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Design is not any particular furnishing, but rather the dialog that ascends between all of the elements. It's about mixing high
and low, using bold color, and not being afraid to combine different periods, shapes and forms that create lively spaces
where memories reside and lives are enriched. Essential to every home are items, colors, patterns or mementos that tell the
story about who the inhabitant is. | love statement-making design. The statement might be a whisper or a shout. | like design
that tells a story on first viewing, then reveals more about itself as it's inhabited.

Stress free, relaxed living is the ultimate in luxury today. That equates to homes tailored to the exacting needs of clients’
discerning eyes and busy lives. Rooms furnished with pieces that delight the inhabitant and their guests, and sit right, store
right and work right...just for them. High-end homes and interiors feature edited selections of superb furnishings, art and
antiques. They're less likely to be overly filled with stuff, to allow the client's possessions to shine. They're more modern,
even when traditional. The fabrics and textiles are more likely to be textured and rich than patterned and dizzying. Color is
offbeat and more unique. They are often eclectically furnished, reflecting the owner’s travels and interests.

Design is about incorporating bold, vibrant colors with a striking mix of genres and periods into every room. My point of
departure when selecting a palette is usually a compilation of what the clients’ preferences are, and what | intuitively hear
the space saying. | don't feel there is any color combo that is forbidden. It all depends on how the colors are combined,
the overall balance, and the weighting of colors in a space. | don’t have a favorite combination, what | love are the endless
possibilities the rainbow presents. | usually prefer one dominant color, one secondary color, and often a third color thrown
in for spice. There could be too many colors in a room, if not applied with a painterly hand. | love the warmth, history,
uniqueness and grandeur that traditional design and antiques can bring, yet feel compelled to juxtapose with a minimal
approach that injects structure, rigor, and contemporary mores. My style has stayed consistent in certain ways, but has also
evolved. | am much freer today in the way | mix things, both in the nature of eclecticism, and in the colors | use. Design
has evolved over time as well. There are no rules anymore so don't be afraid to take risks! Being able to constantly do new
things, play with fresh color combos, source and discover the latest and greatest, the best and bravest is what | love about
being an interior designer.
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New York-based designer Jamie Drake has long used his
exuberant color sense, taste for glamour, and eye for telling
detail to create memorable residential and commercial
interiors in a range of styles. Among the most notable are
a Los Angeles showplace for Madonna, residences in the
Dakota and other historic New York buildings, multiple
projects for former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg,
including Gracie Mansion and various rooms at City Hall, a
private, New York-based foundation, and a ground-up medical
facility in Florida. He has also masterminded collections for
Boyd Lighting, Schumacher, Safavieh, Lewis Mittman, THG,
Elkay, Labrazel, and more recently, Theodore Alexander. A
widely published member of the Interior Design Hall of Fame
and Andrew Martin International Interior Designer of the Year
in 2003, Drake sits on the board of the New York Community
Trust and the Historic House Trust Directors’ Council. In
2011, he was inducted into the ASID College of Fellows, and
was recognized in 2013 as a Star of Interior Design for the
prestigious Fashion Group International’s Night of Stars gala.
Drake currently serves as the Chair of The Alpha Workshops,

where he has been a board member for more than a decade.
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DESCRIBING THE FRENCH DECORATION STYLE
sER R

France is certainly one of the countries in the world with the strongest tradition in the field of decorative arts. The French decorative
style, with its centuries-long history, seduces those customers who are more interested in a certain spirit rather than a "total look"
for their interior. From the height of French decorative arts—the epitome of which is the palace of Versailles—to the emergence
of numerous art movements such as Art Déco, the Empire style or eclecticism, the French have often been trendsetters on the

international art scene.
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With its rich history and numerous trends, it is thus no easy task to try to define what makes the French decorative style. If, however,
one dared to give a definition, one could perhaps talk of a style both irreverent and yet respectful of artisanal traditions. While
the English decorative style is often described as eccentric, and the Italian one as traditional, the French style is often associated
with harmony. France, indeed, excels in the creation of interiors where classicism and modernity meet without ever clashing with
one another. Many agree that the French style is the fruit of the successful blending of elegance and trend with a view to express
refinement in every detail.
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Even though the French decorative style is resolutely part of a long historical tradition, it is also the fruit of individual experiences. The
French style is indeed known and renowned all over the world thanks to great names in the field of decoration. Several generations
of interior designers have contributed to shape its reputation. The rearguard, made up mainly of forty—something "dandies", is now
looking to free itself from its dogma. Many blend decorative genres, break away from traditional lines and ensembles and dare to
use color — in order to step away from the abiding good taste that is the hallmark of the French decorative style. It is yet again the
opportunity to demonstrate that there is no such thing as a single French school of decoration, but rather a common culture nurtured
by a variety and multiplicity of influences.
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Graduated from a prestigious French school of interior design, Olivier Berni

began his career in 1999 in design and commercial architecture.
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Project director for 8 years in a prestigious Parisian decoration agency,
he first honed his talent with renowned international establishments such
as the Costes hotel or the Lancel stores. Other projects for prestigious
private residences allowed him to confirm his taste for the neoclassical
style, which he is particularly fond of. He then set to breathe new life into
the emblematic French decorative style of the 18th and 19th centuries that

contributed to the high standing of Paris in the arts worldwide.

B FER - RERKGIEMNIB S KSEF, E5TMFEE. =¥

5% EEFARMEREELEFERE SIS . BEfiBE 2T
AFETMBILWHE THC R THH @XEN &AL, B2MAEER. R
m,% FEB N FABLERHFBRELHRZARARESEENISELS
19t LR RS A U IR KR I T 24

Its projects are intended to express a perfect mix of modernity and a

typically French decorative tradition. The agency makes free use of shades
of color or stripes. Its suppliers and product selections are multiple and
varied. Faux finish as cracked paint, gold or silver leaf are juxtaposed with
damask and silk velour in an eclectic and sophisticated ensemble. Textures
and colors compliment elaborate soft furnishings and delicate rechampis
for the furnishing of exceptional interiors.
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THE BEAUTY OF FRENCH
ART OF LIVING
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DESIGN DESCRIPTION | igit#i

Nowadays, contemporary people's fashion and life style are changing rapidly, and what
surprises people is that there is a kind of real “French art of living”; although the changes of
the time, it still remains the same. It is traditional and elegant yet full of modern flavor. This
house, in a classical and bold French style that refers to Louis XV, with wonderful antiques,
mainly from the Marche aux Puces in Paris and unique ornaments, miniatures, porcelain
and works of art. The designer tries his best to create the pure classical French style and
stress on the soft materials, graceful modellings and delicate collocations, exuding naturally
the luxurious and generous temperament with elegant romance.

EHRAMNNEANSEZTATHMELTNSK, KRB —MALN SAXETFEZ
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PROJECT NAME: Classical Athens House TREMN: HiEs >R
DESIGNER: Fani Leventi B ET - s
LOCATION: Athens, Greece WA FETEs
AREA: 200 m’ MEEH#: 200375%

PHOTOGRAPHER: Costas Picadas for dluximages.com % b BT - BRkH
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