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Introduction

For generations, the Tibetan people have been living on the Tibetan Plateau.
They have a long history and a splendid culture. The number of Tibetan classics is
second only to that of Chinese.

According to the Sixth National Census in 2010, there are 6.20 million
Tibetans living in China. They are mainly living in the Tibet Autonomous Region
and Tibetan Autonomous Prefectures in Qinghai, Sichuan. Gansu and Yunnan.

From the legendary King of Nyatri Tsenpo until today. Tibetans have always
called themselves “Bod”. History books in the Tang Dynasty recorded the
Tibetans by the name of “Tubo”. There were also names such as “ Western
Barbarian”, “Tubote”. *“Tubaite” and “Tanggute” in the subsequent Chinese
historical records. In the 38th year of the Kangxi reign (1699), the term
“Zangren” lirst appeared in Veritable Records of the Qing Dynasty. In the late
Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China, the term *Zangzu” made its
appearance. This gradually became the Chinese term for the Tibetan people.

The Tibetan language is generally divided into three major dialects, namely
the Utsang dialect, the Khams dialect and the Amdo dialect. Each of them is
composed of several subdialects, and they are not mutually intelligible. However,
all Tibetan regions use the same script. Since the Utsang dialect has kept up the
pace of the development of written script, all of the expressions of the spoken
language can be recorded in writing, Concerning the Khams and Amdo dialects,
some ancient and regional dialects do not have their counterparts in written
language. and the spoken languages themselves fail to catch up with the modern
Tibetan script.

In the 6th century, the Tibetan ancestors used the Zhangzhung language to
record all kinds of knowledge. During the 7th century, a new script was invented
on the basis of Zhangzhung, and later became Tibetan script used today. From

that period, the Tibetans started to translate Indian Buddhist sutras. During the
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reign of Tibetan King Trisong Detsen in the late 8th century, the government
organized several translators to compile a catalogue of all the Buddhist scriptures
that had been translated to Tibetan in Stongthang. and after the precise correction
and collation, the catalogue was titled Denkar. Later, many Buddhist scriptures
and texts stored in Samye were also catalogued to make another book Karchag
Chim puma. A third catalogue named Karchag Phangthangma was made with
the Buddhist scriptures stored in Phangthang. a place in Central Tibet. These are
significant because they were not only the embryonic form of The Tibetan
Buddhist Canon s but also the first catalogues and collections of Tibetan Buddhist
scriptures. These three catalogues were accomplished at the beginning of the 9th
century. Karchag Phangthangma and Denkar are still extant, but Karchag
Chim puma is never found. Creation of these three major catalogues serves as the
foundation of the traditional Tibetan bibliology. as well as the model of compiling
and preserving archaic scriptures and texts.

There are more than ten large series of Tibetan classics, including Kangyur
Tengyur, Rinchen Terdzé and Nyingma Gyubum. Kangyur and Tengyur are
the most famous ones. which have 330 volumes in total, mainly involving
religion, history, philosophy, literature, medicine, calendrical calculation.
language. architecture and art. which suggests their competence for being
encyclopedic multi-volume series.

The Tibetan Buddhist Canon collects the most sacred texts of Bon religion,
which can be divided into two parts. namely, Kangyur and Tengyur. Kangyur
consists of works supposed to have been dictated by Shenrab Miwo, the founder of
Bon religion in Tibet, while Tengyur consists of commentaries. treatises and
abhidharma works to interpret Shenrab Miwo’s theory. There are two kinds of
classics in The Tibetan Buddhist Canon : the written and the oral. Written classics
are unearthed documents buried by earlier ancestors. while oral classics are the
scriptures which Shenrab Miwo and other Buddhas have dictated and have been
passed down through generations by word of mouth.

Among these massive classics of both Bon religion and Buddhism. most are
woodblock editions and manuscripts collected by monasteries, Handwritten copies
are scarce and mostly owned by private collectors. However, many of these

handwritten copies have a longer history. Therefore we mainly choose handwritten
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copies in this collection. For instance, mo rstis ri mo is published for the first
time. and even many experts on Bon culture only heard of its existence. It
contains much information about the Five Elements of Nature. the Nine Squares
and Eight Diagrams, the Twenty-Eight Lunar Mansions. the Twelve Zodiac
Signs., the Transmigration, the Bardo. etc. There are other precious classics
recording folk religious ceremonies of Bon and preserving considerable ancient
customs. such as drang srong gzavi vdon chen bzhugs sho. drang srong gzavi
mo gar vdos bzhugs sho. bgegs snams kun vdzoms ., ma mchog byams ma chen
mo gzungs dzhugs sho s vdos kyis gser skyems dbus phyogs lags sho and drang
srong gzavi vkhrugs thag becad pa la bstan sho. Sman vbum bya ra lugs gsum
dbus phyogs lags sho is a medical book about making the medicine for sacrificing.
Me sbrul lovi lo tho and lcags bya lovi lo tho combine with the calendar of the
Han nationality and act as important references for studying the calendar
communication between the Han and the Tibetan people. All these classics are
published for the first time and will turn a new page in the research of the Tibetan
history.

Prof. Thubten Phuntsok. Prof. Tsering Thar and Wang Zhi (a PhD
candidate at Sichuan University) offered their generous help. Without their
supports I could never have finished collecting the classics. Therefore 1’d like to

express my heartfelt thanks.
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