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Abstract

The rise of public diplomacy and the development of transnational
corporations turn out to be the most significant events in China’s new century
diplomacy. Their integration opens up a new direction in both the theory and
practice of China’s diplomacy. By reviewing the present research, the research on
the cause, presence and features of the integration of public diplomacy and
transnational corporations is nearly empty, although the research on China’s
public diplomacy and Chinese transnational corporations is numerous separately.
This paper is to give a full description and thorough analysis on China’s public
diplomacy of transnational corporations as a carrier, where the innovation of this
study lies.

To achieve the above research goal, several core issues are discussed in this
paper. Firstly, why China’s public diplomacy needs the power of the transnational
corporations? And why Chinese transnational corporations are willing to take
public diplomacy as their responsibility? Secondly, what is the specific forms of
the public diplomacy of the Chinese transnational corporations? Thirdly,
compared to other countries’ public diplomacy of the transnational corporations,
what is the features of the Chinese one? Fourthly, in which aspects can we say
that taking the transnational corporations as a carrier of public diplomacy takes
advantage. considering the other kinds of public diplomacy in China? Lastly, is
there any shortage of the Chinese transnational corporations public diplomacy,
and if yes, how will it hinder the function of the public diplomacy?

With the definition to the transnational corporations public diplomacy, this
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paper points out that the * image binding” phenomenon for the country and the
‘risk avoiding’ conscious of the enterprise are two fundamental factors that push
the traditional, government-guided China’s public diplomacy towards the new.
corporations-as-carriers public diplomacy. In sum, the public diplomacy
activities of Chinese transnational corporations can be roughly divided into two
major types, the ° outside mode’ and the * inside mode’, while the - outside
mode” includes the public diplomacy oriented towards international society and
the public diplomacy oriented towards the host country. Compared with
transnational corporations of other countries, China's transnational corporations
share some common features in public diplomacy, and have their own
characteristics at the same time. Making a comparison with other kinds of public
diplomacy activities, Chinese transnational corporations have better abilities to
conduct activities of public diplomacy, and have stronger willing. efficiency and
more freedom when taking part in public diplomacy activities. This research also
suggests that the conflicts between the image and interest of a country and the
interest of enterprises are so common that they will inevitably affect the function
of the transnational corporations public diplomacy. Such conflicts will develop to

.

several * morphological variation’ in practice: * mediation model® public
diplomacy, °spoiler model’ public diplomacy and the * principal-agent” are the
main problems which will surely violate the original purpose of public diplomacy.
For the Chinese corporations, their development and the changing government-
corporations relationship lead to the instability of Chinese transnational
corporations public diplomacy, and the emergence of diplomacy interest groups
make the situation worse. At the end of this paper, several suggestions from the

aspect of government and transnational enterprises are put forward to optimize the

Chinese transnational corporations public diplomacy.

Key Words: Transnational Corporations; Public Diplomacy: China’s Diplomacy
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