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Preface

During January 9—11,2015, “ The International Symposium on the Frontiers of
Tibetan Studies” hosted by Harbin Engineering University was convened in the
International Exchange Center of Harbin Engineering University ,which is located in the
fair ice city Harbin. More than 20 experts and scholars attended this conference. They
came from colleges and scientific research institutions including State University of New
York, Stanford University, China Tibetology Research Center, Northeast Normal
University, Jilin University, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Peking University,
Institute of International Relations and Dali college of Yunnan ete. The participants had
academic discussions on Tibet issues in Sino-foreign relations etc.

Research Fellow Ma Jiali who is a famous Chinese expert in South Asian issues and
a committee member of Academic Committee of China Tibetology Research Center
indicated that dealing with“ Tibet issues” in Sino-Indian relations should proceed from
the general situation of Sino-Indian relations and sufficiently reflect the view of overall
situation. He further pointed out that our country should not only put pressure on India in
diplomacy, but also establish channels to communicate sufficiently and strengthen
cooperation with each other in the meantime. Research fellow Bi Hua who is Editor-in-
Chief of China Tibetology Press analysed in his speech that Tibetan in India have been

facing difficulties such as less land,illness and low income, She put forward suggestions
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on policies including encouraging Tibetan to adapt to the local life , obeying local by-laws
and that we should reinforce contacting with exiled Tibetans.

Professor Guo Yonghu of Jilin University made a presentation entitled New
investigation of the Legislation About Tibet issue by the US Congress over the past decade ,
he pointed out that,among all the influencing factors on US policy towards Tibet,the US
Congress is the most aclive one. The interference from the US Congress in Tibetan affairs
have become one of the most significant factors that influence the healthy development of
Sino-American relations. The Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 introduced by the US Congress
was the most comprehensive regulations on “Tibet issues” in the US since 1959. After
the Cold War, motivated by the“ Cold War mentality” , members of Congress in the US
still continued to carry out legislative activities related to“ Tibet issues™.

Lin Xiaoting of Hoover Institution at Stanford University, discussed the impacts
brought by “Tibet factors” on Chiang’ s American Allies relationship. He utilized the
archives of Taipei and the US,and the Diary of Chiang kai-shek which is collected in the
Hoover Institute. His discussion focused on the Tibet issues which Taipei and
Washington faced with between 1949 and 1960. He has offered a new perspective for the
research on“Tibet issues” since 1949.

Qin Yongzhang of Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology in Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences delivered a speech entitled Tentative analysis on evolution and features of
Japanese Tibet policy. He pointed out that only until 1959 did “ Tibet issues” cause
concern on the authorities of Japan and Japanese policy on Tibet is: for one side they
acknowledged that Tibet is a territory of China and disapproved Tibetan Independence
but for another side they supported® Tibetan independence” activities in various ways. At
present , Japanese government have not formed comprehensive and specific policy towards
Tibet issues, thus their policy is totally uncertain and optional. In the foreseeable future,
Japanese government wouldn’t support Tibetan independence completely. At the same
time , however , they wouldn’t abandon® Tibet issues” as a diplomatic chesshoard.

Furthermore , experts exchanged ideas on topics such as influencing factors on Tibet



issue in international relations. Zhang- Yun, director of the Institute of History at China
Tibetology Research Center, summarized the process of producing and formation of
Western Tibet discourse, explaining that the changing process of Tibet discourse in
international relations is also a course in which the force of Tibetan separatists dies
down. Significant factors which influence Tibet’s discourse power include the progress of
Chinese economy, technology and military power, etc. He put forward that we should
expand publicity of Tibet and develop a strategy of“Go out and bring in”. He stated that
history controversies should get clarified and rumors should be unmasked. Efforts should
be paid to promote publicity on Tibet issues to fight for comprehension and support.

Professor Tom Grunfeld who is expert at Tibetan studies from Empire State College
in State University of New York delivered a speech entitled Winning Hearts and Minds .
the Case of Tibet which indicated that it was not until 1980 that there were some more
researches on Tibet in western academia,and the majority of the westerners learned about
Tibet from films produced by several westerners who had never been Tibet. But now there
are more than 600 international organizations related to Tibet supporting Dalai Lama.

Professor Zhang Zhirong of School of International Studies, Peking University
introduced the basic situation of Tibet intervened activities of overseas NGO. He
explained that the overseas propaganda of Dalai Lama gained success by using strategies
of media marketization.

Professor Cheng Zaoxia of Harbin Engineering University made a speech entitled
Lowell Thomas and the American Emergency Commiitee for Tibetan Refugees. She
analysed the influence of Thomas Journey to Tibet,drawing an important conclusion that
Thomas played a historical role in Sino-American relations in the cold war period.
Associate professor Zeng Xiaoyang of Yunnan Dali College who made a speech entitled
Initially investigation on the relationship of Tibetan Buddhism and voice of Tibet issue.

Tan Xiuying, editor-in-chief of the journal [International Security Studies in
University of International Relations, made a statement entitled The Impact of western

Tibet related reports on Chinese national safety. Taking“3. 14" incident as an example,
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she analyzed western Tibet-related reports on different aspects. She made explanations on
the discourse dilemma which Chinese media face on Tibet.

Professor Li Ye of Northeast Normal University made an thorough exploration on the
background of “ International Campaign for Tibet” and its early Tibetan independence
campaigns in community of Tibetan exiled in Nepal, revealing the characteristic of the
organization.

Zhu Xiaoming,the former primary Secretary of the Leading Party Members’ Group
in China Tibetology Research Center,delivered a speech entitled Governance of Frontier
and Stability of Tibet in which he pointed out that the stabilization of Tibet should base
upon the overall situation of China and national security. Du Yongbin of Contemporary
China Tibetology Research Center interpreted the chief secretary Xi Jinping’s thought on
the Governance of frontier and the Stability of Tibet.

Lian Xiangmin, director of Contemporary Institute of China Tibetology Research
Center ,emphatically elucidated the democratic reform in Tibet between 1959 and 1961.
Associate professor Wang Linping of Harbin Engineering University shared her research
and experience of investigation in Tibetan community in the US.

Associate professor Wang Yuan, director of department of international politics in
Northeast Normal University and a Fulbright Scholar, made a speech entitled National
security : logic of the US Federal Government’s subsidizing the Tibetology research. She
pointed out how the American Tibetology research contributed to the US national security
strategy.

You could also find more interesting topics such as the Russia and Soviet’s Policy
on Tibet,the relations between the American Presidents and the Dalai lama, How to read
the book History as Propaganda, Study on the Special Coordinator for Tibetan
Issues , etc.

Authors of the papers are listed below: Zhu Xiaoming, Ma Jiali, Du Yongbin, Qin
Yongzhang , Guo Yonghu, Wang Linping, Dong Daliang, Han Lei, Liu Xiaoying, Wang
Dongxu , Jin Wanting, Qu Xiaoli, Yan Jinhong, Xue Dan and Cheng Zaoxia.
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