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Zhou Long born on July 8, 1953 in Beijing. Zhou Long enrolled in the Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing in 1977.
Following graduation in 1983, he was appointed composer-in-residence with the China Broadcasting Symphony. He travelled
to the United States in 1985 under a fellowship to attend Columbia University, where he studied with Chou Wen-Chung,
Davidovsky and Edwards, receiving a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 1993. Dr. Zhou is currently Distinguished Professor of

Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance.

Zhou Long is internationally recognized for creating a unique body of music that brings together the aesthetic concepts and
musical elements of East and West. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for his first opera, Madame White Snake, Dr. Zhou also
received the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award, the 2012-2013 Elise Stoeger Prize from Lincoln Center Chamber
Music Society. He has been two-time recipient of commissions from the Koussevitzky, From Music Foundations, Meet the
Composer, Chamber Music America, and the New York State Council on the Arts. He has received fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim and Rockefeller Foundations, and the New York Foundation for the Arts. In

2015, Zhou Long and Chen Yi both were nominated the 58" Grammy Award.

Recently, he has completed Tsingtao Overture, which awarded China National Arts Fund; Beijing Rhyme - A Symphonic Suite,
commissioned by the Beijing Symphony Orchestra, a quartet co-commissioned by the Wigmore Hall and Lincoln Center, and his
first piano concerto Postures co-commissioned by the BBC Proms and Singapore Symphony. In 2013, Zhou Long has composed
a whole evening symphonic epic 'Nine Odes' on poems by Qu Yaun for four solo vocalists and orchestra, commissioned by
the Beijing Music Festival. Zhou’s music of all genres has been widely performed and recorded, and published by the Oxford

University Press and the Shanghai Music Publishing House.
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In China, folk music and songs have traditionally crisscrossed the clearly distinguished boundaries between high and low
culture. Folk songs were historically valued by China's officialdom as expressions of local culture, chronicles of local sentiment,
and transmitters of timeless values. One of the key Confucian classics, the Book of Songs, is a folk song anthology of ancient

vintage, and early dynasties promoted the official collection and study of such songs.

Folk songs are a mirror of people's daily lives, their thoughts and sentiments, local customs and manners. They are sung in
regional dialects and use the idioms of everyday speech with their particular intonations, accents and cadences. This correlation
between speech and music distinguishes folk songs of one region from another. There are three main forms of folk songs: shan
ge, or mountain songs, are sung in the open air, often with long trills that can carry over great distances; hao zi , or working
songs, are simple tunes with strong rhythms sung by workmen to accompany their labor; xiao diao, more structured and

sophisticated, are arranged and performed by professional or semi-professional musicians for entertainment.

I have selected eight Chinese folk songs in various styles from different regions, and arranged for the Shanghai String Quartet in
1998. Three Chinese Folk Songs, including: Leaving Home (Shanbei), Lan Hua Hua (Shanbei), Driving the Mule Team (Shanbei)
for dizi, pipa, zheng and erhu were specially arranged for the Phillips Collection's International Leading Composers Concert in

Washington DC on December 8th, 2016, premiered by Music From China Ensemble.
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