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Preface

Congratulations !

In opening this book you are about to step into a special tour
of the United Kingdom. From the significance of blue badges to
green city living this book gives a fascinating insight into Britain
past and present. You can read about the history behind some of
the iconic buildings which litter London's skyline, learn about the
large scale city renovation plans of Cardiff city and how the humble
red telephone box and double decker bus have become famous
around the world. Also explained is the social culture of the people
from leisure time pursuits to some of the rules and regulations by
which the population abide.

Prof. Zhou went to the UK for the first time as a
government—sponsored visiting scholar over ten years ago. He has
published several books introducing Chinese readers to the UK's
history, urban development, culture, celebrities and the practices
of UK's broadcasting industry. Welcomed by the Chinese
broadcasting industry who took a keen interest in learning from
the UK's experience, his books have helped to establish important

media and journalism bridges between UK and China. I am



delighted to see that he was honoured as the only Chinese scholar
introduced by the Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism
(RIS]) in 1ts 30th anniversary album.

As well as the above, Prof Zhou worked with UK
government and non—government organisations and participated
in various activities and events to promote UK culture in local
communities. Sharing his experience and views of the UK media
through the eyes of a Chinese RISJ scholar in Oxford has been
invaluable to other journalists across SW China, whether as part of
a media gathering or in media workshops organised by the British
Consulate General. His in—depth presentations on UK culture and
education during the GREAT Britain in Kunming Week campaign
impressed both audiences and organisers.

With his passion, curiosity and professional skills, Prof Zhou
observed, explored and discovered familiar and unfamiliar customs
and details within UK cities and its countryside and recorded it
all in this delightful book. I hope you enjoy this book and that
it inspires you to visit the United Kingdom and experience the

wonders first hand.

Cecille El Beleidi

British Consul—General, Chongging

Feb. 28th 2018
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Foreword
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A Curious Approach
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