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Abstract

The Northern Song cemetery of Lii family is located in Wulitou village, Sanli Town, Lantian
County, Shaanxi Province. The cemetery covers an area of about 84,000 square meters. The graveyard
complex, is composed of, in the south, family temple, spirit path, stone tablet and the surrounding
ditches, with family cemetery in the north.

With the entrance at the southwest corner, the terrain of the irregular graveyard is higher and
wider in the northeast and lower and narrow in the southwest. Fed by the river to the west, an encircled
ditch, with a width of five meters and a depth of some 1.7 meters, served both as the boundary of the
graveyard and a defensive infrastructure with the function of drainage and waterlogging.

The family temple complex is located to the north of the graveyard entrance, where the clansmen
used to offer sacrifice to the ancestors. The complex was built at the building time of the whole
graveyard and had been used for nearly one thousand years, covering Northern Song, Ming, Qing and
Republic Period. The reconstruction and maintenance over years result in nine layers in the foundation
ruins. The principle palace-temple was affiliated with chambers in front or on both sides. Due to the
tight schedule and other reasons, in the whole complex, the archaeological excavations were merely
carried out at the site of the principle palace-temple.

The spirit path, located on the central axis, with a width of some six meters, is the only
passageway linking the family temple to the graves. One can observe the sign of tamping or trampling
on the road. Stone figures were arranged along the both sides of the road.

Graves, located in the middle of the northern part, were interred in four rows, all cardinally
oriented to the south. The dead were buried orderly according to generation and age, including twenty-
nine Lii family members from five generations.

Most of the unearthed tombs bear a definite date, we thus know the graveyard was initially
constructed on the seventh year of Xining of Zhezong’s reign (1074) in the Northern Song, and it was
in use until the sixth year of Zhenghe of Huizong’s reign (1116). It is the first time for such a complete
elite family cemetery of Northern Song to be excavated by archaeologists.

A total of 3,271 pieces or sets cultural relics were unearthed from the graveyard site and the
tombs. Among the total 867 pieces or sets artifacts, 774 were unearthed from the excavation, and extra
93 were once stolen but taken back by public security bureau. With a great variety, these objects give

priority to porcelain, copperware, stoneware, featured with a lot of practical utensils. The inscriptions
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on the epitaphs can proved or complemented the records in the official histories of Song Dynasty.

This report is composed of ten parts. In the first part or the preface, the reporter summarized
the geographical position, the evolution of administrative zones. the terrain of the cemetery site, the
history of Lii family and the working formulation of the archaeological excavation.

The second part dwells on the ditch, including its location, plan and structure, current situation,
archaeological working method and procedure.

The third part gives a summary of the family temple site, introduces the architectural remains and
the unearthed relics contained in each layer, and summarizes architectural characteristics of the temple
remains in each phrase.

Based on the excavation of the southern section and the survey of the middle section, the forth
part of the report focuses on the plan and unearthed relics of the spirit path.

The fifth part illustrates the twenty-nine tombs in the family cemetery, including the architecture,
burial objects and the epitaphs. The epitaph inscriptions and the interpretation are also published in
this part.

Some burial goods from the cemetery had once been stolen and preserved in Shaanxi Historical
Museum after being taken back. The six part illustrates these objects according to their texture.

To gain more historical information from the unearthed relics, four reports of scientific test on the
porcelain, jade, glass, pottery and textile, are published in the seventh part.

The eight part has a repairing report of the unearthed objects by experts at Shaanxi Provincial
Institute of archaeology.

The ninth part is composed of five relevant investigation reports: Surveys on Lii Family Cemetery
of Northen Song at Xiyuan, Lishan; Surveys of Sima Family Cemetery in Xiaxian, Shanxi; Surveys
of Imperial Mausoleum of Northern Song; An Investigation Report in She County, Anhui; Report on
Exile Route and Burial Place of Lii Dafang. By a comparative research on the siting, layout and other
features, the author gave a confirmation on the final burial place of Lii Dafang. .

In the tenth part or the epilogue, the author sums up the siting of the cemetery, the features of
layout of the graveyard, the types of tomb architecture, the categories of the burial goods concerning
their purpose as well as the genealogy of Lii family. A comparative research between the burial objects
and artifact images in Kaogu tu and a textual study on the dates of birth and death of Lii Dalin are also
included in this part.

The main products of the this report can be summarized as follows :

First of all, through a comprehensive survey and excavations on some key sections, the entire
layout and structure of the graveyard has been revealed. By comparing with the contemporary family
cemetery of the same social status in, as well as with the imperial mausoleum of Northern Song, the
author gave a discussion on the ideas of siting, type and scale of the cemetery, which is of importance

significance of the research of siting ideas of burial place in the Song Dynasty.
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Secondly, this report comprehensively illustrated of Lii family graveyard. It is the first time
for such kind of elite family cemetery of Northern Song was revealed. Applying the archaeological
method, the author analyzed the important feathers in the graveyard, providing a firsthand material for
study of tomb, architecture and funeral custom in the Northern Song.

Third, the author featured the distribution and arrangement of the tombs, pointed out the
originality of the burial system of Lii family cemetery as well as the unique ideas of the funeral
concepts of Lii family.

Fourth, a classification and organization of the funerary objects are carried out as well as a study
on the craft, producing place, texture and type of the objects. This data and the relevant research will
provide archaeological evidence for the study of porcelain, bronze, stone or glass wares and bamboo
or wooden wares as well as the system of burying goods.

To sum up, due to the completeness and rarity of the data from the Lii family cemetery, this
excavation has attracted universal attention either from the academia or from other people in the
society. The publication of this archaeological report and its relevant researches will raise more
attention and gain greater repercussion. The data from this report will provide important reference
for the study of burial system, funerary goods, epitaph as well as the social life, bureaucratic system,
division of administrative regions. It is of great importance for the research of the history, culture and

archaeology of the Song Dynasty.
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