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TRANSPORT TEAHOUSE:

A TESTIMONY

Notes on Chen Anjian
Solo Exhibition

Painter Chen Anjian, in his portrayal of the twenty years of Chongqing
teahouse culture, paints an enriching and colorful picture of the
teahouse. His scenes are full of active intention, and have been praised
by many. With so many of these artworks in an extraordinary exhibition,
I believe this exhibition is going to be hugely successtul,

Jin Shangyi
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TRANSPORT TEAHOUSE:

A TESTIMONY

Notes on Chen Anjian
Solo Exhibition

TESTIMONY—FROM HISTORY TO HEART & SOUL

Chen Anjian's exhibition, Transport Teahouse: A Testimony, held its
opening in Chongging. This is an extraordinary exhibition, as it holds
within its embrace our very own local teahouse, one all our resident tea
drinkers know so well—the teahouse of the paintings and our real-life

Transport Teahouse.

As far as [ can recall, there has never been a painter who has so deeply
connected with and given such a spiritual architecture to his subject. Of
course, it's not just a building or some sample of architecture that he's
painting, but a living and continuous memory. It's a precious treatment
and stewardship of a simple life and warmth of feeling, of that which
exists in his canvas. As well, the basis of this painted subject is the very
living thythm and pulse of life, itself. Painting and living subject exist
for one another, encouraging one another, with feeling and memory

ever deepening and expanding.

I first saw Chen Anjian's Teahouse paintings many years ago, and
I preferred the ones that focused on the sense of place over ones
with human subjects. At that time, however, I still didn't understand
the relationship between painter and subject, between materiality
and this kind of heart and soul. Later on, when I came into a closer
understanding of Transport Teahouse, I learned to look anew at Chen

Anjian's series of oil paintings.

My old friend, Wang Lin, is one who has always kept an eye out for the
historical in Chinese Art, cultivating the heart and soul of Chinese art.
When he places the ordinary, which everyone is familiar with, into the
stream of history; then the ordinary undergoes a reappraisal. Wang
Lin's presentation of Transport Teahouse: A Testimony will go down in
history as a fortuitous cultural event.

Shui Tianzhong
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TRANSPORT TEAHOUSE:

A TESTIMONY

Notes on Chen Anjian
Solo Exhibition

It's not easy finding one's own subject. Once it is found, the next is to
then earnestly paint it for decades, which is even more difficult. Chen

Anjian has succeeded on both counts.

Over ten years ago, there were a number of old streets and teahouses
in Chongging. Today they're all gone, and what we're given now is a
renewed and modern Chongging. Well, all right.

But where are the old tea drinkers supposed to go? What is left for
them? The daily scenes of an old teahouse, they're all right there in

Chen Anjian's paintings.

Brother Anjian, invite all the tea drinkers to the exhibition!

Chen Danging
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TRANSPORT TEAHOUSE:

A TESTIMONY

Notes on Chen Anjian
Solo Exhibition

I hope Chen Anjian will continue happily painting. This would be good,
because there's so little in the world that provides such happiness. He's
happy when painting; he's also happy in the teahouse. How rare. I get
the sense that this is a sort of performance art, with very little pretense,
so casual; so much a part of everyday life, so much a part of painting.

My wish is for Chen Anjian to go on painting happily in this way.

Cheng Conglin
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TRANSPORT TEAHOUSE:

A TESTIMONY

Notes on Chen Anjian
Solo Exhibition

Looking today at a painter like Chen Anjian, I think he signifies the
sound confidence of our times. Sichuan Institute of Fine Art has always
been seen as progenitor of the “Sichuan School,” and the Sichuan
School has traditionally developed through Scar Painting to Critical
Realism, and has always imparted to society a passionate love of
life. However, it's also always been at odds with life, maintaining a
hostile stance towards reality. One sees this process in Chen Anjian’s
work, where there is a separation between himself and his times.
Chen Anjian deeply moves us, with his relentless study and hard work,
always being somewhat out of step with his times. So we are compelled
to give respect to this artist Chen Anjian, who is eternally unable to fall

in step with his own epoch.

Ye Yongqing



