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/PREFACE »

Carrying our dreams,
Connecting the future

| feel honoured to write the Foreward for this amazing book,
‘My Railway, My Story” , published by the Changjiang Publishing
and Media. “My Raitway, My Story” depicts the construction of the
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) which stretches from the Kenyan
port of Mombasa at the Indian Ocean for 472 Kilometers to Nairobi,
the capital city of Kenya, in the first phase of the modern railway
development in Kenya, the beginning of the gradual development
of railway and infrastructure connectivity within the countries of the
East Africa region.
The Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) is a flagship project of
Kenya' s National Development blueprint, the Kenya Vision 2030,
which seeks to transform Kenya into a newly industrializing, middie—

income country providing high quality of life to all its citizens by 2030.
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It is the largest and most successful infrastructure project in East
and Central Africa implemented in more than five decades.

Jointly built by Kenya and China with the assistance of
Chinese finance, the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) is a railway
of friendship and mutual cooperation between Kenya and China, a
testament to the ever growing harmonious cooperation between
the two countries. At the launch of the Railway on 31%" May, 2017,
His Excellency Unuru Kenyatta, president of the Republic of Kenya,
noted the railway will "reshape the story of Kenya for the next
100 years", terming the launch a celebration of one of Kenya' s
cornerstones to its journey of transformation to an industrial,
prosperous and middle income country. It was made possible and
came to fruition due to the close China-Kenya friendship.

The Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) project commenced
in December 2014 and was expected to take five (5) years to
complete. However, with joint efforts, exemplary commitment
and concerted efforts by the two governments, the management
teams, engineers, technicians, and workers, the Standard Gauge
Railway (SGR) was completed in two and half (2.5) years taking
half as long as expected. Since the launch, the Standard Gauge
Railway (SGR) has transported more than a milion passengers and
reduced the time of travel between Mombasa and Nairobi by more
than forty percent (40%). Hundreds of thousands of tons of goods
have been transported following the launch of freight trains and at a
lower cost. The Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) will reduce the cost
of doing business significantly making Kenya and the region more
attractive to investments. It has led to the increase of both domestic
and international tourism. It has created employment and skills
development for thousands of people. It is estimated to contribute

1.5% to the entire Kenya™ s economic growth. It has become one of
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the most important engines for growth and the region’ s economic
transformation. ‘

More than 600 years ago Zheng He, the great Chinese
navigator, exemplary trader, cultural Ambassador, and diplomat
sought to promote friendship, cooperation and understanding
between China and her people with the people of the world
wherever he visited. His expeditions and voyages along the ancient
maritime silk route took him as far as the coast of Kenya. The
Kenyan coast and Mombasa became an important link and point of
call during the ancient maritime silk route and trade, and today in the
new 21st Century Maritime Sik Road, the Standard Gauge Railway
(SGR) symbolizing the friendship between Kenya and China, links
the Kenya Indian Ocean with the African hinterland, a crucial link
in the connectivity envisaged within the framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative.

During the construction of the Railway, the Xinhua News
Agency’ s Africa Regional Bureau based in Nairobi followed and
interviewed the managers, engineers and workers involved in the
railway project. It took more than two years to track, shoot and
complete the production of a multiingual version of a three-part
documentary “My Railway, My Story” . It captures real stories
narrated by those who from the first to last day worked on laying
the railway line. Milions of people have watched the documentary
in Kenya, in China and around the world. The documentary has
elicited positive responses from among both the domestic and
foreign media.

As plans to transform the documentary and publish the book

“My Railway, My Story” in Chinese, English and French carrying
the same name have been initiated, | am pleased to share these

few comments about the railway and the positive impact it is having



in our lives and Kenya' s economic transformation.

Kenya welcomes visitors from all over the world to experience
the joy and wonder of travelling the Standard Gauge Railway
(SGR) as it strides along the beautiful sceneries, the savannahs,
the landscapes, the national parks with amazing wildlife, the unique
Kenya cultures, the warmth and hospitality of the Kenyan people.
Kenya also welcomes all to see the vast opportunities for business
and investments which have sprouted as a result of this historic
project.

| trust that all those who read this exceptional book partake in

the virtual experience of this warmth and journey.

Michael D.M. Kinyanjui, MBS, »LQ el

Ambassador,
Embassy of Kenya,

Beijing . May 2018
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