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Jumping Sound

for Zhongruan and Orchestra

Yanhe Dance, literally Cigarette Case Dance, is a folk dance popular among Nisu
people, a subgroup of the ethnic group Yi people who live in the Southern part of
Yunnan province. Yanhe Dance matured during the Yuan Dynasty and the Ming
Dynasty and reached its peak during the Qing Dynasty and the Minguo Era. The
dance earned its name because the dancers hold one wooden or bamboo cigarette case
in each hand. The dancing music is often played on Yueqin, a traditional Chinese
plucked lute with four strings. The Yi people also call the dance “Jumping Strings” ,
“Jumping Sound” and “Jumping Three-step Strings” . Yi people of all ages, both men
and women, enjoy dancing the Yanhe Dance. As a traditional saying goes, “You are
ready to dance when the instrument with four strings is played.”

When the composer went there to collect folk tunes, he was inspired by the
extraordinary and sensational Yanhe Dance that has many variations, especially by its
rhythmic and graceful movements that create a festive atmosphere. To accommodate
to contemporary aesthetics, instead of Yueqing, he chose Zhongruan, another
Chinese plucked string instrument with four strings, to describe vivid folk musical
images through its rich performance technique. The Zhongruan is accompanied by an
orchestra that produces a wide range of tone colors and textures in a broad expanse,
presenting a vivid description of traditional customs of Yi people who dance with

burning passion.
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ZHOU XIANGLIN

As a composer, ZHOU Xianglin, Professor of Composition at Shanghai Conservatory
of Music, also serves as a doctoral advisor at the conservatory. He is now Vice
Director of Academic Committee, Director of the Dean’s Office and the Admissions
Office, Secretary of the Composition Committee. He also serves as Vice Director of
Composition Committee of Shanghai Musician Association.

His major works include Caprice ( a piano solo that is among Great Piano Works in
Contemporary China ), Jiang Cheng Zi for baritone and piano, Shuang Sheng Zi for
baritone and piano, <Sw> for piano and four cellos, <Jumping Strings> for twelve erhus,
Ode to the Sun ( a large-scale choral symphony ), The River Flows East ( a symphonic suite
composed by Zhou Xianglin and Zhao Guang ), Dawn Breaking Over the Sea ( a symphonic
prelude ), Xumen Caprice ( a symphonic poem ), Warming Mountain in Feburary ( a piece
of Chinese orchestral music ), Hua Yao San Dao Hong ( a piece of Chinese orchestral
music ), Da Jia Ye for Da Liu Zi, Chinese instruments, and orchestra, Dong Meng for
orchestra, and Jumping Sound for ZhongRuan, a Chinese instrument, and orchestra,
Heaven Horse for ZhongRuan, a Chinese instrument, and orchestra.

He has won the Second Prize in the 18th National Musical Composition ( Folk Music
category ) Competition, the Third Prize in the 13th National Musical Composition
( Symphony category ) Competition, and received the Shanghai Outstanding Talent
Award for Arts, the Second Prize of the Shanghai Teaching Achievement Award, the
Third Prize of the He Lvding Foundation Award and the First Prize of the Fu Chengxian
Music Memorial Scholarship. Some of his works were recognized as Shanghai Great
Composition Projects in Literature and Arts. His works have been performed in
Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin as well as cities in Japan, South Korea and France.
His works have also been performed at major music festivals around the world, such
as the Shanghai Spring International Music Festival, Shanghai-Taibei Music Festival,
China's First '

Electronic Music Festival, the Ist Tianjin ( China ) International Contemporary Music
Festival, EXPO 2005 AICHI JAPAN, East Asian Contemporary Music Festival ( South

Korea ) and Lyon Percussion Concert Series.
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Orchestra

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets (B")
2 Bassoons

4 Horns (F)

2 Trumpets (B”)
3 Trombones
Tuba

5 Timpanies
Snare drum
Marimba
Vibraphone
Bongos
Xylophone
Suspended Cymbal
Tam-Tam
Tambourine
Wood block
Crash Cymbals
Bass drum
Triangle
Castanets ( four players )
Harp

Zhong Ruan
Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabasso

( Picc. )
(FL)
(Ob.)
(CL)
(Bon.)
(Hn.)
(Tpt.)
(Tbn.)
(Tuba.)
(Timp. )
(Sd.)
(Mar.)
(Vibr. )

(Xyl.)
(Sus.Cym.)
(Tam-t)
(Tamb. )
(W.B.)
(C.Cym.)
(B.D.)
(Trgl.)
(Cast.)
(Hrp.)
(Zh.R.)
(VL.1)
(VL. 1I)
(Vla.)
(Ve.)
(Cb.)
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