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Literature

%1 The fact that language is changing can be easily observed in the constant addition of new
words. Sometimes people even coin their own words and phrases for new meanings, and
blending is one way to do this. Work with your group members to figure out the meanings of
the words in the box below.

chillax; defriend; smog;

shopaholic; cellfish; errorist; :

BYou can't get a cup of tea
ig enough or a book Jong

enough to suit me

CS 1wty
-y e - Ve

internest; textpectation; youniverse

The limits of my language

means the limits of my

world.

—Ludwig Wittgenstein
O 2. Words are the building blocks of literary works. Have you ever
wondered how a certain word comes into existence in the first
place? In other words, what makes a word real? Listen to Audio
1-1-1 and complete the following with correct information.
1) How does a word get into a dictionary? It gets in because




2) Dictionaries are a wonderful guide and resource, but
there is

that is

the final arbiter about what words mean.

3) In short, a word is real if

. The word might be

slangy, informal, or that word might be a word you think is

illogical or unnecessary, but that word is real as long as it is

%3. Read the words below by the well-known linguist Steven Pinker
and discuss the following questions with your classmates.
1) What do we use language for?

2) What can we learn from studying languages?

Language is a collective human
STEVEN creation, reflecting human nature, how
P | N KE R we conceptualize reality, how we relate
to one another. And then by analyzing

the various quirks and complexities of

THE

™ language, 1 think we can get a window
STUFF OF P &

T H 0 U G H T onto what makes us tick.

—Steven Pinker

@ 4. In literary works, we find great mastery of language. The authors
manage to touch our feelings with penetrating words. Have you
ever considered why we need literature and what literature is
for? Watch Video 1-1-2 and answer the following questions.

1) Why can literature be a great time saver for us?

<

= 3

" REMITRINE (ENH) 2O

All languages change over
time—albeit at different
rates. For example, English
evolved rapidly in just
a few centuries. Many
present-day speakers find
Shakespeare’s sixteenth
century texts difficult and
Chaucer’s fourteenth century
The Canterbury Tales nearly
impossible to read.

Languages change for a
variety of reasons. Large-
scale shifts often occur
in response to social,
economic and political
pressures. History records
many examples of language
change fueled by invasions,
colonization and migration.

Do

ow
Know?
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2) What doses the speaker mean by comparing literature to

“reality simulator”?

3) Why does the speaker say that literature knows us better

than ourselves?

4) According to the speaker, how should we look at literature?

@ 5. Have you considered how to improve your comprehension

%

in daily reading activities? Listen to Audio 1-1-3 and discuss
about the steps that help you build up towards a good reading
habit.
Step 1

Step 2
Step 3
Step 4
Step 5
Step 6

1. How would you adjust to the new surroundings if you were to

start a life alone in a foreign country? In Video 1-2-1, Lisa Bu
gives us a lovely and personal talk about how she succeeded
in adjusting to a new life in the United States by way of books.
Watch the video and choose the best answer to each of the
following questions.
1) Lisa’s parents believed that the most reliable way to a happy

lifeis ().

A. to become an engineer

B. to have a safe and well-paid job

C. to do what you like to do

Classical Lines

But @ man is not made
for defeat. A man can be
destroyed but not defeated.

—Old Man and the Sea

How many loved your
moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty
with love false or true, But
one man loved the pilgrim
soul in you, And loved the
sorrows of your changing
face;

—When You Are Old

It is a far, far better thing
that | do, than | have ever
done; it is a far, far better
rest that | go fo than | have
ever known.

—A Tale of Two Cities

Two roads diverged in a
wood, and |
took the one less traveled
by,
And that has made all the
difference.

—The Road not Taken




2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

02. In

D. to do what they like to do

As Lisa grew up, she realized that her long-cherished dream
of becoming an opera singer would never come true
because ( ).

A. she was too old to be trained for singing

B. her parents did not support her

C. she was too old to be trained for acrobatics

D. the school principal did not support her

In the novel Jane Eyre, Lisa manages to ( )

A. find her role model of an independent woman

B. learn to be efficient

C. have her hunger for parental advice satisfied

D. get inspirations of studying abroad

From which of the following books did Lisa gain insights to
build a new relationship with her parents? ( )

A. The Good Earth

B. The Bible

C. Lessons From History

D. Correspondence in the Family of Fou Lei

Lisa came to form the habit of comparative reading because ().
A. she has to learn geology

B. she was asked to do so

C. she has to adjust to a new culture

D. she has to adopt a new way of looking at maps

In comparative reading, Lisa reads the books Benjamin
Franklin and Jobn Adams in pair because the two books
are about ( )

A. people who are involved in the same event

B. friends with shared experiences

C. the same stories in different genres

D. similar stories from different cultures

the reading process, Lisa gradually came to realize the

importance of books and the meaning of dreams to her. Listen

to Audio 1-2-2 and complete the following lines.

1)

g

Books have given her

. She knows she will never feel




