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A Discussion of the Qing Palace Drama Ruyi baoce

Abstract: The Qing palace drama, Ruyi baoce ( The Wish-Granting

Treasure Book), has until now escaped scholarly attention. Seeking to remedy
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this void in scholarship, this paper first sorts out the play’s origins in prior
source material, pointing out that the play was adapted from the forty-chapter
edition of the novel Pingyao zhuan (The Tale of Quelling the Demons) . Al-
though Ruyi baoce deals with the same subject matter as Gu Cai’'s Kangxi-pe-
riod play, Ruyi ce (The Wish-Granting Book) , it is nevertheless a completely
different adaptation of the same story. Through a stylistic literary analysis,
this paper argues that Ruyi baoce is a literati work. The play conveys its lite-
rati sensibilities in four respects: it advocates pacifying rebellious uprisings;
promotes sentiments of loyal patriotism; supports the ideals of good bureauc-
racy; and champions upholding virtue while condemning evil behavior.

Key words: Ruy: baoce ( The Wish-Granting Treasure Book) ; Pingyao

zhuan (The Tale of Quelling the Demons) ; Literati sensibility
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