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The city of Troy was already in ruins with its halo fading away

after three thousand years of erosion. However, an eternal romance

and heroic epic is still circulating in today’s world.
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‘1 )Brief Introduction

Director: Wolfgang Petersen

Stars:  Brad Pitt as Achilles
Eric Bana as Hector
Orlando Bloom as Paris

Diane Kruger as Helen

In Sparta, Prince Hector and his young brother Paris want Troy and Sparta to have peace,
but Paris falls in love with Helen, Queen of Sparta, and takes her back to Troy. So Menelaus,
Helen’s husband, declares war on Troy to retrieve his queen, now called Helen of Troy. This
leads to the Trojan War. The Greeks come and take control of a beach at Troy. Achilles and
the Myrmidons kill many Trojans. Achilles and Hector meet for the first time but do not
fight. Later, the Trojans make a surprise attack. As the Greeks are close to losing, Achilles
comes with the Myrmidons and joins the fight. Then, Achilles fights with Hector, and Hector
is killed. After Hector’s death, the Greeks make a plan to come into Troy by using a wooden
horse. The Trojans think the wooden horse is a gift to the Gods, so they take it into the city
and celebrate. It is totally unexpected that the Greeks come out of the horse at night, opening
the doors to the city. This lets the army enter the city and the Trojans are defeated. At last,
Paris kills Achilles but dies after the war.

- - -

. The Fall of Troy, 1911

*  How Troy Was Collared, 1923

. The Private Life of Helen of Troy, 1927
. Helen of Troy, 1956

*  The Trojan Horse, 1961

. Troy, 2004
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n. time without an end 7K{E; k4=

e.g. The fifth chapter is an extended discourse on God’s relationship to both
time and eternity and the last expounds the doctrine of the Trinity.
PRER—AYREE, &XT L SiEfAERRR: BE—
BELAR T =L

(Movie) Men are haunted by the vastness of eternity.

AR R AR A

> n. the quality of not showing due respect for another person {518 ; JEZiTcHL;

EES
e.g. His arrogance and impudence had offended many.
fibit i AL EIL 7 iFZ A

(Movie) I should have you whipped for your impudence!

TRiXFE S, FREGZAR—1!

n. an indiscriminate and brutal slaughter of many people K J&&

e.g. | thought that I had seen one tiny corner of an indiscriminate massacre of
students and intellectuals, a bloodbath.

FAEIRA B0 FRR AR AR B AR KL — A, X B
37 LRI KRB %

(Movie) I don’t want to watch another massacre.

FARER D—HER.
v. to act unjustly or dishonestly towards XfANES ; RJE; FEFEHIATRF

e.g. They would kill a man who wronged a family.
A 2RI E R ERIA
(Movie) What you're saying is true. I’ve wronged you. I've wronged our father.

URIEHIERRT, FXSAVEIR, MAEILE.

v. to create (sth.) strong, enduring, or successful #it; Hik
e.g. The country is forging a bright new future.
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XA R EAETFRE— SR BT AR R L B o

(Movie) Empires are forged by war.

AR

‘ the manner in which people typically behave or things typically
happen tHHEHN; BHF4RMNE

e.g. All those millions of pounds are not going to create many jobs, but that’s
the way of the world.

ARECE T IRBEALHRRZ OIS, (HHHERRX

(Movie) You’re the elder; you reap the glory. This is the way of the world.
PRI, BB TIR, XAREFRT SR

v. to cause (someone) severe and overwhelming shock or grief {85507k

e.g. She was devastated by the loss of Damian.
BREARWT, Wb OaRAE
(Movie) The young men of Troy were devastated when Briseis chose the virgin

robes.

i R PEL 7 42 7], FRIE P ) AR AT Ok
to become popular FAEFFH; AEpifEE

e.g. History became legend; legend became myth...
TR S G a9 AT TR
(Movie) Your reputation for hospitality is fast becoming legend.

REC) A7 S AR PRI ) 44

to have a clever way with words 5 1 A4"; #HTHERF

e.g. [ know our products well and I have a silver tongue.

P EA T =50 AR T %, W HIRA =R
(Movie) They say the King of Ithaca has a silver tongue.

i L EHNGETE .

closely associated -+ B E VIR
e.g. She had the confidence that usually goes hand in hand with experience.
wH ARG, BfEEEHENESREART 2,

(Movie) For your glory walks hand in hand with your doom.

PRI B SRR P Rt SR KT
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v. to tease or laugh at in a scornful or contemptuous manner &7, Wi

e.g. Later, he mocked the Premier’s economic recovery plan.

JE, MRS ZEE AR
(Movie) Do not mock the gods.
ANHEZEEEAEY

h to begin to suffer from (a specified illness) %¢ I35

e.g. To avoid coming down with the illness, he recommends that the old, the
very young, or caregivers receive flu shots.

RICEN . BEFMES A GV iR R s, DIPTSR,

(Movie) When you were very young, you came down with scarlet fever.

PRARNE B A IR

v. to make a thorough search in order to locate sth. {#%, #4, ##3F

e.g. David scoured each newspaper for an article on the murder.
KEELE 7 H—KIRAK, R RTEXMNERRMCE,
(Movie) I want patrols to scour the countryside.

