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Abstract

The study of Taoist Aesthetics fills the gap of Taoist Studies
and Chinese Aesthetics Studies. Taoism is the indigenous religion of
China and an important part of Chinese culture, such studies should
be done by Chinese. This unprecedented job demands researchers to

check up tremendous amount of Taoist classics, sum up its cate-

gories, viewpoints and techniques of expression as a whole and in -

detail.

This thesis systematizes and expounds the basic categories and
main viewpoints of Taoist aesthetics. (1) Essential category of
Taoist Aesthetics, “Tao and Beauty” as its “ontological” category;
(2) “Beauty and Ugliness” as the religious “dialectics” category;
(3) centered in the saying “Tao is patterned on nature”, the “de-
light” category of the Immortals’ noble mind; (4) “Aesthetics” cat-
egory consisted of unique value “literature-way” and the correspond-

ing artistic creation, construction, and development, focused on
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“creating true literature” and “excluding evil literature”. Each cate-
gory is discussed from four aspects including three viewpoints. Such
structure systematically expounds Taoist Aesthetics, provides basic
research for future study. Taoist Aesthetic thought reflects proto-
types of Chinese culture and Chinese Aesthetics. It is rooted in Lao
—Zhuang’ s aesthetic thoughts and takes in various aesthetic ideas
during two thousand years and forms its “miscellaneous” style. This
study is helpful to explore the roots of Chinese aesthetic thoughts,
carry forward traditional Chinese culture and construct Chinese spiri-
tural civilization. It is also can be used as reference in the indispens-
able aesthetic education.

This study is “intersectant”. Firstly, “religious studies” inter-
sects “aesthetics” in the field “philosophy”, which widens the stud-
ies of Taoism and aesthetics. Secondly, the study of Taoist aesthetic
thought intersects the understanding and valuation of Taoist litera-
ture, or the intersection of philosophical abstraction and aesthetic
images thinking. Finally, Taoist aesthetics intersects other religious
aesthetics, or the intersection of “synchronie” and “diachronie”.
The three national characteristics of this thesis are concluded from

the three “intersections”.
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