=2
o

Tl K FE G

- American Culture
_ and Movies




RS

TR E R AR A M S B

FEE \
Nt G

/ et KT FE G

American Culture
and Movies

. S EIT PE PR

China Minzu University Press



EEEMSE (C1P) HiE

EE SR/, skdE, FEmE. —dbal.
opde R K22 A, 2017. 12
ISBN 978 —7 —5660 — 1430 -6

I. ®%-- 1. Oft- Qi @ZF--+ M. OFE—
BB —E SR — 8 Qi iiE—EkM V. (DH319.4: ]

AR FE A5 CIP BB RF (2017) 45 236633 5

EEXUEBER

hEE OE OB OKEF F &

TERE FAE

HEIE FHE

WO #F PRREERAFEHRHE
krtiEEREFRAEAEH2T & @4 100081
W iE: 68472815( K AT7#) 15 FH 68933757 ( & ATH)

68932218 ( B4 ¥ ) 68932447 ( #1-/ F )

K17 &% 2EEHHESE

BB T AuE Bk B R A IR A E

787 x1092 (EXK) 1716 HK: 22

380 F %

2017 & 12 4 1 fR 2017 # 12 A% 1 KAl

ISBN 978 -7 — 5660 — 1430 -6

58.00 70

At SR O4E SH
S odn N8 3

WAL BBEN @3



Contents

Uit One  JHGIDEY  roes comons e swmwirs sscuies o smsims sxvar s sy s s (1)
TEXT A The Age of Early and Colonial America  =+rerrerrenrecienienien, (1)
TEXT B The Road to Independence «+--«ceremessmsemieisamnniiimimiimnia.s (11)
TEXT C The Significance of the American Revolution =+sereeereereeees. (19)

Unit TWo Geograplly ««e-s+resessoneunssmenessmonsssmnseassssessinn savmseses (27)
TEXT A American Geography — =oesesseeesesimsenninni, (27)
TEXT B HOUSLOI # e« v cneeteenensaenanmnmnsenenenmemnmnmamnsssensenmesnans (35)
TEXT C  Philadelphia «-«ererrerererrrmmmmmmii e (43)

Unit Three Government and PoLItICS ««««ctcecorresrmmmmimrmmmiiaioiiens (53)
TEXT A U. S. Government: A Brief Introduction «+-seeeeeeeesiiieanan. (53)
TEXT B The American Two-party System «recoeereereciiiiiai. (61)
TEXT 0 Housn OF Cafifle, 55oes s ssasss i men psdsn st nidhsn shlions v o4 (68)

Unit Four ECONOIIY ++sseousmmsunsesanimmansesssenmmnssistamsassonsesasunsse (80)
TEXT A Economy of America «+=ssssrsssrsrmmsmrmmianrnsinnranns (80)
TEXT B Wall SEEEEE  reerererrrentrurensnmmamnmnsesmmmtsmmassnmmassemnss (89)
TEXT C The Recovery of U. S. Economy «+esseeresesianiniiaiiiin (95)

UL FIVE  ATES ¥ cereevemnemtnneneansaeeienensentananeessasssssenenasnennens (105)
TEXT A Lady Gaga, a Star Surrounded by Controversy «reereeereeeee. (105)
TEXT B Guggenheim Museum, USA  +oeerersseriimmimiimun. (114)
TEXT C  Shirley Temple: Our Little Girl Forever — «-ecerevesvenieinnn. (123)

Unit Six  REBGIOI -+ covve s onovn s vovos comann s svvns s v s sowme svmon s comsas vawes (137)
TEXT A The American Religious Heritage «r«coevreeereraniraiaieeion. (137)
TEXT B Ten Facts about Religion in America = «oeeorereeecianniiin (145)
TEXT € Religious Diversity in the United States: A Spiritual

Kaleidoscope «reeeerernrnsrmuunsiminiini s (150)



2 XEXHEBEE

Unit Seven American Values «««ccwcceeeessomreirammmesmsmiimmmirie (159)
TEXT A  Why Do Americans Act Like That «««coeveeeeevaniiiii.. (159)
TEXT B American Love and Marriage «««+-+eseeeresssrrmmmminneaniniine (166)
TEXT C Raising Children «+«sesssemsneeseememimiimmi (173)