FARIRK B EAE A & (8]

g n. a person who gives financial or other support to a person, organisation, or
cause BEBIA; PRIFN; E

e.g. The organisers are deeply grateful for the support of patrons over the past
months.
HAE R RSB ATEE LA A B 3CHF

(Movie) The sun god is a patron of Troy, our enemy.

R PHAR R A TR BRSSP

af n. the action of spoiling (sth. that is valued or respected) ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ, i A

e.g. He also wanted it to be saved from destruction or desecration in future wars.

A BX REAEAR KR G P S B B

(Movie) The desecration of his temple angers Apollo.

BT B A B, O T RTIRES

4 no competition for FToEEXHT
e.g. I was no match for a man with such power.

FARAAIEX FEGR A BT
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(Movie) Even Agamemnon is no match for the gods.

WP ] R AL TE DT

n. a military operation in which enemy forces surround a town or building,
cutting off essential supplies, with the aim of compelling the surrender of those
inside FEIC; ELFl; [RIbK

e.g. After more than a month of siege warfare, Pemberton surrendered to Grant
on July 4, 1863.

Zid—A% HIBURK, 1863 4F 7 H 4 H (EEFIZEHAT ) R (1t
TN ) AR =B

(Movie) And Troy is built to withstand a 10-year siege.

TR SR REIDT HERIRIL,

adj. possessing or showing courage or determination JX 5], HHH)

e.g. She made a valiant effort to hold her anger in check.
b i =R B GRS .

(Movie) I see you’re not hiding behind your high walls. Valiant of you.

FABUWR DR PAEEE G T . VRATIHER Bk

adj. (of a relationship or conversation) having all the effort coming from one
participant B 7 I ; A4 IERY

e.g. A one-sided caring relationship denies the essential element of reciprocity.
B — R S O TR R LB AR

(Movie) I think you’ll find the romance one-sided.

AR B X BN — R IE.
n. a cruel or insensitive person ¥ &M N ; BEAA

e.g. He’s a brute, an offense to human decency.

fthRe—ANE A, T FUBA O ™,
(Movie) I thought you were a dumb brute.

5&:14 j]{l]\IE_‘/I\Eﬂ o
v. to enslave {3 A A IR

e.g. It is hard and dangerous to enthrall a people that would live free.
B H AT R RIS, WRRERN .
(Movie) What are you doing enthralled to that pig of a king?

VA A A S O PR R
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v. to defeat (an opponent) thoroughly {H3I4; B R

e.g. In the first game of the Summer Cup, Walkers” Dominoes Team was
slaughtered.

£ “HZW F-ggedh, PrrakindMAEm .

(Movie) Greeks are being slaughtered. We can’t just sail away.

AN — iR, BAIANRE—ETZ.

V. to say that (a specified thing) will happen in the future i 5

e.g. The papers prophesied that he would resign after the weekend.
TRACH = il 1 AR 2 FER.

(Movie) The last time the high priest spoke to us; he prophesied a great victory

for Troy.
b RR S RE O SRRSO R

n. disagreement that leads to discord Z4%}; FEUWAG; FMb; fHiFL

e.g. These issues caused bitter dissension in the party.

X[l 5 TN EREEE S .

(Movie) The Myrmidons didn’t fight yesterday. There must be dissension

among the Greeks.

(BTEEELH) ) 3 FRERSFRA 2, Wl KREBE—E R — L.

v. to violently break (sth.) into pieces FT#%, k=
e.g. The thief smashed a window to get into the car.
AMEHTHE 140, REEANIRE.

(Movie) I will smash their walls to the ground.

P 1BRESE 5 0 b
v. to release from a leash or restraint fiffg---+ HIREE, fRIF--- () 7 7

e.g. We unleashed the dog and carried it down to our car.
A VI By, e EIRA T AR,
(Movie) We don’t need to control him; we need to unleash him.

Tl A, RIMTATELE .

: m to show honour or respect to sb. publicly [6] 3 A\ F Rl E
e.g. Many villagers come here to pay homage to the Virgin.

REHTREKRX EHFEE L.
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(Movie) Kings did not pay homage to Achilles.
el A1 DA g i i cai

’@ blink ofaneye  very quickly 7EfZ -2 [H]
e.g. The software would do lots of boring calculations in the blink of an eye.
KN TR RLAE 56 A AT B TR LAE
(Movie) I could have your head on a spit in the blink of an eye.

FHZ AR L RERR SR Sk, EHRIE T,

treason n. the action of betraying sb. or sth. Ht[EJE; A/E
e.g. African-Americans, it is cynically assumed, will remain loyal to the
Democrats regardless of the treasons committed against them.
AN T FERILL Ay 26 e S AR A2 B R E it 20 TR E5E.
(Movie) Achilles makes a secret pact, and | have to honour it? What treason is
this?

