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PREFACE

This catalogue describes 231 pre-modern Chinese rare books and eight
archival documents held in Special Collections, University of Auckland Libraries
and Learning Services, New Zealand. The books were published before 1912’
using woodblocks and are bound in the traditional Chinese style. The oldest
book dates to the early 17th century (late Ming dynasty) while the majority were
published in the Qing dynasty. These texts reflect the social and intellectual life
of pre-modern China and are a valuable resource for studying Chinese literature,
traditions and history.

The works include books previously owned by a significant collector and
a formed archival collection of 19th century Chinese documents. Some of the
works were given to the Library by generous donors, including the Auckland
War Memorial Museum. Others were purchased, including rare books from the
collection of Hsiung Shih-I (FEx{—, 1902-1991). which were acquired from
London for the Library by Professor John Minford, Professor of Chinese and
Head of the Asian Languages and Literatures Department at the University from
1988 to 1991. Hsiung Shih-1 was a writer, playwright and translator. He was the
first Chinese person to direct a West End Theatre play, and translated classic

Chinese plays into English.
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Due to their age and fragility, the items are housed in the Asian Languages
collection in Special Collections, a closed access facility in the General Library.
They are available for use in the Special Collections reading room.

For their support of this project, we extend our sincere thanks to Janet
Copsey, former University Librarian, Ksenija Obradovic, Associate University
Librarian, Collections, Stephen Innes, Special Collections Manager and Jo Birks,

Assistant Librarian, Special Collections.

Jian Downing, Metadata Department, University of Auckland Libraries and
Learning Services
Haiqing Lin, former Asian Languages Librarian, University of Auckland

Libraries and Learning Services

May 2016
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS

The bibliographic descriptions follow the Cataloging Guidelines for Creating Chinese
Rare Book Records in Machine-Readable Form and the Chinese Guidelines for Creating
Chinese Rare Book Records. The chief source of information for describing a Chinese rare
book is the item itself, so each record consists of transcribed information, descriptions and
notes, mostly taken from various elements within the book. Where necessary, reference
sources have also been consulted and are attributed in the record. Each book is described
by title, author, publication date, publisher, format, and so on. The items are organised

following the Chinese classification schema for cataloguing Chinese rare books.

Title

The title information is primarily transcribed from the caption (&%), which is the
title at the beginning of the text. If there is no caption title, the title information has been
taken from other parts of the book, including the table of inner cover ( [§#}) , contents ( H
§t), preface (J¥), postscript (# ) and centre column ( Jf.Cy) . Any variant forms of the

title printed elsewhere in the text, such as the inner cover, preface and centre column, are

also recorded.
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Juan
The Juan (£&, scroll) is an important element for identifying a Chinese rare book. It
demonstrates not only the physical parts of the book, but also reflects the structure of the

contents. The number of scrolls is recorded after the title information.

Statement of Responsibility

The caption is also the primary source of information for the statement of responsibility.
The name, rather than style name (“f°) or art name (%% ) of the author and other
contributors, is transcribed from the caption. If this information is not in the caption, the

other sources used are the preface, postscript, inner cover and reference sources.

Publication Date

Identifying the publication date of Chinese rare books is a challenge. The primary
source for determining the date is the inner cover, followed by the printer’s colophon ( !
al.) , postscript, preface and reference sources. The publication date is recorded by Chinese
regal year, dynasty name, Chinese transitional cyclic years, and the equivalent Western

years.

Publisher
The publisher details come from the following sources: inner cover, preface,

postscript, centre column and reference sources.

Volumes

The volume numbers record the binding units held by this Library.

Block Format
The block format is a significant feature of Chinese old and rare books. It provides
important information for the cataloguer to identify the version of the book and the time

period of its publication. The information recorded about a book’s block format is based



BIBLIOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS |

on the half-folio of the caption page, including the measurement of the framed border, the
number of columns per page, the number of characters per column, whether it has a white
(blank ) or black centre column, border lines, fishtail, and the upper, middle and lower

sections of the centre column.

Notes
The notes explain the sources of information and other cataloguing evidence used to
identify a book. Any other interesting features are also recorded, such as naming taboos

relating to emperors, signs of censorship, ownership, and so on.

Library of Congress Classification
Each book has been assigned a Library of Congress classification number to help

patrons locate the item.
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