Unlt Blght TADSABGR. «xeo<vssoscussoossumnmsnmsoosnsnssnsassissnvasmionusss (183)
TEXT A Public Universities in the United States = cevreeeesreecen (183)
TEXT B What is a Large, Private Research University? — ««oeeeveeeee (191)
TEXT C U. S. Community Colleges: A Gateway to Higher Education

for Many «-+sssesvssressensenmunsinsuminmsmessssasiarinsnasnssin (196)

Unit Nine LIterature ««ccceeeeesseenemseneriamientmeiimimniimimmemmain (206)
TEXT A A Survey of American Literature ( [ ) sececorsenrimncica. (206)
TEXT B A Survey of American Literature ( [l ) -=eveeerevrsemimeian. (214)
TEXT 'C  The Road Not THKEL =eseoss oo sie s sasiassamds o siosion seiiobis (222)

Unit Ten SPOTES +»esccvrrscosscrmonaamsmssasunmstnmenssmsssssensrsssnssnannss (233)
TEXT A American SpOrts =«++++ssssssssesssonsnmmnssnniassuniasssmmnnsinmnes (233)
TEXT B Michael Jordan «---+es+evsessrvsrssneersassonsrasonsansnsaosnres (240)
TEXT € American Football «sssessssssssensnssovins savins avinss savass anavas (247)

Uit Fleweni, TRl = aevssssvenessspan sasvassanvumstssias susesy savns oaosas susmss (258)
TEXT A Best Places to Visit in the USA ( Excerpt) -eoeceeeeeeceeen. (258)
TEXT B The Best USA Guided Tour for Every Personality -=«-ve-ve-- (269)
TEXT C Traveling in the U. S.  +ooereersmummmmminnniii, (276)

Unit Twelve Holidays & CUSEOMS  -+«rreeovveresmmemeasimmeanniaais (290)
TEXT A Holidays—What They Are And How They Are

Celebrated  «vseeeesrnreessnerarmnimmsenensernertersaaeneenernnees (290)

TEXT B The Nastiness That Lies Beneath “Have a Nice Day” ------ (300)
TEXT C  Valentine’s Day ««e-eeeeseerorermmmmmmmmminn . (309)
REDETEIICES  ++55535 vonswasneswasswisssaoans seraws saeewss 56 s s5e9s s Eowsos Fvasstins (319)

Key for Reference ............. SEAesMA e SN A E e Ns SRR A s e e R A e R RN BEA N (323 )



Unit One History

Pre-reading Activities

Answer the following questions before you read this text.

1. How much do you know about Early and Colonial America?

2. What is a frontier? What role does American frontier play in shaping tra-
ditional American values?

3. Where and when was the first successful English colony founded?

TEXT A The Age of Early and Colonial America

Early America

The first Americans crossed the land bridge from Asia and were believed to
have stayed in what is now Alaska for thousands of years. They then moved south
into the land that was to become the United States. They settled along the Pacific
Ocean in the Northwest. in the mountains and deserts of the Southwest, and along
the Mississippi River in the Middle West.

These early groups are known as Hohokam, Adenans, Hopewellians, and
Anasazi. They built villages and grew crops. Some built mounds of earth in the
shapes of pyramids, birds, or serpents. Their life was closely tied to the land,
and their society was clan-oriented and communal. Elements of the natural
world played an essential part in their spiritual beliefs. Their culture was pri-
marily oral, although some developed a type of hieroglyphics to preserve certain
texts. Evidence shows that there was a good deal of trade among the groups but also
that some of their relations were hostile.

For reasons not yet completely understood, these early groups disappeared

over time and were replaced by other groups of Native Americans, including Hopi
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and Zuni, who flourished. By the time Europeans reached what is now the United
States, about two million native people, maybe more, lived here.

