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EDUCATION

# AcademicFocus
Definitions and narrative materials

Famous Quote Q, How-to Question
: : How to define
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—Socrates y = Defining a term in an effective way
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* Considering the audience in presenting narrative materials

[READING|

* |dentifying a definition as you read
* Using narrative materials to infer meaning

LISTENING & SPEAKING

e Taking notes of definitions as you listen
* Producing an extended definition based on your notes

WRITING

¢ Defining a concept or thing by following logical patterns
* Extending a definition by using narrative materials with the

audience considered

VOCABULARY & STRUCTURE

» Using noun phrases in academic centexts
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This mini-lecture covers: i

understanding what a definition is

recognising the importance of definitions

understanding when a definition is necessary and should be given
understanding the paradigm pattern of a definition

recognising good and bad definitions

............................................................................................ Yy

1.1

A formal definition consists of three parts. Analyse each of the following
definitions, and match the italicised words with the parts in the box.

term class differentia/differentiating features

@ A university is a high-level educational institution in which students study for
degrees and academic research is done. "

@ Materials science is the branch of science that deals with the structure,
properties, and processing of materials, especially with regard to their potential
usefulness.

(3 Astronomy is a branch of scientific study primarily concerned with celestial
objects inside and outside of the earth’s atmosphere. *

4 A library is a building or room containing collections of books, periodicals, and
sometimes films and recorded music for use or borrowing by the public or the

. . . 1
members of an institution.

" These two definitions are from Oxford Dictionaries.

% This definition is adapted from the website http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
owlprint/622/.



1.2 Decide when you need to include definitions in your speaking or writing.
Tick () the appropriate column.

(1) when a term is unfamiliar but key to audience understanding

(2) when a commonly used word or phrase is given a different
meaning in your work

(3 when a term will help expand upon a point in your writing or
speaking

(4 when there might be confusion over a thing or a concept if you do
not make it clear

(5) when you want your readers or audience to have a new way of
understanding a term

1.3 A good and clear definition requires critical thinking. Go over the definitions
below and discuss which are good ones and which are poor ones. Rephrase the
poor definitions so that they follow a logical pattern. Present your evaluation
to the class.

(D Patriotism is the quality of being a patriot.

(2) Critical thinking is a mode of thinking in which the thinker improves the quality
of his or her thinking by skillfully analyzing, assessing, and reconstructing
information. Critical thinking is self-directed, self-disciplined, self-monitored,
and self-corrective. It presupposes assent to rigorous standards of excellence and
mindful command of their use. It entails effective communication and problem-
solving abilities, as well as a commitment to overcome our native egocentrism
and sociocentrism. >

3 Education is the act or process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge,
developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally of preparing
oneself or others intellectually for mature life. *

@ A definition is a statement which captures the meaning, the use, the function
and the essence of a term, a thing or a concept.

(5) Rhyming poetry consists of lines that contain end rhymes.

(6 A computer virus is where you get your files spoiled or even lost.

? This definition is adapted from the website
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/our-concept-and-definition-of-critical-thinking /411.

# This definition is adapted from http://www.dictionary.com/browse/education?s=t.
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2.1

STUDY TIP

In academic contexts, narrative materials cover a broad scope. In addition to stories
and descriptions, book reports, proposals, presentation of data, explanation of
ideas, illustration of evidence and examples may be used as narrative material.
When defining things or concepts, you may use narrative materials to extend the
formal definition, presenting further information about the characteristics of the
things or concepts to clarify the understanding of the audience.

Find an extended definition of a term in your field of study.

Example: constructivism
Identify the three essential elements of the definition: term, class,
differentiating features.

Term in your field Differentiating features

2.2 Locate and make notes on any narrative materials used to extend the

3.1

definition of that term.

Any piece of written or spoken communication will have an audience. The
audience of your text or presentation may have various needs, values and
expectations. It is a good idea to profile your audience to better present your
narrative materials. Some key questions you can ask about your reader may



3.2

help you identify a potential target audience. Will you consider the following
questions in investigating your audience? Why? Tick (/) the appropriate
column.

(1) Who are likely to be the audience? (professionals, non-professionals,
young or old, etc.)

(2) What information do the potential audience need? (a simple version,
or a more detailed one?)

©)

When will they read or listen?

®

Where will they read or listen?

©@

Why will they read or listen?

&

How will they read or listen?

It is important to consider the audience every time you use academic
English, particularly when you provide a definition. The audience should
be determined and addressed as early as possible in your writing. Imagine
you are going to give a speech or write a paper on one of the key concepts
in your field of study. In preparation, ask yourself and answer the following
questions concerning your target audience.

The selected key concept in your field of study:

@ Identifying the primary audience.

a

Are they professionals, experts, academics, ...?
0 Are they researchers, fellow students, ...? t
o Is it a broad and general audience? ;
o Will they understand academic terms and concepts? To what :
extent?

@ Analyzing the prior knowledge of the primary audience. :
o Are they knowledgeable in the particular field you are writing
i or speaking about?

o Do they have (no) prior knowledge in the particular field?

