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A History Engraved in Bronzes and Stones

Hsing Yun, the founder of the Fo Guang Shan

The categorizing and collating of Buddhist texts can be traced back to the
several Buddhist councils after the death of the Buddha.

After the transmission of Buddhism into China, a great number of Buddhist
texts emerged along with the flourishing of translation and composition of Bud-
dhist works. To preserve these texts and make them more accessible to common
readers, the sutras and treatises are organized as canons, whilst the scattered
works are assembled as compilations. The examples, including Hongming ji 5l
Hi# (Anthology of Extended Brilliance) , Guang Hongming ji &5.PH%E (Ex-
panded Anthology of Extended Brilliance) , and Fayuan Zhulin BEAERAK (A
Grove of Pearls in the Dharma Garden) , all of which are classical and influen-
tial works in Chinese Buddhism.

Buddhist bronze and stone inscriptions attracted the attention of Buddhist
scholars in a very early period. Many texts are collected and compiled, inclu-
ding the 46 volume Zhusi Beiwen =718 3C ( Epigraphs of the Temples) that is
compiled by Sengyou ({84, 445 —-518) of Liang Dynasty (502 —557), and
the 30 volume Shishi beiwen FEX#% 3L ( Buddhist Epigraphs) that is compiled
by Xiao Yi (% 4%, 508 —555), the Emperor Yuan of Liang. Unfortunately
both works have been lost since a long time ago.

The studies on bronze and stone inscriptions emerged quietly since the
Song (960 — 1279) and Yuan (1271 - 1368 ) dynasties. Many bronze and
stoneinscriptive texts, including Buddhist inscriptions, are collected and pres-

ented in varied books. They are precious resources for the further collations and
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studies of later generations.

Xu Ming, who is a lay Buddhist, published Zhongguo fojiao jinglun xu ba
Ju i B B AR SR F B ECE ( The Collections of Forewords Postscripts, and
Records of Sutras and Treatises) in 2002. Now he has conquered many difficul-
ties that is beyond the imagination of common people and finished the compila-
tion of this Buddhist Bronze and Stone Inscriptions in China, showing his great
patience and strong will. This project is of great importance.

This work epitomizes the inscriptions from the period of the Buddha’s time
trough 1949 that are found in mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and Tai-
wan. The inscriptions involve Buddhism and history, geography, politics, eco-
nomic and military matters, society, nationality, faith, medicine, art, etc. The
whole work includes 20 volumes, more than 1000 cited books, 22,000 pieces
of articles, and 15,000,000 characters.

The texts of this book comes from carved stones, rubbings, bronze and
stone documents, canons, chronicles of Buddhist temples, chorographies, en-
cyclopedias of dynasties, series of books, researches, transcripts, and jour-
nals, and some other resources that are related to Buddhist bronze and stone in-
scriptions. According to the content, the work is divided into four sections:
temples and pavilions, pagoda inscriptions and tombstone epigraphs, epigraphs
ofBuddhist statues, official documents about the monastic properties. This mul-
tiple-volumed work is easy to use. The publication of this work will no doubt
greatly contribute to the academic community.

Xu Ming has been persisting on this work for more than ten years. How ad-
mirable! In our time, things upgrade quickly. The concentration and diligence
of “grinding sword for decades” are not as common as that in the old times. I
was very happy when I heard that he wanted me to write a foreword for this

work.

[ became a monk at Qixia Monastery ( ##53F) of Nanjing when I was
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twelve. This monastery can be traced back to the Southern Qi dynasty (479 —
502). Lord Mingzheng (BH##E ) devoted his own house to the building of
temples. The inscriptions on the Jianzong Stele (7T487% ) still exists. After-
ward, I went to Taiwan to propagate the Buddha’s teaching and bought a patch
of hillside land to build Fo Guang Shan monastery. In order to record the histo-
ry of this monastery and the devotions of benefactors, we also carved many ste-
les. Thus, I have some emotional connections and affections to bronze and
stone inscriptions. In addition, there are a few encounters between Xu Ming
and me previously. Thus, though old and sick, I still accept his invitation, re-

joice with praise and write this foreword with great happiness.



The Hope of Chinese Culture
A Foreword to Buddhist Bronze and Stone Inscriptions in China

By Fang Guangchang

All scholars are aware of the great value of bronze and stone inscriptions
regarding the research on history and Buddhism. That’s why the studies on
bronze and stone inscriptions emerged in an early period and flourished in the
Qing dynasty. Many related works in this area have been published. I will save
my words on this since Xu Ming has already made an introduction in his Preface
to this book.

Many years ago, I started the project of compiling Zangwai fojiao wenxian
M Z LR ( The Materials Beyond Chinese Buddhist Canon). In theFore-
word of the first volume, I included “the bronze and stone inscriptions that are
related to Buddhism” in the catalogue when I explained what is “the materials
beyond Chinese Buddhist canon”. In addition, I presented a few stone inscrip-
tions that are from Dazu of Sichuan in the fourth volume. Afterwards, when we
were preparing for the compilation of Zhonghua Dazangjing: Hanwen bufen H1
FESLE — ¥ CF 4> (The Chinese Manuscripts in the Tripitaka Sinica) , I
made a suggestion to the well-respected scholar Ren Jiyu that we should enclose
the bronze and stone inscriptions. He accepted the advice. We set up a catego-
ry of “Stele Inscriptions” and placed it in the catalogue of “Historical Biogra-
phy and Chorography”. We started by collecting the stele inscriptions and
hoped to include more bronze and stone documents in the future when right con-
ditions are ready. In the past two thousand years, a great number of Chinese

Buddhist documents have been created. Though the two volumes Zhonghua
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