It would be almost 500 more years before other Europeans reached North
America and another 100 years after that before permanent settlements were es-
tablished. The first explorers were searching for a sea passage to Asia. Others—
chiefly British, Dutch, French, and Spanish—came later to elaim the lands and
riches of what they called the “New World. ”

The first and most famous of these explorers was Christopher Columbus of
Genoa. His trips were financed by Queen Isabella of Spain. Columbus landed on
islands in the Caribbean Sea in 1492, but he never saw the mainland of the fu-
ture United States. John Cabot of Venice came five years later on a mission for
the king of England. His journey was quickly forgotten, but it provided the basis
for British claims to North America.

The 1500s were the age of Spanish exploration in the Americas. Juan Ponce
de Leén landed in what is now Florida in 1513. Hernando De Soto reached
Florida in 1539 and continued as far as the Mississippi River. In 1540, Francisco
Vizquez de Coronado set out north from Mexico, which Spain had conquered in
1522, in search of the mythical Seven Cities of Cibola. He never found them,
but his travels took him as far as the Grand Canyon in Arizona, as well as into
the Great Plains.

The first permanent European settlement in what was to become the United
States was established by the Spanish in the middle 1500s at St. Augustine in
Florida. However, it would not play a part in the formation of the new nation. That
story took place in settlements farther north along the Atlantic coast—in Virginia,
Massachusetts, New York, and the 10 other areas colonized by a growing tide of
immigrants from Europe.

The Colonial Era

The first successful English colony was founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in
1607. A few years later, English Puritans came to America to escape religious
persecution for their opposition to the Church of England. In 1620, the Puritans

founded Plymouth Colony in what later became Massachusetts. Plymouth was the
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second permanent British settlement in North America and the first in New Eng-
land.

In New England the Puritans hoped to build a “city upon a hill” — an ideal
community. Ever since. Americans have viewed their country as a great experi-
ment, a worthy model for other nations to follow. The Puritans believed that gov-
ernment should enforce God’s morality, and they strictly punished heretics,
adulterers. drunks, and violators of the Sabbath. In spite of their own quest for
religious freedom, the Puritans practiced a form of intolerant moralism. In 1636
an English clergyman named Roger Williams left Massachusetts and founded the
colony of Rhode Island, based on the principles of religious freedom and separa-
tion of church and state, two ideals that were later adopted by framers of the
U. S. Constitution.

Colonists arrived from other European countries, but the English were far
better established in America. By 1733 English settlers had founded 13 colonies
along the Atlantic Coast, from New Hampshire in the North to Georgia in the
South. Elsewhere in North America. the French controlled Canada and Louisiana,
which included the vast Mississippi River watershed. France and England fought
several wars during the 18th century, with North America being drawn into every
one. The end of the Seven Years® War in 1763 left England in control of Canada
and all of North America east of the Mississippi.

Soon afterwards England and its colonies were in conflict. The mother coun-
try imposed new taxes, in part to defray the cost of fighting the Seven Years’
War, and expected Americans to lodge British soldiers in their homes. The colo-
nists resented the taxes and resisted the quartering of soldiers. Insisting that
they could be taxed only by their own colonial assemblies, the colonists rallied
behind the slogan “no taxation without representation.

All the taxes, except one on tea, were removed, but in 1773 a group of patri-
ots responded by staging the Boston Tea Party. Disguised as Indians. they boar-
ded British merchant ships and dumped 342 crates of tea into Boston har-
bor. This provoked a crackdown by the British Parliament, including the closing

of Boston harbor to shipping. Colonial leaders convened the First Continental
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Congress in 1774 to discuss the colonies’ opposition to British rule. War broke out
on April 19, 1775, when British soldiers confronted colonial rebels in Lexington,
Massachusetts. On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted a Declaration
of Independence.

At first the Revolutionary War went badly for the Americans. With few pro-
visions and little training, American troops generally fought well, but were out-
numbered and overpowered by the British. The turning point in the war came in
1777 when American soldiers defeated the British Army at Saratoga. New
York. France had secretly been aiding the Americans, but was reluctant to ally it-
self openly until they had proved themselves in battle. Following the Americans’
victory at Saratoga, France and America signed treaties of alliance, and France
provided the Americans with troops and warships.

