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EDITORIAL

It often happens that a middle school graduate, having passed his

= final examination of English with distinction, cannot talk fluently with

his English or American friends. Textbook English is one thing and
practical conversational English is another. English is a living language.

For a beginner who learns to taik, it is absolutely necessary to study

the living structure of the language, and master the rules of its speech -

habits. This book is meant, therefore, to bridge the gap between
textbook grammar and everyday English usage.

“Learn to speak by speaking.” This is the motto every student should
observe. Only by repeating numerous times the same patterns of speech
can the student acquire a permanent habit of speaking English in
a natural way. This book provides full text of everyday sentences in
spoken English and sufficient oral drills for students with a Chinese
language background. ‘

It is a matter of fact that every student certainly “meets with
dit‘ﬁcultie:s in learning a foreign language. We have arranged, therefore,

" & step-by-step schedule, beginning with' the sentences as simple as

possible. In their mother tongue the Chinese students neither know the
conjugation of the verb, nor the syntax of compound complex
sentences. Don’t confuse their mind with all these grammatical peculi-
arities. First of all iet them speak. Some other textbooks may be
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Index of Patterns and Usage

OEVE R ]

| The first page number refers to the GRAMMAR NOTES or o X
. VOCABULARY section, and the page number in parentheses refers =

to the first drill in the DRILL section.
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1. Please be careful.
Would you mind closing the door?

- Don’t forget your suitcases.
PLEASE, COULD, YOU, MAY %&4 =R, #kR., %

lhﬂg:‘]/b]% ....................................................... 9
2, Let me use your tape recorder.

LET fE R RO RI H oo vvmvmemesmmnnsmnnnsesirsmniniiiains s 12
3. Let’s take the bus. '
~ Why don't we study tonight?
Shall we take a taxi?
How about going home? ;
A B e P =R RN C2 s mar e 13
4. Lei studies but Janet doesn’t.
Lei studies and 'Janet' does too.

Lei doesn’t study and Janet docsn’t cither._
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DIALOG

Lei and Janet are on the bus approaching the campus.

Part |

Jajet: Well, Lei, what do you think of Huntsville?
Lei: It seems very nice. What’s that big building over there?
Janet: That's Huntsville high school.
Lei: Are there many high schools in Huntsville?
Janet: No. There are only two. : ‘j
The other one is on the south side of town.
Lei: The university is on the north side, isn't it?
Janet: That’s right. Here, take a look at this map.
Do you see the lake here?
Lei: Yes.
Janet: Well, the campus is right beside the lake.
Lei: I see. Can we go swirﬁming there in the summer?
~Janet: Sure. It’s a good place for swimming.

Part 2 e

Lei: That’s great. 1 like swimming very much.
: I’s a very popular sport in Singapore.

Janet: They play a lot of baseball over there too, don’t they?
Lei: Yes, but 1 don’t care much for baseball.
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