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WATERFRONTS
EKX

Oceans, lakes and rivers have always been the focus for human activity.
The water's edge has always been a special place for people, a place to
gather and to settle, a place for work and for contemplation, a place of
nourishment and a place of departure and arrival.

In nature, the waterfront marks the boundary between two worlds, the
land and the water, and brings with it richness and diversity that is hard
to compare.

The place where these great elements meet should always be treated
with respect and dignity. Water connects and separates us, it beckons us
to another world and challenges us to explore. The water's edge allows
us to ponder another place where our imaginations can roam. It's a place
of spirituality.

In modern times, these statements are both true and sadly neglected.
Many water bodies have been exploited, depleted and dominated by one
use or another. Polluted and devoid of life, water can also be an irritant,
a reminder of our failures and our greed. The spirituality of the waterfront
can only be fully attained when it has been repaired, when the water
again breathes life.

All over the world, waterfronts are being reimagined, restored, re
purposed and again given the respect and dignity they deserve. Through
this process, water quality has dramatically improved along with aquatic

life. Modern urban dwellers still understand the intrinsic uniqueness
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of being by the water. Waterfronts still pull at our hearts and take us to
another place. Today waterfronts provide a vital spiritual resource in
urban development.

Modern urban waterfronts should be seen as a place for communal
gathering, a place of good health and of celebration. The modern
waterfront can continue to feed us, literally and spiritually. Waterfront
developments provide us with the opportunity to improve the water
environment. To halt the process of degradation, to create the opportunity
for nature at the water's edge and to provide the opportunity for man to
witness, understand and experience this transformation.

In such contexts communities thrive. People come to live and enjoy the
view. People gather and explore. They come for recreation, health and
leisure.

Waterfronts are often rich in human memory, of past times, of
communities and of sacred stories. Successful waterfront development
draws on the genius loci of the place and provides a reflection of the
past resulting in richness and authenticity often lacking in modern
development.

Through careful and diligent planning waterfront communities can
celebrate and remember the sacred value of the water's edge and all

that it has provided for generations past.
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More than half of our bodies are made up of water. Is this why people are
so drawn to it for peace and relaxation?

Water is one of the most powerful landscape attractants in both public
and private places, in cities and natural environments. It's visual and
audible cues are immediately relaxing and often awe-inspiring.

Water has been and remains a key component within many of the most
well-known and highly recognized landscapes throughout the world,
both natural and manmade. Its appeal transcends all countries, religions,
and cultural values. Man's relationship with water is inextricably linked,
be it as a source of sustenance, a commercial conduit or simply a place
of beauty and recreation.

It is true to say that we never tire of looking at, listening to, or being beside
water. Varying immensely in the type of interface, whether man-made or
natural, waterfront landscapes are always highly valued destinations.

As Landscape Architects and Master Planners, waterfront landscapes
present us with some of the most interesting and challenging design
exercises. Whether beachfront, lakefront, canal or natural waterway,
each of these landscapes carries not only exciting opportunities but also
specific sets of guidelines and considerations to maximize the end result
for the final users of these special places.

Landscapes adjacent or associated with water enjoy one of the most
beautiful settings, and water, whether active or passive, attracts us to play

or rest, and with luck to live beside. For this reason landscapes adjacent
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to water enjoy a very high level of desirability, not just recreationally and
culturally, but in a commercial sense as well. It is very true that water
adds tremendous value to land whether it is directly adjacent, or if there
is only a glimpse of water from afar.

Therefore designing waterfront landscapes and master planning
landscapes around water, means having to consider many different
goals. Some common goals include maximizing the length of the water-
landscape interface, considering accessibility and visibility of the water
body, creating safe entry and egress from the water where applicable,
optimizing the opportunities to interact, enjoy and appreciate the
waterfront landscape, managing the co-existence of public and private
interfaces to water, and by doing these things elevating the value that
waterfront landscapes give to a development or city.

PLACE Design Group has been involved in many different types of
waterfront landscapes, with a number of our waterfront projects attracting
international design recognition. We are always excited to master plan
and design the many types of landscapes that involve water frontage,
from hard-edged boardwalks and parkland promenades to softer
natural interfaces. The juxtaposition of landscape and water requires
us as designers to appreciate and support the sensitive environmental
processes that occur between them, and to design waterfront

landscapes that ensure both ecological and economic sustainability.
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The Bondi to Bronte coast walk is a part of the nationally
significant 9km coastal walk from Sydney’s South Head to
Maroubra. The project resolves complex geotechnical,
structural and heritage conditions to retain the significant
cliff top heath community and the remarkable hanging
swamps along the exposed sandstone platforms. A set of
lookouts strung together by a light thread of walkway along
the cliff tops of Sydney’s east captures the sublime of the
headlands, the sandstone outcrops and the vastness at the
continent’s edge.

Sensitivity to site is embodied in the simple materials and
understated lightness of the walkway’s design as it shifts and
slides along the movement path to reveal the story of the
cliff top landscape. Each of the five lookout points takes on
its own distinctive form as the walkway cranks and fractures
in response to the crystalline geology of the site and
angular structure of Hawkesbury sandstone. Over remnant
vegetation, the walkway’s timber switches to a gridded
fiberglass mesh to allow light and water to penetrate.
Materials are selected for design quality, durability and
sustainability. A limited use of balustrades balances risk with
experience.

Site conditions were complex, and rigorous geotechnical
planning was required to work with the rock outcrops
and dyke intrusions of the site. In many areas piling was
required to breech unstable fill slopes, and environmental
sensitivities meant construction access was limited to a four
meter corridor. The project originally arose from the need fo
preserve the historic Waverley Cemetery, one of Sydney'’s
most culturally sensitive and spectacular cemeteries, from
ongoing damage by the walk’s annual 700,000 visitors.
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