The last major battle of the American Revolution took place at Yorktown.
Virginia, in 1781. A combined force of American and French troops surrounded
the British and forced their surrender. Fighting continued in some areas for two
more years, and the war officially ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1783, by

which England recognized American independence.

( Words: 1104 )

New Words

colonial adj. BARMAY, FHECHY

mound no HE; S BOfE; IR

pyramid n. i fMEE

clan n. ik; Wi M

communal adi. NAERG; AR

primarily adv. {96, FEM, WAL

hieroglyphic n. RIEF; R CFEWN R
adj. FIECF; HEfERY
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evidence no WEHE, UERH; E%; WG
hostile adj. B, BOTHY: HEGER
flourish v, BESE, MAE; REE: TRER: AL TRERSETI
permanent ad. AR, AKIERT; ASER
settlement n fifo, Wb, R
chiefly adv. FEM; T
finance n. WAEL, WABEE; b v fdagedy, (teh--g%
vi. FIEVEE
mission n flidw, 1£5%; LKA @
ol JRil; ] fE
mythical adj. P&, HEHAY
Puritan adj. TEHHERY n. WEHGE
—— n % K
enforce ot i, PAAT Gkif, SR
morality n. JEEG AT, EE
heretic adi. S3Ef: FE 0 FEGE, R
adulterer no AP EIFE (CLHEHN)

violator

n iBEE; ERE: UiE

intolerant adj. JCHFEAZN; WA

moralism n HPEE G BE #l

clergyman n. B0, #Ht

framer n. AUEH ;. R

watershed no (R) ifidd; ki ; $KIK; Fedfis

impose ot GEANG AERL: LSRR vi. FIF: JS; Behn R
defray u. S AT

lodge n fRAE; V1B Eait; itk

vi. A IR
ot. Py FAE: 1E; A
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colonist

n. HRAE: MRMER, B
resent ot FRAR; R DROE
quartering ad. FCEME; WSS n 550, AL
assembly n %A B2, BE
rally n B4y NS AHEEES
o, A% EA WREME,. hES
vi. BIgs; R, KR, ( MERSE) #ELHT
slogan n. Fnid s Ml s
patriot n. FlE#E
dump or. Rl RS, BT, HIF
i BRI ; IR L T HIR;
crate n. *E%*g| %
vt HF R AKACKE ol 24t h
provoke ot BROE; B WHE): Bl
crackdown no SR, () WK dRbas; E
convene o. B, £h; e vi BIE, &5
provision n. BUE; ks i (4] (s
ot &5 B4 Bl i
ally no [ fKfE: REE: BhF
or. fEHCH; (HEKG vio BRG; 459
alliance n BEWL, BEA; BRI
n. fEFE; HGE: Al TR
surrender

vi.
i.

8RR, FE; e AT
BB MMl B

Phrases & Expressions
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Lo A X
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LA RSRRR o 4 (B

set oul
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a growing tide of EE=3: . F 45

view:+-as B BAE, R
in part A i, SRR b
disguise:--as .-y BY

Proper Names

Alaska LEDR I )

Hohokam EEIOL

Adenans BT e U O TR S A )

Hopewellians FE R LR e (SEIE RLBIERT )

Anasazi BTARE FF %, B S AR B S 7
Hopi R BEA

Zuni HeAN; e

Christopher Columbus

R Z I - B (BAFALER )

Genoa

IRE CRERA AL e )

the Caribbean Sea

e (ST T 5EM )

John Cabot

298 - RO (BRI )

Venice

WUEH (CEORHHET )

Juan Ponce de Leén

W - HETE - fERA (IS )

Hernando De Soto’

BRHZ - EERIT (FIEF AU MAERE )

Francisco Viazquez de Coronado

SEIPETRL - A - RPN S (THEFIRE R )

Seven Cities of Cibola TRl 2 1A e Al ]
the Grand Canyon (R E AN e

the Greal Plains

IR (B2 o A SR 2 i X )

