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Foreword to the Chinese Language Edition of Cornea

The history of Chinese ophthalmology is long and distinguished but relatively unknown to the Western world,
largely because of language barriers. Yet the first surviving Chinese text of ophthalmology was written as long ago
as 250 B.C. during the Han Dynasty. The very ancient tradition of Chinese ophthalmology joined the annals of the
Western medical world in the 20th century as global communication blossomed from the internet. The proliferation
of basic and clinical sciences in China and the venerable centers of Chinese academic ophthalmology have secured
China’s important role in our specialty.

It is a great honor for the authors of this two-volume text on diseases and surgery of the cornea and external eye
to see this book emerge in a Chinese translation. It is our hope that this text, written by some of the most respected
experts in the subspecialty of cornea and external disease, will serve corneal specialists and general ophthalmologists
throughout the Chinese-speaking world. While the advancement of knowledge is fueled by our study of new basic
and clinical science in our professional journals, textbooks remain invaluable tools for the enhancement of clinical
practice. We hope that this “tool”, now available in Chinese, will help to advance the clinical sciences for its readers.

We would like to express our sincerest gratitude to Professors Lixin Xie, Weiyun Shi, Hua Gao; and the 37
members of the Chinese Cornea Society as well as more than 50 contributing translators for the monumental task
of rendering this text into Chinese. This prodigious accomplishment, spearheaded by experts at the Shandong Eye
Institute, will surely enhance clinical practice in China. We join you in the celebration of this source of clinical
knowledge in our subspecialty.
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