PoTEE L BR A M 7205 . RAAHESF? X BRI

(1) Trojan Horse

The Trojan Horse is a tale from the Trojan War about the subterfuge that the Greeks used
to enter the city of Troy and win the war. Metaphorically, a “Trojan Horse” has come to mean
any trick or stratagem that causes a target to invite a foe into a securely protected bastion or
place. A malicious computer program which tricks users into willingly running it is also called
a “Trojan Horse”.
(2) Achilles” Heel

In Greek mythology, when Achilles, a great Greek hero, was born, his mother Thetis
tried to make him immortal by dipping him in the river Styx. However, he was left vulnerable
at the part of the body by which she held him, i.e. his heel. Because of his death from a small
wound in the heel, the term “Achilles’ Heel” has come to mean a person’s point of weakness,
which can actually or potentially lead to downfall in spite of overall strength. While the
mythological origin refers to a physical vulnerability, idiomatic references to other attributes

or qualities that can lead to downfall are common.

(3) Apple of Discord

According to Greek mythology, Zeus held a banquet in celebration of the marriage
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of Peleus and Thetis. Eris, the goddess of discord, was not invited for her troublesome
nature, and upon turning up uninvited, she threw a golden apple into the ceremony, with an
inscription that read: “to the most beautiful”. Three goddesses claimed the apple: Hera, Athena
and Aphrodite. They brought the matter before Zeus. Not wanting to get involved, Zeus gave
the apple to Paris of Troy and told him that the goddesses would accept his decision without
argument. Each of the goddesses offered Paris a gift as a bribe in return for the apple. Hera
offered to make him the king of Europe and Asia, Athena offered him wisdom and skill in
battle, and Aphrodite offered him the most beautiful woman in the world as his wife, Helen of
Sparta (later to be titled Helen of Troy). Paris chose Aphrodite, a decision that ultimately led
to the start of the Trojan War.

A golden apple, also an apple of discord, is used to signify the core, kernel, or crux of an

argument, or a small matter that could lead to a bigger dispute.

3 ) Cultural References

B Aegean Civilization

Aegean Civilization (3100 BC-1000 BC) is a general term for the Bronze Age
Civilizations of Greece around the Aegean Sea. Three distinct but communicating and
interacting geographic regions are covered by this term: Crete, Mycenae and the Greek
mainland. So it is also referred to as “Crete-Mycenaean”. However, later findings suggest that
Mycenaean Civilization is not the main part of the Aegean Civilization, and now people like
to use Aegean to name the civilization.

Aegean Civilization lasted for a long time. It had already existed long before 3100 BC,
and it was not until 1000 BC that the civilization went to decline gradually. Ancient Western

civilization began with it.

S Mycenaean Civilization
(1) Mycenaean Civilization at a Glance
Mycenaean Greece (1600 BC-1100 BC) refers to the last phase of the Bronze Age
in ancient Greece. It represents the first advanced civilization in mainland Greece, with

its palatial states, urban organisation, works of art and writing system. The term we use is
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derived from Mycenae, which is an important archaeological site about 90 km from Athens.
Other important Mycenaean sites are at Athens, Thebes, Tiryns and Pylos. Mycenaean and
Mycenaean-influenced settlements also appeared in some states on islands in the Aegean Sea,
on the coast of Asia Minor, and Italy.

The Mycenaean period became the historical setting of much ancient Greek literature
and mythology. The epic poems of Homer, /liad and Odyssey, are Mycenaean in origin.

(2) Mycenaean Language

Mycenaean is the oldest known form of the Greek language. It was spoken on the Greek
mainland and on Crete in the Mycenaean period. The language was written on clay tablets' in
a script called Linear B.

Linear B is an ancient script, used to write Mycenaean Greek, the oldest known form of
ancient Greek. This was proved by Michael Ventris? in the early 1950s. Linear B came before
the Greek alphabet by several centuries.

The script is based on Linear A, a script which cannot be read today. The oldest texts
written in Linear B date from about 1450 BC. Linear B was found mainly in the palace
archives at Knossos, Cydonia, Pylos, Thebes and Mycenae. It disappeared with the fall of the
Mycenaean Civilization.

There are about 87 signs in Linear B that represent syllables. In addition, there are many
ideographic signs, which represent objects or commodities. They have no phonetic value’, and
are never used as word signs in writing a sentence. The texts on the tablets are mostly lists and
inventories. There are no stories, myths or poetry, but they give us some ideas of the people
who made them.

Linear B seems to have only been used for administration. In all the thousands of clay
tablets, a relatively small number of different “hands™ (or writers) have been detected: 45 in
Pylos (west coast of the Peloponnese, in southern Greece) and 66 in Knossos (Crete). The
script may have only been used by a guild of professional scribes who worked at different
palaces. When the palaces were destroyed, the script disappeared.

For a long time, no one could translate the tablets. At last, in 1952 Michael Ventris

deciphered the script. He showed that the language was an early form of Greek.

1 clay tablets: 84 . Linear B script was first discovered on clay tablets among the ruins of the Palace of Minos
at Knossos, Crete.

2 Michael Ventris: Michael Ventris (July 12, 1922—September 6, 1956) was an English architect, classicist and
philologist who deciphered Linear B, the ancient Mycenaean Greek script.

3 phonetic value: 3 {H. Phonetic value, compared to phonemes, is the voice actually pronounced or heard by
someone.