Plymouth Colony

ERUER 1S ]

the Sabbath

%8 H

Rhode Island

FEP 5 5HM
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New Hampshire BEmR (EEMH)
Lexington GIvE R (i FRMEEEEM ) -
Saratoga BERCATIN (EEALMAETE - HE )
Yorktown 2 v bk (O 63 JE I M R e A )
Cultural Notes

1. The Seven Years’ War was fought between 1754 and 1763, the main
conflict occurring in the seven-year period 1756—1763. It involved most of the
great powers of the time and affected Europe, North America, Central America, the
West African coast, India, and the Philippines. The two major opponents were
Great Britain and France. The war ended with the Treaty of Paris among France,
Spain and Great Britain and the Treaty of Hubertusburg among Saxony, Austria
and Prussia, in 1763. It was characterized in Europe by sieges and arson of towns
as well as open battles with extremely heavy losses: overall, some 900, 000 to
1,400, 000 people died. The war was successful for Great Britain, which gained
the bulk of New France in North America. The Seven Years’ War was the last ma-
jor military conflict fought on the European continent before the outbreak of the
French Revolutionary Wars in 1792, For more information, visit https: //
en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Seven_ Years% 27 _ War.

2. The Boston Tea Party (initially referred to by John Adams as “the De-
struction of the Tea in Boston™ ) was a political protest by the Sons of Liberty in
Boston, on December 16, 1773. The demonstrators, some disguised as American
Indians, destroyed an entire shipment of tea sent by the East India Company, in
defiance of the Tea Act of May 10, 1773. They boarded the ships and threw the
chests of tea into Boston Harbor, ruining the tea. The British government respon-
ded harshly and the episode escalated into the American Revolution. The Tea Par-
ty became an iconic event of American history, and other political protests such as
the Tea Party movement after 2010 explicitly refer to il. For more information, visit

https: //en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Boston_ Tea_ Party.
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3. The Declaration of Independence is a statement adopted by the Conti-
nental Congress on July 4, 1776, which announced that the thirteen American col-
onies then at war with Great Britain were now independent states, and thus no lon-
ger a part of the British Empire. Written primarily by Thomas Jefferson, the Decla-
ration is a formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare inde-
pendence from Great Britain, more than a year after the outbreak of the American
Revolutionary War. The birthday of the United States of America—Independence
Day—is celebrated on July 4, the day the wording of the Declaration was approved
by Congress. For more information, visit http: //www. princeton. edu/ ~ achaney/
tmve/wikil00k/does/ United_ States_ Declaration_ of _ Independence. html.

4. The Treaty of Paris, signed in Paris by representatives of King George 11
of Great Britain and representatives of the United States of America on September
3, 1783, ended the American Revolutionary War. This treaty, along with the sepa-
rate peace treaties between Greal Britain and the nations that supported the Amer-
ican cause: France, Spain and the Dutch Republic, are known collectively as the
Peace of Paris. lts territorial provisions were “exceedingly generous™to the United
States in terms of enlarged boundaries. For more information, visit htips: //

en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Treaty_ of_ Paris_ (1783 )

Exercises

Comprehension of the Text

I . Answer the following questions according to the passage.
I. What is the major cause of the Seven Years” War?
2. What do you know about the Boston Tea Party?

3. Where did the last major battle of the American Revolution take place?
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Vocabulary
II. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form

where necessary.

provoke enforce mythical chiefly intolerant
impose flourish permanent finance crackdown
convene resent violator ntission hostile

1. Postmodern is just the period which the image culture began to
2. If you try to enforce a culture on others, you may internal protests.

3. His to the woman found vent in a sharp remark.

4. They take it for granted that they know more than everyone else, and be-
come narcissistic, proud and

5. This article explains how our ~ hero implemented secure messaging
for his vendors and himself.

6. Only true love and compassion for all can bring back ~ prosperity to
the human race.

7. We recommend that you this practice rigidly.

8. The  with tanks and troops showed no signs of easing amid an inter-
national outcry over violence against demonstrators.

9. These are not things that we seek to  this is who we are.

10. Students should be friendly to others. Violence is strictly forbidden!
will be punished according to the university rules and the law.