@ Predicting the purposes for which the audience is reading or listening.
: o Are they aiming to learn from your writing or speaking?

i o0 Are they researching their own academic writing or speaking?
' o Are they reading the piece or listening to your talk as an :
; introduction to the field?
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Mini-lecture @
v Reading definitions for information [

This mini-lecture covers:

understanding definitions of different lengths
reading in a prediction-confirmation pattern
reading definitions in literature

defining by referring to literature

1.1

As part of a course on education, you have been given the essay title
The advantages of E-learning. You must define E-learning before you
start presenting its advantages. First of all, it is necessary to gather basic
information about E-learning. Which of the following aspects do you think
you should know about E-learning? Tick (/) the appropriate column.

(I What is the full form of E-learning?

(2) What are the various definitions of E-learning? (since it can be defined
from different perspectives by different professionals)

(3) How is E-learning realised?
(4) Who need E-learning?

(5) What are the differentiating characteristics of E-learning?

(6) What are the applications of E-learning?



1.2 Text 1 is an extract from a book about E-learning. The eight sentences that
define E-learning are in the wrong order. Restore the definitions of E-learning
to a logical structure, and then discuss with your partner the following
questions.

(D How many formal definitions by different researchers are given in this extract?
(2) Which verbs are used in the formal definitions?
3 Does Luther Tai present personal viewpoints? What are his views?

@ Do you think it is more convincing to base a definition of a thing on previous

research?
(5) How did Luther Tai do this in his definition?

What Is E-Learning?

(D Itis a Web-based, personalised learning experience and provides measurable results
(Rich 2001).

(2) E-learning, which is short for electronic learning, is defined broadly by Web technology
professionals as education and training delivered by an instructor or self-paced from a
curriculum database stored on the enterprise local area network (Berry 2000).

(3) The broadest definition refers to any distance-learning mode other than a
correspondence course with printed material (Mantyla 2001).

@ It refers to anything delivered, enabled, or mediated by electronic technology for the
explicit purpose of learning (Hicks 2000).

(B) E-learning applications include self-study, instructor-led, Web-based training,
knowledge-management, and performance support (Broadbent 2000).

(6 It offers the possibility of learning from information delivered to us electronically
(Honey 2001).

(@) The clearest definition is found in the book E-learning: Strategies for Delivering
Knowledge in the Digital Age, where the author says E-learning refers to the use of
Internet technologies to deliver a broad array of solutions that enhance knowledge
and performance.

Solutions are networked, which means instant updating, retrieval, distribution, and
delivery to computer users at standard Internet technology (Rosenberg 2001, 28-29).

SOURCES: Tai, L. (2007). Corporate E-Learning: An Inside View of IBM’s Solutions. Oxford: Oxford University

Press. Available at: Oxford Scholarship Online. (Accessed: 16 December 2016).
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2.1

2.2

2.3

You have been given an essay with the title Knowledge is better acquired by
implicit learning. “Implicit learning” is one of the many concepts in the field
of education, and usually it goes along with the term “explicit learning”.
Discuss which of the following two statements about the essay question is
more accurate.

MORE ACCURATE

(1 Implicit learning helps learners acquire knowledge
more effectively.

2) Learners should acquire knowledge through implicit
learning.

Do you know the meaning of “implicit learning” in the essay title? Read the
following definition and example of the word “implicit”, and try to predict
what “implicit learning” means. Share with another student your prediction
and discuss examples of implicit learning in everyday life.

implicit: suggested without being directly expressed;
e.g. Implicit in his speech was the assumption that they were guilty.
(Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary, 8th Edition, Oxford University Press, 2010.)

Read Text 2, an extract from a book about implicit learning, to check your
prediction in 2.2. Identify the three essential elements of a definition: term,
class, differentiating features. What are the narrative materials that Reber
provides in his definition of implicit learning?

: The three essential elements in the definition

Term ; Class Differentiating features

Implicit learning

Narrative materials used in defining “implicit learning”

" Does the author use any facts? Give evidence.
Does the author use any examples? Give evidence.
Does the author use any analogies? Give evidence.

Does the author use any comparisons or contrasts?
Give evidence.



implicit Learning

Implicit learning is learning that takes place independently of both the process and products
of learning. It occurs without the intention to learn and largely without awareness of the
nature of what has been learned. The process is “bottom-up”; information is acquired
automatically when individuals focus attention on complex displays; and the knowledge
base is “tacit” and largely opaque to introspection. Examples abound in everyday life,
notably natural language learning and the acquisition of the mores of social behavior.

SOURCE:  Arthur S. Reber. (1996). Implicit learning and tacit knowledge: An essay on the cognitive unconscious.
Oxford: Oxford Scholarship Online. (Accessed: 16 December 2016).

STUDY TIP

T

An important aspect of academic life is problem-solving. A simple way to define the

T

word “problem” is: a situation that requires a resolution. In whichever subject you

I

are studying, you will encounter problems that need tackling. A good definition of a
problem will help you solve that problem at the initial stage of problem-solving.

T

3.1 The definition of a problem will be the focal point of all problem-solving
efforts. As part of a course on education, you have been given a published
article to read: Do learners’ characteristics matter? An exploration of mobile
learning adoption in self-directed learning. Which of the following aspects do
you think you should know about the problem before you start to read about
the solution? Tick (/) the appropriate column.

(1) What is mobile learning?
(2) What do learners’ characteristics cover?
(3) What is the specific situation from which the problem arises?

(4) Has this problem been investigated in others’ research? If yes,
to what degree has it been solved and what are the findings?



