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NANNING.

TRADE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1925.

1. Locar.—The value of the trade of the port during 1925 amounted to HkTix 4,052,170, as
compared with HkTl 6,640,466 in 1924, the yoar under review having been the most disastrous for trade
snce the opening of the port in 1907, During the provious year, in spite of the turmoil in the province
caused by a change of gover n ag front had been maintained by k who ged Lo
keop business going; trade had not rescted very favournbly to these efforts of the merchants in roz4,
and in 1925 it was completely paralysed. While conditions were yet far from zettled duriug the opening two
months of the year, business was nevertheless brisk and gave promise of better times. How false this hope
was wny be seen by the fact that trade was almost at a standstill by the end of February. The first blow
to fall was & Yunnanese invasion of the province, which, by the end of Februacy, had reached Nanning and
made the city the head-quarters of the invaders. This was followed by a period of fivo months fighting,
daring which the provincial troops made attempts to drive the Yunnanese out of the district. Nunning
was placed under siege, sud the river closed to truffic o preveut supplies reaching the city. Several
attempts were made to ship cargo down river to Wuchow by junk, but on each oceason the vessola wers
detainod by the military at vanous points on the river and, owing to opum being found on board
thom, they and their cargoes were confiscated. With regard to the upper nver the case was very mach the
samte; different military eommanders constructed boat-barriors at vartous points within their respoetive
zones, thus effectually putting a stop to any poesibility of trade in the Poseh and Lungehow directions. As
will bo shown, the economic effects of the invasion were falt for many months after the Yunnanese ware
finally compelled to retreat from the provines in July. In the ime new e which were to
prove no less disastrous to tmde were developing in another dircetion. A movement, whioh had been
started some months previously, under the form of an imposition of taxes on foreign goords, gained groumd
and finally revealed itself as a definile organisation for the elimination of foreign trade; the declaration of
2 boycott of Hongkong and the establisk of a poly bureau Lo control the supply of oilin West
River districts well indicated the trend of events. No sooner, thereforo, bad the retreat of the Yunnanese
army made practieable the opening of the river for trade than this new set-back to commerce begaa to
make its presence folt. It was unavoidable that the deadlock in trade with Hongkong should not affoct
this province to a great exient but although the all-round loss was great, the situation with regard to
exports wus not so serious as would appesr from the year's statistics of this port (vide under 5. Chinese
Goods"), while the large decrease in foreign imports was partly compensated for by an 1 in native
imports. During the year losses were continually caused to merchants by piracies on the river rontes and
towards the end of the year, these became more marked as the result of the drafling off of troops guarding
the waterways to participate in the subjugation of South-western Kwangtong.  On the return of the troops
the duties of guarding the river wore resumed, and merchants began to forward necumulated stocks of
produce {rom the interior, though by that time the season was much advanced and lack of water was already
making navigation on the river slow and difficult. Piracies still occurred from time to time until the close
of the year; but in spite of hazards and heavy taxation for protection against pirates, motor-boat traffic was
remarkably well maintsined. On the 21st December the control af the monopoly bureau over sales of
oil in Kwangsi was abolished. Fuel oil not only furnishos means for the quick transport of troops on
the rivers bat indeed, is the life-blood of trade throughout the provinee; this action was therefore dictsted
Ly the ity for maintaining adeq pplies of oil for local needs. The provinee suffered increasingly
from its depreciated currency ss the year progressed.
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2 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1925.

2. Revenue—The totsl revenue collected during the year amounted to HkTR 46,530; & decrease
of HkTiy 59,982 as compared with the collection for 1924. The only heading which showed an
was that of import duties on Chinese goods. Duties collected on foreign imports declined from
HETh. 22,080 to the low figure of Hk.T1a 4,964; export duties show s decroase of more than hali when
compured to the figure for the proceding year, the total colleoted under this heading smountmg to
HETta 37,723 only.

3. Smreiva.—(a) Under General Regulations—The total number of vessels entered and cleared
during the year under General Regulations—52i, representing 28,468 tons—was & larger figure than might
huve been expected in view of the unfavourable conditions on the river during (he greater part of the year.
Domand for tonnage was slack and freight rates ruled high owing to the increased cost of fusl oil and the
high protection taxes umposed on hoats for eanch trip.

(b) Under Inland Walers Steam Navigation Rules—131 motar-boats, aggregating 6,507 tons
entered and cleared during the year, as compared with a total of 222 vessals, uggregaung 5,986 tons, during
the preceding year. Entrances and cloarances of ships under Chinese flug decreased from 150 in 1024
to 37 W 1925, while those sailing under foreign flag increased in number. This development was due
to the commandsering of vescels under Chinese flag for military use during the war in the summer.

4. Forsin Goova—(a) Imports, Direct and Coastwise.—Owing to dislocation of busivess during
the civil war followed by the stoppage of foreign imparts from Hongkong during the latter balf of the yeoar,
the importation of forsign goods declined from 2 total value of Hk¥h 2,758,547 in 1924 o a value of
HETls 912,346 in the year under roview. All classes of goods participated in this d the chief
sufferers being the following: plain white shirtings, 10,084 pieces imported in 1924, 2,550 peces i 1925 ;
grey shirtings and sheetings decraased from 6,895 to 3,067 pieces ; jeans, 15,956 to 4,110 pieces; canvas
and cotton duck, 47,009 yerds in 1924 to 10,563 yards v 1925, Kerosene oil decreased from 1,100,703
Awerican pallons imported in 1924 %0 659,220 Ameriean gallons in 1925. This big decrease of nearly
50 per cent. in the import of oil seems to have d little i to who fell back
naturally to the use of the cheap and easily procurable vegstable oils. The remedy was not so sumple,
however, in the casa of fuel oil, as the shortage was acutely felt by the motor-boat companies. The only
foreign articlo that showed an appreciable advance was malches the import of which rather surprisingly
incrensed (from 26,845 gross imported in 1924 to 35020 gross imported in 1025) at the expense of the
native-made article which shows a decrease.

