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Part One

Time: 4-5 minutes

Good morning. My name is Joe Smith. Could I have your name please?
Can I see your ID and passport please?
Now, in this first part of the test I'm going to ask you some general questions about
yourself.
First I'd like to talk about your hometown.

®  Where is your hometown?

e  Which places should tourists visit?

e [s there anything‘you don’t like about your hometown?
OK, let’s move on to weather.

e  What’s the weather (usually) like in your hometown?

e  What’s your favourite weather? (Why?)

® Do you watch the weather forecasts?

® Does the weather ever affect what you do?

Part Two

Time: 3-4 minutes

Now, I will give you a topic. You have one minute to read the instructions in the box and
prepare an answer. You can make some notes if you wish. After your preparation time has
ended, please speak for 1 to 2 minutes on this topic.

Cue Card

Describe an environmental problem that has occurred in your country.
You should say:

® the cause of the problem

® what effect it has had on your country

® the steps, if any, that have been taken to solve this

Explain why you think this problem is so important to solve.
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® Are other people concerned about this problem?

® Do you talk about it with your friends?

Part Three

Time: 4-5 minutes

We’ve been talking about an environmental problem in your country, and I'd now like to

ask you some questions related to this.

First, let’s consider global environmental problems.

1. Tell me about some of the environmental problems that are affecting the world these
days.

2. Do you think that governments around the world are doing enough to tackle the
problems?

3. Why do some people not consider environmental problems to be serious?

Now we’ll look at environmental problems and disasters caused by humans.
1. What do you consider to be the world’s worst environmental disaster caused by humans?
2. Why do you think environmental disasters caused by humans happen?

3. Do you think there will be more environmental disasters caused by humans in the future?

Thank you. That is the end of the speaking test.
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Part One

Good morning. My name is Joe Smith. Could I have your name, please?
My name is Chris Smith.
Can I see your ID and passport please?

Yes, certainly. Here you are.




BT HEHESN

Now, in this first part of the test I'm going to ask you some questions about yourself.
First I'd like to ask about your hometown.
Where is your hometown?

My hometown is in the south of England. I live in the countryside on a farm. We don’t

have any neighbour. There are grasslands after grasslands and the scenery is beautiful.

Which places should tourists visit?
There are lots of places for tourists to visit. The most popular one is the forest where

people can go hiking or cycling.

Is there anything you don’t like about your hometown?
Yes. The biggest problem is that it is a bit boring sometimes. Besides, it is too hot for
me in summer.

OK, let’s move on to weather.

What’s the weather (usually) like in your hometown?
It depends on the season, but most of the time it’s really hot in my hometown. And it’s

been getting hotter and hotter in recent years ... maybe one big reason is global warming.

What’s your favorite weather? ( Why?)
Cool weather. It makes me feel really comfortable and ready to go out any time of the
day. Just imagine sitting in the park, reading a book in the sunshine with the wind gently

blowing through your hair. Isn’t that awesome?

Do you watch the weather forecasts?
Rather than the weather forecasts shown on TV, I often look at the ones on my smart
phone — you know, there’re some applications that help predict the weather conditions for

up to a week)

Does the weather ever affect what you do?

Yes, of course. For example, I tend to get really lazy in the winter, all because of the
cold weather. All I want to do is to get some nice sleep under my warm blanket and never
have to leave the comfort of my home, and this seriously affects my work and study

sometimes.
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Part Two

Describe an environmental problem that has occurred in your country.

OK, I'm going to talk about a problem with the environment in my country.

One of the most serious problems at the moment is flood. This happens every year and
each year it seems to get worse. I think it may be caused by a number of factors. Firstly
there has been a lot of deforestation in the north of the country, a lot of it from illegal
logging. Because of this, when it rains the water has nothing to soak it up so it just runs
down the mountains and into the villages and towns. Another factor may be global
warming. Scientists believe that this is causing more severe weather so this may account for
the increasing amount of rain that we seem to be seeing. It also means the soil is drier so
again the rain water runs off it rather than being soaked up.

Unfortunately , there have been really serious effects on my country. As I said, the
excess water runs into the villages and the towns through the rivers and the rivers then
overflow causing massive flood. This affects thousands of people who then become
homeless. Several hundreds usually die each year as well. It travels through the country as
it starts in the north and goes down to the sea, so it can affect many towns and the capital
city too. This also has repercussions for the government as they have to spend so much
money managing the disaster each year.

The government is trying to tackle the problem, but it is not easy. They are trying to
stop so much deforestation but a lot of the damage has already been done. So what can
they do? They are also starting to build defenses such as walls along some of the major
rivers that run through the town to try to stop them overflowing. Another thing they are
doing is trying to improve their response systems. In most towns there is now a government
organization responsible for coordinating relief operations and making sure they are
prepared in advance.

I think this problem is a top priority to solve because it has such devastating impacts.
As I mentioned before , it causes suffering for so many people and it is also a huge expense
for the government and as we are not a rich country we cannot afford this. It means that
other services suffer because of a lack of money. There are other problems that my country
has but I think this problem is by far the worst.

So, that is the serious problem in my country, and I only hope that it does not

continue to get worse.
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Part Three

Tell me about some of the environmental problems that are affecting many countries these
days.

Well , there are a lot at the moment. Although it has not been proven for sure, there is
a great deal of consensus about the fact that global warming is leading to severe weather
change and this is resulting in many problems. We are seeing a lot of countries with the
same problems that they have always had but on a much larger scale. For example, in the
United States there seem to be far more hurricanes and tornadoes than in the past, with
more devastating effects. There seems to constantly be news of serious flood in many
countries from Asia to Europe. Forest fires also seem to be getting worse , particularly each

year in Australia.

Do you think that governments around the world are doing enough to tackle the problems?

No, usually I don’t think they are doing enough. There are countries that do what they
can do to help their people when problems occur and they are trying to come up with
measures to mitigate the effects but when it comes to the major issue of global warming
countries are not doing enough. We see time and again that no agreement can be made on
how to reduce carbon footprints. This is usually because governments know that to make a
serious reduction in carbon dioxide emissions they will have to sacrifice economic growth
and they are not prepared to do this. Governments know that if there is economic decline ,

then they will be voted out.

Why do some people not consider environmental problems to be serious?

I think there are several reasons for that. In some cases it is simply because people are
not affected on a day-to-day basis so it does not concern them. They just see it on the news
affecting other people. It does not mean they do not care but they will soon forget about it.
Also , some big organizations can be responsible for putting the wrong information out. For
example , oil companies have a vested interest in making sure people do not believe in
global warming as it could affect their profits, so they play the issue down. Also, some
people think as it is a long-term problem, they will be dead by the time it will affect them

so they think it is not important for them)
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