Rain-praying to Luck to Farming Houschold
Sea Worship

Lucky Baby

Peace and Prosperity

Totem Column

Legend of King Yelang

Enjoy Life of Happiness

Hejin Belief Calendar

Shehuo Carnival Costume
Bygone “Eight Banners®

In Sleep until Daybreak

Pray for Rain

Lucky Goats Gather Wealth
Kitchen God

Bronze Award

Mei Mountain Whimsical Lion
Hundred Phoenixes

Stupa

Sacrifice

Dragon Boat Festival Season
Octagonal Drum Thunder God
Lotus Seed

Virtuous Rule Realizes Long-held Dream
Nine-headed Bird

Legend of Dragon and Phoenix
Taishi Shaobao

February Rooster Festival

Aobao Ceremony

111
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118
119
120

121
122
123
124
125
126
127

128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

136

137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144

Snake Worshipping Custom 145
Deer-God

Chopsticks Flower 146
Back to Parental Home 147
Snake Holds Peace 148
Descendants of the Dragon 149
Lucky Tiger Safeguards Peace 150
Love for Loess 151
Reproduction 152
Goddess Matsu Heralds in Luck 153
Legend of Goddess Matsu 154
Golden Rooster Heralds in Dawn

Born into a Legendary Family 155
Worship Flower God 156
Deer Turn head 157
Sun and Moon 158
Dance of the Golden Snake 159
Archery 160
Offer Children-born Noodles 161
Life Tree 162
Longzhong Paper-cut

Girl with Hair Knot Sits on Lotus

Circle of Life 163
Ningxia Phoenix Stele 164
Believe in Dream, Sound of Nature 165
Stupa 166
Lotus-sitting Goddess Guanyin 167
Crow Saves Life 168
Legend of White Rabbit 169
Life Tree

Stir up Spring 7
No.1 Drum in the World 171
Five Blessings };;
Genghis Khan 174
Yang Generals 175
Nature

Fisherman’s Eyes i;g
Invited Works 1_7/2
Spirit Snake Shows Gratitude

Peony Fairy

Door God ig(l)
Flame Flower 182
Auspicious Rooster on Earthly Branches 183
Buddha Preaches 184
Girl with Hair Knots 185
Warrior Aihu 186
Scissor Flower Cut 187
‘Wang Xiang Lay Down on the Ice to 188
Fetch Carp for His Stepmother 189
Li Xiang Lay Down on the Ice to Ferch 194
Carp for His Wife 191
Connubial Bliss and Fertility 192
Streamer 193
Miao Heroine 194
Rooster 195
Summon Ghost 196
Tea Pot 197
Prosperity Brought by the Dragon and
Phoenix 198
Mammy People 199
One Woman Worships 200
Wind-following Flag 201
‘Window Decoration 202
Deer and Cranes Share Spring

Lotus Bucket 203
Zhen Zifang

Farewell to Rain God 204
Shrine Decoration 205
Wedding Flower 206
Mouse of Marriage 207
Buddha World 208
Flour-made Food in Baby Face Shape 209
Laozi Delivers Elixir of Life 210
Send Sickened Baby 211
Frog 212
Eight Immortals 213

Luck, Fortune and Longevity Stars
Shining

Child-bearing Beliefs

Lamp Decorations

Paper Memorial

Dkang Legend

Wedding Flower at Box Bottom
Midwife

Joyful Giant Salamander
Butrerfly

Five Sons Passing the Imperial
Examination

Gourd

Sea Goddess

Clairvoyant Buddha

Mongol Ancient Totem Worship
Hanyi Ghost Festival

Sunflower

Zhaojun comes out the frontier
Paper-ripping art

Outstanding Works

Spring River Flower Lamp

Legend of Goddess Matsu

Lotus Baby

Rain-praying

Welcome Happiness and Luck

Tiger Pillow

Dou Village Flower & Fruit Decorated
Giant Candle

Good Fortune

Dragon -boar Festival

Safety to offspring

Celebrate New Year

Legendary Animal Guarding Door
Shaman

Mammy People

Peach to Wish Longevity

Rain-praying

Traditional Spinning by Hainan Li Ethnic
Group

Shaman Goddess

Hundred Roosters Enjoy Happiness
Ham Decoration

Zhuang Ethnic Group Fire-cat Dance
Manchu Princess

Sea goddess

Luck, Fortune, Longevity and Joy
Golden Snake Offers Good Fortune
Hen-capturing Kid

Zhong Kui

February 19th God Worship Ceremony
Bowl Dance

Liangshan Yi Ethnic Group Beliefs
Ancient Cosmetic Treatment

Manchu Totem

Legend of Horsehead String Instrument
Li Ji Slays Snake

Dragon, phoenix, Happiness and
Longevity

12 Animals in Chinese Zodiac

Mud Ghost

King Yu Worship Ceremony

Life Tree

Fu Xi and Nii Wa Measure Heaven and
Earth

Lantern Spectacle to Pray for Bumper
Harvest and Good Fortune

Lion Offers Auspiciousness

Yi Ethnic Group Belief 8-character Figure
Nii Wa Created Man

Cloud-patterned Adornment

Into the Setting

Eight Sea Delicacies of Weihai
Fish-catching Kid

Songhua River God Worshipping Song
Longevity Peach

Owl
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