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Abstract

Emphasis is a common and important language phenomenon that involves
almost every aspect of natural language ranging from phonetic, semantic, gram-
mar to pragmatic. Most of the previous research on emphasis is concerned with
describing and summarizing the emphatic forms rather than constructing a se-
mantic category and thereby making the study systematically. This book holds the
non —objective cognitive view of the language. Based on the prototype theory
framework , we attempt to make a systemic category of emphasis in the utterance
level of mandarin Chinese.

Based on the research of subjectivity and the connection with emphasis, we
assume that the essence of emphasis is the subjectivity of the utterer, and the
emphatic category is a subjective category. Then we present the correspondence
between the form sub—category and the meaning sub—category of emphatic cate-
gory, and the hierarchy too.

The main part is from chapter two to chapter seven. The logic connection
and content relation between each chapter is as follows: chapter two is the theo-
retical foundation of emphatic category; chapters three to six construct the form
system of the category; chapter seven concerns the markedness system and the
semantic system of the category. Thus chapters three to seven reveal the corre-
sponding relationship between the form and the meaning, which is the
ontological study based on the theoretical study of chapter two.

Finally, compared with the constituent order forms and the construction
sentences that reflect emphatic meaning, other emphatic forms including the
meta—discourse markers and the rhetoric forms are more versatile. The reason is
that the former is fixed and finite, which belongs to the enclosed grammar sys-

tem, whereas the latter is the updated and infinite lexical system.
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