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Foreword |

by Prof. Liu Jiaping
Dean, School of Architecture, XAUAT
Academician, Chinese Academy of Engineering

Architectural heritage has long been playing a non-substitutable role in carrying forward
national culture, securing historical continuity, reinforcing ethnical cohesion and enhancing
a sense of shared cultural identity. Shaanxi Province was, for a rather long period of time in
history, the national political, economic and cultural center. This has bestowed upon us an
extraordinarily rich deposit of historic fabrics, which includes an abundance of architectural
heritage sites of many types. These sites, of which nearly 240 has been nominated as Key
Cultural Heritage Sites under State Protection, now serve as priceless testimonies to the time-
honored history of Shaanxi and China.

Led by Prof. Lin Yuan, the Architectural History Section from School of Architecture, Xi'an
University of Architecture and Technology (XAUAT), has for decades dedicated themselves in
surveying, recording and studying architectural heritage in Western China. Picking up from where
the past generations of architectural historians from our university left out, the team has been
gradually and steadily incorporating these heritage into the cognitive map of the intellectuals.
Among the most valuable results of their endeavors is the multitudinous measured drawings they
produced first-hand. The past few years have witnessed the maturing of this team as well as a
further accumulation of such yields, which deserve being organized, refined and presented. This
is done in the series Shaanxi Historic Buildings Measured and Drawn, which offers all-round and
in-depth insights into the representative pieces of architectural heritage in Shaanxi, both on their
history and current status. The series is expected to, on one hand, provide reliable resource for
future investigation, understanding and representation of history and culture to drawn on and on
the other, excellently demonstrate the caliber of architectural historians of our university.

Mentored by Prof Zhao Liying, a prominent architectural historian from XAUAT, Prof. Lin
Yuan is now the head of our Architectural History Section. For the recent years she has focused
on, for research, architectural conservation theories and practice as well as, for teaching, the
establishment of the undergraduate program of Historic Building Conservation. Her efforts have
not only made distinctive contributions to the school but also accomplished herself as one of the
leading figures among Chinese architectural historians of her age. In light of this, the completion
of the series is just another success for her and her team from ripe conditions. I firmly believe
the series will be an authoritative and indispensible source of reference for researchers on
architectural history of Shaanxi.

[ hereby applaud the publishing of Shaanxi Historic Buildings Measured and Drawn series and
congratulate the authors on making it happen.

N
81”11

January, 2018, in Xi'an

(English translation by Lin Xi)
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Foreword |l

by Prof. Zhao Liying
Ph.D. Candidate Supervisor, XAUAT, retired.
Founder of the Architectural History Section, XAUAT

What lies now before you is years of hard work having come to fruition. The faculty and
students from Architectural History Section, Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology
(XAUAT) undertook this work with assiduous labor and painstaking attention. Thus they are
finally able to present to you the results from surveying and measured drawing on ancient
architectural works in Shaanxi Province in this Volume, Jinyang & Sanyuan the first to have been
published among the series Shaanxi Historic Buildings Measured and Drawn.

What are the architectural works from our past to us today? People from various fields, say
professionals, administrators and the general public, etc., are bound to have different answers to
this question.

However, the good news is that it has become a mainstream and universally-accepted notion
to recognize ancient architectural works as invaluable material as well as cultural legacy
and resource of our nation. These works are of value to both the past and the present, hence
deserving scientific preservation and proper utilization. Few people would argue that these
remains of the past are liabilities or obstacles to our rural-urban development and therefore
should be razed to the ground.

Ancient architectural heritage may include historic buildings, vernacular dwellings and areas
in urban settings, as well as historic towns, villages, plus architectural works in scenic areas. To
incorporate, inherit, re-enliven and re-valorize them in urban renewal, rural reformation, scenic
area development and contemporary architectural designing is nowadays posing a challenge
faced by both researchers and practitioners.

This calls for steadfastness and seriousness in our work. In many senses, only deeper
understandings could breed better judgements. Scientific preservation and proper utilization of
these legacies could be achieved by no other way.

Ancient architectural works are first spatio-temporally bound, that is, situated in a historical
period and a locality which are both specific. Second, these works were informed by and imbued
with a multi-faceted richness of inputs and messages, be they, including but not limited to,
technical (materials, constructions, structures, craftsmanship, etc.), scientific (environments,
topographies, climates, natural elements, risk preparedness, etc.), cultural (ideologies,
aesthetics, customs, beliefs, value systems, etc.), and artistic (space, form, style, ornament etc.).

The surveying and measured drawing tasks completed by the authors of this book is the most
essential groundwork for studying ancient architecture. Any discourse and declamation on the
subject in the absence of such kind of work will be an attempt to make omelets without eggs.
Eventual completion and publication of the volumes in the series will, therefore, be conducive to
the furthering and enhancing of studies on ancient architecture in Shaanxi.

Considering that China has so many sites of architectural heritage, both ruinous and standing,
scattered over such a vast territory, I regret the fact that our work in the field, including
research, practice and personnel training, still has a very long way to go before the present and
future demands could be met.

With the publication of the first volume in the series, I hereby present these words and pray

they be of some benefit to those who read it. "

ﬁ\\'ﬁ‘

January 20th, 2018

(English translation by Lin Xi)
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Dayi Pailou, Zhangjiatun Village
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01 [Tang] Stone Seulptures, Chong Mausoleum of Tang
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A winged horse (photo)
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A civil servant (photo)
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