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ords and Expressions

churchyard ['tfa:tfja:d] BIBR; HERE, HEEH
disconsolate [dis'konsalit] B &0EFA~FAY; TEERRY; FIEAY
academy [o'kedami] @ Ff%; AR, F&; TRERER
pompous [‘pompas) @@ 5 ARY; FERY; HEMASY; BGHER
mahogany [ma'hagenil B HKIE/OAR, £1K; 1486
grandchildren [g'rentfildren] BFF; 7 (Z&Z) , 90 (&)

( grandchild9R1aE%7 )

tumbler [tambla] @ 7~EI5 (It ) ; FER; #EHtE;, W
HNEE, RE; FERKB

canvas ['kenvas] @ 7 @@ IAAHFIEY @ BANAES, BINHES




RN IRIERA : eautiful stories

As the manager of the Performance sits before the curtain on
the boards and looks into the Fair, a feeling of profound melancholy
comes over him in his survey of the bustling place. There is a great
quantity of eating and drinking, making love and jilting, laughing
and the contrary, smoking, cheating, fighting, dancing and fiddling;
there are bullies pushing about, bucks ogling the women, knaves
picking pockets, policemen on the look-out, quacks (other quacks,
plague take them!) bawling in front of their booths, and yokels
looking up at the tinselled dancers and poor old rouged tumblers,
while the light-fingered folk are operating upon their pockets
behind. Yes, this is VANITY FAIR; not a moral place certainly; nor a
merry one, though very noisy. Look at the faces of the actors and
buffoons when they come off from their business; and Tom Fool
washing the paint off his cheeks before he sits down to dinner with
his wife and the little Jack Puddings behind the canvas.

Although schoolmistresses’ letters are to be trusted no more
nor less than churchyard epitaphs; yet, as it sometimes happens
that a person departs this life who is really deserving of all the
praises the stone cutter carves over his bones; Who is a good
Christian, a good present, a good child,a good wife or a good
husband, who actually does leave a disconsolate family to mourn
his loss; so in academies of the male and female sex it occurs every
now and then that the pupil is fully worthy of the praises bestowed
by the disinterested instructor. Now, Miss Amelia Sedley was a

young lady of this singular species; and deserved not only all that
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Miss Pinkerton said in her praise, but had many charming qualities
which that pompous old Minerva of a woman could not see, from
the differences of rank and age between her pupil and herself.

Mr Sedley was neutral. “Let Jos marry whom he likes,” he said,
“it’s no affair of mine. This girl has no fortune; no more had Mrs
Sedley. She seems good-humoured and clever, and will keeps him
in order, perhaps. Better she, my dear, than a black Mrs Sedley and
a dozen of mahogany grandchildren.”

In honour of the young bride’s arrival, her mother thought it
necessary to prepare | don’t know what festive entertainment, and
after the first ebullition of talk, took leave of Mrs. George Osborne
for a while, and dived down to the lower regions of the house to a
sort of kitchen-parlour, there to take measures for the preparing of
a magnificent ornamented tea.

“Fast and loose!” Howled out old Osborne. “Fast and loose!
Why, hang me, those are the very words my gentleman used
himself when he gave himself airs, last Thursday was a fortnight,
and talked about the British army to his father who made him,
what, it’s you who have been a setting of him up—is it? And my
service to you, Captain. It’s you who want to introduce beggars
into my family. Thank you for nothing, Captain. Marry her indeed—
he, he! Why should he? | warrant you she’d go to him fast enough

without.”
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Who is a good Christian, a good present, a good child,a
good wife or a good husband, who actually does have a
disconsolate family to mourn his loss.
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Mr Sedley was neutral. “Let Jos marry whom he likes,”he
said, “it’s no affair of mine. This girl has no fortune; no more
had Mrs Sedley. She seems good-humoured and clever, and
will Eéeps him in ordér, perhaps. Better she my dear, than a
black Mrs Sedley and a dozen of mahogany grandchildren.”
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In honour of the young bride’s arrival, her mother
thought it necessary to prepare | don’t know what festive
entertainment, and after the first ebullition of talk, took

leave of Mrs. George Osborne for a while,and dived down to
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the lower regions of the house to a sort of kitchen-parlour,
there to take measures for the preparing of a magnificent
ornamented tea.

