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PREFACE TO THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY EDITION

THE SPORTS section of the New York Times reported in July
2007, as Barry Bonds approached the Major League home
run record, “Bonds spent his free time in Chicago praying with
Jesse Jackson, visiting with his family, and deconstructing video-
tape of his swing.” Clearly deconstruction has entered the lan-
guage as a synonym for analysis that exposes mechanisms,
procedures, or habits. Its connotations do not appear to be set-
tled, though. Woody Allen’s film Deconstructing Harry an-
nounces a dismantling or undoing that does not bode well for
Harry, whereas the Times reporter suggests that Bonds’s decon-
structive analysis provided insights into his swing and enabled
him “to correct some flaws.”

The fortunes of the word deconstruction are doubtless one rea-
son that On Deconstructionis still in demand twenty-five years after
it sought to explain deconstruction and to examine its implica-
tions for literary study. The term deconstruction was one of the
flash points in critical and cultural debates of the last quarter of
the twentieth century, a rallying point and term of abuse, the
name of a body of difficult, deeply influential theoretical writ-
ings and also the name for a broad movement in twentieth-
century thought in which assumptions or presumptions of a
millennial philosophical, literary, and critical tradition have
been put in question. Most simply, deconstruction is a mode of

References for the authors and titles mentioned in this preface appear in the Bib-
liography for the 25th Anniversary Edition, starting on page 315.



