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7h ang Zhiliang is an established young composer who teaches at the
Sichuan Conservatory of Music. His compositions cover many subjects, and

are presented in different forms, including solo instrumental works, chamber
music and symphonies. He has won many awards for his compositions, and
they have been performed in Chengdu, Shanghai, Beijing, Wuhan, Hong Kong,
USA, Czech Republic, Switzerland and New Zealand. His works display national
characteristics and culture, as well as incorporate artistic innovations, such as
contemporary music language, new ideas on structure and logical connotation,
so as to form a rigorous and exquisite style for the presentation of his feeling,

experience and thoughts.
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The female roles in traditional Chineseopera are collectively known as Dan , and
they are divided into nine categories in Sichuanese opera: these includeDan in blue
clothes (Qingyi), or those taking martialor elite roles; flower Dan(Huadan) are those
who impersonate vivacious and unmarried women; other female roles which are
easily distinguished includelaodan(old women), Wudan(female in combat), Yaodan
(ugly clown-like women), Guimendan (unmarried women ), Nudan (youngmaid
servants), Poladan (aggressive women) and Xianhudan (female ghosts and foxes).
The composer endeavours to make a musical portrayal of the different characteristics
of Dan in Sichuanese opera, focusing on six female roles in six movements, which are
performed without a break.

1 Huadan

I Xianhudan
Ml Wudan

IV Qingyi

V Laodan

VI Poladan
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