Translations

III. Translate the following sentences into English.

L EREARMBHGENYH, AR EEARMEROKETTH,
P AL TR HPEAL . (be closely tied to )

2. Ep{Rfdt R AR A DR FFI ST A T BB ) 31 HLTE SR E RN X AR 5 v K 4%
VR CEEFTTE . (play a part in )
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3. I I PSS AL B T R 4 B IR 20 UL [a] fF 7 B0 B ol i 15 4
H i 80 64T R B 5 4 [P T 2 BR R S YD, (a growing tide of )

4. Fe( 2 ol IR ZEAE TR 28 T 250, R Ik T 1 4 i AR b 1%
e iR B, (in part )

S, NI EESHAV AL E &, 1 HE I EM EA PR,
SOk R R . (disguise---as )

IV. Translate the following passage into English.
S EH R 17 et @ fa e KB 7R i, AT as 1 lfi ] i35
Sl 71890 ., YPiiiEs—h Tt A TEREE, el
BEZ 454 1. O [ A 0 e b Dl 75 — SEAR X B A BRI IX, KR £ 5010
T-%Elﬂ’ﬁﬁi‘[ﬁ XS TR R Z AR X, X BB, A
FRkG . MRS, ATSSH G m P T . & o
%‘H‘Jﬂﬁf&iz, il EL Al A e RS I 2 FE 2 b Y 26 (6] - A2 E . HEE —
A R AT, SRR A AT 2700 S5 HLSERY RS KR . At
FEAAE . A 0 R s WA HE e T Ao e SE i) T
]i—&, FRARE 245 ) 3 AW 7T/ L, FRIE “EE
, (HREREEAET THCW FRIFZHE S, AR DESTREWN R
T»’rﬁzﬁc’iﬁ?u

TEXT B The Road to Independence

Road to Independence

(A) The principles of liberalism and democracy—the political foundation
of the United States—sprang naturally from the process of building a new society
on a virgin land. Just as naturally, the new nation would see itself as different and
exceptional. Europe would view it with apprehension, or hope.

(B ) Britain’s 13 North American colonies matured during the 1700s. They

grew in population, economic strength, and cultural attainment. They were experi-
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enced in self-government. Yet it was not until 170 years after the founding of the
first permanent settlement at Jamestown. Virginia. that the new United States of
America emerged as a nalion.

( C) War between Britain and France in the 1750s was fought partly in North
America. Britain was victorious and soon initiated policies designed 10 control and
fund its vast empire. These measures imposed greater restraints on the American
colonists’ way of life.

(D) The Royal Proclamation of 1763 resiricted the opening of new lands
for setilement. The Sugar Act of 1764 placed taxes on luxury goods. including
coffee. silk, and wine, and made it illegal to import rum. The Currency Act of
1764 prohibited the printing of paper money in the colonies. The Quartering Act
of 1765 forced colonisis to provide food and housing for royal troops. And the
Stamp Act of 1765 required the purchase of royal stamps for all legal docu-
ments, newspapers, licenses, and leases.

( E) Colonists objected to all these measures, but the Stamp Act sparked the
greatest organized resistance. The main issue. in the eyes of a growing number of
colonists, was that they were being taxed by a distant legislature in which they
could not participate. In October 1765, 27 delegates from nime colonies met in
New York to coordinate efforts to get the Stamp Act repealed. They passed resolu-
tions asserting the individual colonies™ right to impose their own taxes.

( F) Self-government produced local political leaders, and these were the men
who worked together to defeat what they considered to be oppressive acts of Par-
liament. After they succeeded, their coordinated campaign against Brilain en-
ded. During the next several vears. however, a small number of radicals tried to
keep the controversy alive. Their goal was not accommodation, bui independence.

(G ) Samuel Adams of Massachusetls was the most effective. He wiote
newspaper articles and made speeches appealing to the colonists’ democratic in-
stincts. He helped organize committees throughout the colonies that became the
basis of a revolutionary movemeni. By 1773, the movement had attracted colonial
traders who were angry with British attempts to regulate the tea trade. In Decem-

ber, a group of men sneaked on 1o three British ships in Boston harbor and



