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Preface

During the 22nd General Conference and 25th General
Assembly of ICOM which took place at Shanghai Expo
Center, the International Committee for Museums and
Collections of Natural History, ICOM NATHIST, held
its annual meeting at Shaghai Science and Technolgy
Museum from 8th November to 10th November 2010. The
general theme of the conference was “Biodiversity and
Climate Change - a multicultural approach”. Consequently, the main focus
was laid on biodiversity and climate change - by all means nowadays being
a great challenge for Natural History Museums all over the world. Although
climate change has become a topic of general interest during the last years,
museums still tend to neglect it. However, as institutions with the image of
centers of general competence for scientific knowledge and even more as
ICOM NATHIST, the International Committee for Museums and Collections
of Natural History which is concerned with the conservation of biological

diversity in museums collections as well as in the natural environment, with
the scientific study of the world’s natural heritage and the education of the
wider public through museum displays, conferences, field trips etc., we
must be aware that climate change, its impact on Society but even more on
Nature and subsequently on biodiversity and evolution, will be one of the
main challenges for the next decades - not only for Natural History Museums
throughout the world but also for mankind in general - as an essential
precondition for human survival on earth.

This great challenge could be felt in the talks of the four keynote speakers as
well as in fifteen participants’ presentations. It became evident that perception
of climate change is different in various countries and results in very diverse
strategies to deal with its consequences, reaching from the establishment of
protected areas to the planning of “eco cities” or “green cities”.Consequently,
the annual conference of ICOM NATHIST ranks among the most successful
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meetings the committee ever had. 123 registered participants from 30
countries took part and did not only listen to the interesting papers but also
played a very active role by contributing to the discussions. One of the
outcomes to be mentioned is the theme for the International Museum Day
2012, “Museums in a Changing World”, which was recommended during the
Advisory Committee meeting and proposed by ICOM NATHIST.

Let me finally thank everybody who contributed to make the meeting in
Shanghai such a great success - in the first place the Chinese Committee of
Natural History Museums and Shanghai Science and Technology Museum
but also Beijing Museum of Natural History for the great effort and serious-
minded work during the preparation of the meeting. I also would like to
express a special thank to the Beijing Museum of Natural History for editing
and sponsoring the proceedings.

And at last I want to thank the former president of ICOM NATHIST, Gerhard
Winter, for doing such a great job during the past years, and all the former
board members for supporting him in the most efficient way. Moreover it is a
special pleasure to thank the new board of ICOM NATHIST for taking over.
I am sure that together and with the assistance of all the ICOM NATHIST
members we will manage to continue the successful course of the past years!

Chair of the International Committee
for Museums and Collections of Natural
History (ICOM NATHIST)

October 10th, 2011
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Foreword

In November 2010, ICOM-NATHIST held its annual meeting in
Shanghai, China, and the Chinese Committee of Natural History
Museums under Chinese Association of Natural Science Museums
co-sponsored the international event.

The Committee of Natural History Museums, like ICOM-NATHIST,
has been committed to promoting natural ecological environment
protection and biodiversity conservation, especially under today’s
condition of resources shortage, energy depletion, environmental
degradation, and frequent natural disasters. Through social changes,
Chinese museums of natural history uphold “constructing the harmony
between man and nature” as their mission, and gradually improve
functions and exhibitions. Chinese museums have not only made
outstanding contributions to the popularization of scientific knowledge
and the dissemination of scientific thinking, but also played an
irreplaceable role in political, economic, cultural, historical, educational
and social development.

Here, I want to thank in particular former Chair Mr. Gerhard
Winter and current Chair Ms. Brigitta Schmid of ICOM-NATHIST
for supporting the development of Chinese natural history museums
and for convening the meeting in China, bringing natural history
museums all over the world to congregate in China, exploring
development plans and providing valuable experience for us. We
appreciate the generosity of Beijing Museum of Natural History
to undertake the conference and sponsor the compilation and
publication of the proceedings, communicating the meeting theme to
natural history museums in the world. We owe a debt of gratitude to
Shanghai Science and Technology Museum for facilitating the smooth
convention of the meeting. We also wish to thank the participant
members and museum colleagues for giving their consistent support
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to the Chinese Committee of Natural History Museums. Last but not
least, we are grateful for the remarkable work that the colleagues
from Beijing Museum of Natural History and Shanghai Science and
Technology Museum have done for the successful meeting.

Hopefully, this book will grow interest and inspire thinking
among natural history museum colleagues, and provide practical
benefits for natural history museums in different social and natural
environments.

Deputy Chairman of Chinese Association
of Natural Science Museums . =
Meny d,znjjzn

Director of Chinese Committee

of Natural History Museums

October 8th, 2011
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