A FEELNICIIARIREE T, A% EARBE
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FAHBEBFEEN—EEE, ITEEM—SIZieRFR.
ERREENRS,

a magnificent ornamented tea {RIEIBIEIEN—SIZiEF
FB. BEREENES.

“Fast and loose!” Howled out bld Osborne. “Fast and
loose! Why, hang me, those are the very‘words my gentleman
used himself when he gave himself airs, last Thursday was
a fortnight, and talked about the British army to his father
who made him, what, it’s you who have been a setting of him
up—is it? And my service to you, Captain. It’s you who want
to introduce beggars into my family. Thank you for nothing,
Captain. Marry her indeed-he, he! Whykshould he? | warrant
you she’d go to him fast enough without.”
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pursuit [pa'sju:t] @1EFE, 183k; BRI, T/F

conceal [kon'si:l] @ [R5 ; [

solitary ['solitari] @ FIURAY; IREAY

wary ['weari] EZTERY; HYIER; SN, FREERY
twilight [wailaitl @ 23288, B, BF,;, TR, EIWKE
doom [durm] B ;F5E; #IHR; LK

daze [deiz] @ (F5T748; {EERTEEEL; (F21X

lacy ['leisi] @@ {£10RY; Z275R9

motion ['maufen] BEN(E; Bz, FH; iEK; BT
trunk [trank] BITF; 88KF; RE; REERHITERE
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WFENIRIERNR : eautiful stories

Beyond Jenn, | left the road, following it, but too far away to
be seen from it. | didn’t fear pursuit by Madame Edith, who would
probably conceal my disappearance for as long as possible in hopes |
might return. The baker’s worries about ogres and bandits | thought
exaggerated, since a solitary traveler would hardly be worthwhile
prey. However, | was wary of strangers. With my curse, | had to be.

| wondered if | would meet Char on his way to the Fens. | liked
thinking he might be near, but whether he was ahead of me or
behind, or whether he had taken this route at all, | had no idea, and
| wished my magic book had told me more.

The road was little trafficked, and | was too happy about my
escape to feel much fear. | was free of orders. If | wanted to eat my
breakfast under a maple tree and watch the day grow between its
leaves, | could — and did. If | wanted to skip or hop or run and slide
on dew-wet leaves, | could — and did. And when the mood took
me, | whistled or recited poems that | made up on the spot.

| spent two glorious days this way, the best since before
Mother had died. | saw deer and hares, and once, at twilight, |
swear | saw a phoenix rise, trailing smoke.

On the third day, | began to despair about reaching the giants
in time. | hadn’t even come to the elves’ Forest. If | had any chance
of getting to the wedding, | should have passed the Forest on the
second day, unless the baker had been mistaken about the distance
from the Forest to the giants. Perhaps they were much closer to

each other than he thought.
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On the fourth day, | finished my last bit of traveler’s bread. The
land changed to sandy fields and low scrub, and | began to despair
about reaching the giants before the newlyweds celebrated their
first anniversary.

On the fifth day, | knew | was doomed to wander in endless
barrens till | died.

On the sixth day, there were more trees, but | was too dazed
by hunger to realize their significance. | was searching the ground
for the lacy flowers of the wild carrot when | caught a shift in the
shadows ahead of me, a flash of motion among the tree trunks. A

deer? A walking bush? There, | saw it again. An elf!

KRR

With my curse, | had to be.

EARAERIIE, R

Wlth?gﬁig.' ' iﬁ °

I liked thinking he might be near, but whether he was
ahead of me or behind, or whether he had taken this route
at all, | had no idea, and | wished my magic book had told me
more.
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[E55155cf R ords and Expressions

carpenter ['ka:panta(n] @K T, K[E

puppet ['papit] @ AfE, Itd; (Ef

naughty ['no:ti] B IREZAY; BSAY

stuck [stak] @) ( stick AU EXRIEES1E ) @BEIFRTHY, K
~MERY

tongue tan] B F3L, 1EE, M5, 185, RiELN 05, A%,
&, WRes

neck [nek] @ i+, #

catch [ket/] MIBIE; #LE (F); £ (FF) BREHEY

jail [dzeill @ 555K, ¥5%F; ¥OEEFT @ ISZEE, TR
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