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The Discovery and Definition of Column and Tie Construction Construction

QIAO Xunxiang

Abstract: Since the column and tie construction was discovered by researchers of the Society for the Study
of Chinese Architecture moving to South China, it has been known as an important characteristic of wooden
structurein southern China, and is recognized as the main style of wooden structure in China. During the
study on the column and tie construction, as the diversity and features are ramified, the existing definition has
to be changed. This paper reviews the history of research on the column and tie construction, analyzes the key
points of its changes, and a more exact definition has been proposed. This redefinition of the column and tie
construction also contributes to better understanding Chinese architectural historiography.

Key words: the definition of the column and tie construction; Chinese architectural historiography; wooden
structurein South China
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Commentaries on Volume Thirty-One of the Drawings of Timber
Structure in YingzaoFashi

ZHU Yongchun

Abstract: This paper is a collection of commentaries of the 31st volume in the YingzaoFashi. This
volume is the second half of the drawings of timber structure. Li Jie used this whole volume to explain
the characteristics, classification, parting and properties of the diantang(palatial hall) and tingtang (grand
hall) two kinds of timber structures. It involves the key concepts of puzuo(bracket unit) layer, groove form,
puzuo configuration, the form of fengcao (cruciform layout of palatial hall), puzuo configuration, etc. It is
necessary to get consensus in the discussion. It is an attempt to annotate the design of the wood structure in
the YingzaoFashi. Therefore, this paper provides commentaries of this volume as the first attempt to elicit
comments and suggestions.

Key words: YingzaoFashi; timber structure; commentaries; structure of diantang (palatial hall); structure of
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