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Abstract

In the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, President Xi
Jinping gave shape to the Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era, which focuses on adhering to and developing socialism with Chinese
characteristics. The four-sphere scientific system, which is to integrate the path,
theory, system and culture into a unity, and the five constructions, including the
coordinated political, economical, cultural, social, and ecological civilization
advancement, have been formed and realized in the 19th CPC National Congress as
well. This symbolizes that the ecological civilization construction has stepped into a
new era. Since the 18th CPC National Congress, our party and government has
creatively carried out a series of fundamental work to promote the ecological
conservation in a long run, with historical, transitional and overall changes.
According to the theme of the 19th CPC National Congress: Remain true to our
original aspiration and keep our mission firmly in mind, we should provide more
ecological products with high qualities to meet people’s ever-growing needs for a
better ecological environment, construct an eco-economical system giving priority to
the ecologicalization of industry and the industrialization of ecology, make the ideas of
green development and acquiring wealth with ecological consciousness be deeply
rooted into people’s mind, and continue the Beautiful China initiative, to realize the
Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation.

During the past year, China has accelerated efforts to construct the top-level
design and the system of ecological civilization through many ways: develop the rule
of law by establishing and implementing the oversight system of environment
conservation under the control of the central government, and setting up an iron
army to implement the strictest possible systems for environment protection; speed up
the institutional innovation by the construction of the five ecological civilization
systems; intensify the enforcement of the system by strongly advancing the green

development, deeply carrying out the three action plans including the prevention and

003



E;l WA

control of atmosphere, water and soil pollution, and giving priority to solving the
prominent problem of ecological environment for the sake of people’s livelihood.
Through this way, the security of ecological environment will truly become the
important guarantee for the continuous and healthy development of Chinese economy
and society.

The Report on the Development of China’s Eco-cities (2018 ) thoroughly implements
President Xi Jinping’s Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era and the theme of the Ist National Ecological Environment Protection
Conference, and continues to uphold the conceptions of people oriented, green
development, circular economy, low-carbon life and city’s habitability for people. In
the meantime, the report still aims to serve the development of urbanization, improve
people’s happiness index and help human beings to achieve a comprehensive
development. It tries to upgrade the general public’s ecological awareness, provide
decision-making consultation and guidance of engineering practices for the eco-city’s
construction, as well as to advocate and lead the green development. By integrating
the concept of eco-cities into the progression of urbanization, the report pays more
attention to the ecological environment protection and construction, the resource
conservation and the supply of the ecological products with high qualities to the cities;
focus on the harmonious relationship between man and nature; and intends to help
cultivate a green, circular, and low-carbon way for people’s production and life.
According to the notion of ecological civilization and eco-city index system, the
report has built a dynamic evaluation model by using Big Data technologies, to
comprehensively examine 284 cities with healthy index. Then, taking general
demands and featured purposes into consideration, the report ranks these cities in
accordance with the scientific evaluation of local government’s input in eco-city
construction and its output effects. By means of the evaluation model, top 100 eco-
cities of “featured development” are selected. The report follows the principle of
“categorized evaluation, categorized guidance, categorized construction and phased
implementation” , and points out the key targets and the challenges for the annual
construction work in the green development of each city. Based on these case
studies, the report continues its release of the “double-ten” typical cases of eco-cities
construction (the top ten successful and top ten failed cases of ecological construction

in China). In the report, essential issues concerning the strategy of national ecological

004



Abstract KS

security, the urban-rural integration construction have been explored in depth as
well, and accordingly, measures and suggestions have been proposed.

In 2017, the rate of China’s urbanization reached 58. 52% . The construction of
eco-cities has been promoted steadily. However, confined to a variety of reasons,
illegal activities destroying the ecological environment are still taking place frequently,
and the prevention and control of atmosphere, water and soil pollution still needs
great efforts. As for the government, we should define clear responsibilities for every

aspects, and implement principles of “both the government and the party take the

i 13

same responsibilities” and “two duties for one post”, shouldering the political
responsibilities of ecological civilization construction. The government should also
make strict evaluation for the relevant person in charge, establish accountability
system, call officials to account all their life, and take the evaluation result of
ecological environment work as the basis for the reward, punishment and promotion
of the leaders. It is important to further improve the quality of the citizen, and help
them to form the atmosphere of ecological environment construction that when
everyone bears his share of the responsibility and makes some contributions, them will
share the benefits of the ecological environment protection. Let’s work together to
build the green, smart, low-carbon, healthy and habitable eco-cities of socialism with

Chinese characteristics for a new era.

Keywords: Eco-cities; Green Development; Acquiring Wealth with Ecological
Consciousness; Healthy and Habitable
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