() Re-exports—No remarks.

5. Cuivese Goons.—(a) Foports, Abroad amd Coastwise (including Re-exzports)—The same
circumstunces that militated against the import of foreign goods were responsible for & great decrease in
exports of Chinese goods diret to foreign countries. Goods so exported amounted in value to only
HEkTt 348,538, as compared to a total value in 1924 of HkTia 1,325,450 Owing to it becoming impoasible
to ship gooda to Hongkong by river, Chinese produce was obliged to seek other outlets, either by way of
Tonkin or of ports on the southern const of Kwangtung. For this resson the export statisties of this port
for the year under review cannot be relied upon to give n true estimate of the volume of exports from this
ares during 1925; neverthcless, were means available for caleulating the total of exports by all routes, there
would still be s very great decrease in companson with normal yoars, owing to cavses of internal unrest
This is borne out by the fact that Chinese produce of local origin exported to Chi porta also d d
during the year, namely, from & value of HkFix 714,933 in the previons year to HETix 508,106 in 1925.
Prominent among the latter deereasos were those of aniseed star, export of which decreassd from




NANNING. 3

22,189 piculs in 1924 to 4,303 piculs in 1925; duck aud fowl feathers decreased from 4,053 piculs in 1924
to 2,408 piculs in 1925; and wood oil from 20,548 to 7,314 pieuls. Unclassed skins decreased from
9,895 pieces exported in 1924 Lo only Go1 pisces 1n 1925,

(%) Importe—The net value of Chineso irports increased in value by some Hkta 365,000 compared
to the fignre for the proceding yoar, while compared to the figure recorded in 1923 the increase shown is
not far off & million taels. The increases shown under practically all headings were a natural corollary to
the vory large decrease in foreign goods imported. Amongst the chief increases to be noted are various
caps, from 13,185 pieces imported in 1924 to 37,812 pieces in 1925, and bags of all kinds, 8500 pleces
mported in 1925, a8 compared to 1,710 preces 10 1924. The ouly notable decrease was in the case of
matches, which fell from 145,697 gross imported in 1924 to 99,292 gross in 1925, though here again it is not
safe to assume that there was an absoluta decrease in the quantity imported, as it is possible that some
consignments were forwarded by way of Limchow or other ports in Southern Kwangtung during the period
that nver communication with Wuchow was snspended.

6. INuAND TRANSIT.—(a) Imwards (under Transit Pass)—The number of inland transit passes
issued during the year decreased to 272, covering goods of a total value of HETIa 7,168, compared to
2,062 passes issued in Lhe previous year, covering goods valued at Hk.Ti 20,666.

(b) Outwards (wnder Sanlientan)—Native produce brought down from the interior under transit
cortificate was valued at Hk. T 19,260 for which 25 certificales were issued.

() Chiness Factory Produats, Inwards and Outwards (under Yimtan)—Steam factory products
valuod at HkTla 162,585 wore conveyed inland under yiintau during the year, showing a decrease of over
half & million taels compared to the figure recorded in the previous year.

7. TrEASORK~—No remarks.

8. PasseNoER TeAFF10.—Motor-boat traffic on the river was well maintained in spite of many
diffioulties. An increase is shown in the number of passengers carried between Nanning and Wuchow as

couipared to that in previons years; there was on the other hand a falling off in passenger traffic with
inlund places.

9. Ortum.—No remarks.

10. MiscrLLANEOUS.—There was but small opportunity during the year for the development, of
either public or private enterpnse, and little work of & construstive nature can be rocorded in such
directions as education, improvement of means of communieation, ote,, of which this provinee atands in so
great noed. Famine was rife in outlying districts throughout the year, and much suffering was also caused
by the depredations of bandits and robbors in all districts of the province. In the sutumo a School of
Agriculture and Forestry was opened in the southern suburb of the city, and about the same time a start
was made in the repair of public buildings, though this was being confined chiefly to the reconditioning of
barracks, while some attention was being paid to the maintenance of roads in the vicinity of the city. Asa
result of the sioge of Nanning during the summer months a large part of the suburbs of the city was
reduced to ruins and the losses oceasioned to private individuals must have run to over a million dollucs.—
Little rain fell during the summer, either locally or in the surrounding districts, and the level of the river
never rose beyond a quarter of its usual summer height. By the early autumn the water had fallen nearly
to its winter level with the result that traffic on the river was subjected much sooner than usual to the



4 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1925.

deluys and inconvemences of transhipping and lightering cargo at the various rapids.—During the course
of the summoer agitators from Canton and Wuchow attompted to orgamse a general strike locally aginst
foreigners, aud the Consular authorities at Canton ordered the withdrawsl of foreign residents (rom
Nanning. Adequate measures were taken by the local suthorities to protect foreign property from possible
injury, and an early opportunity was taken by them to disband all active student organisations. As n result
of these mensures the local situation rapidly improved, and by tho end of the year half of the foreign
residents had returned to the city.

H. W. HOSKING

Acting Cominissioner of Customs.

315t Decomber 1925.

RAw, 27th February 1626
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