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1 Symbols of Culture

Unit
Leading In and Exploring the Topic

Leading In

When talking about the symbols of American culture, probably we
will never leave out McDonald's and Disney. McDonald's is the world's
leading fast food service retailer. Nowadays, it has more than 20,000
restaurants in over 100 countries serving millions of customers
each day. That explains why the tearing down of the first McDonald's
restaurant had caused such a big stir in the minds of many Americans.

And, according to most Americans, Disney Mirrors American
Culture. There are so many products with the Disney brand. films, books,
songs, TV shows and records. There are even Disney hotels and Disney
stores. Americans may have mixed feelings about Disney, but even those
who strongly oppose it are Disney customers themselves.
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Exploring the Topic

Nowadays, not only McDonald’s but also some other fast food restaurants are

getting more and more popular. Why is it so? Let’s do a survey.

Work in pairs and ask each other the following questions while checking (v) the

answers and providing your own in the blanks. Please notice that the questions are

open-ended with no right or wrong answers.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE FAST FOOD RESTAURANT?

My favorite is My partner’s favorite is
| McDoralds [ ] McDonalds
KFC (Kentucky Fried Chicken) [ ] KFC
Fizza Hut Fizza Hut

2 WHY DO YOU THINK MANY CHINESE PEOPLE LIKE TO GO TO

MCDONALD’S OR KFC?
| think it’'s because

My partner thinks it's because

the food there is served fast and thus
time is saved

the food there is served fast and
thus time is saved

the food there is great

the food there is great

the food is clean

the food is clean

it i
v

)
(@)

heap

it is cheap

o

i

&
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Hiais; £ { :
fferent from a Chi
restaurant and gives an exotic (R

W) feeling

it is different from a Chinese
restaurant and gives an exotic (F

FEITE M) feeling

one can learn something about
American culture

one can learn something about
American culture




Symbols of Culture Unit 1

Section A Reading Through
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I Even though the first McDonald’s restaurant sold only h burgers and French
fries, it still became a cultural symbol. Now, in the Southern California city
of Downey, people are trying to save the first McDonald’s restaurant in history.
McDonald’s, though, says the building should be torn down.

2 Built in 1953, the restaurant in Downey, California, is the oldest of all the
Golden Arches in America, and has the earliest McDonald’s building design.

3 Many people have good memories of that old McDonald’s. These people are angry
that the building is now in danger of being destroyed, along with their memories.

4 McDonald’s explains that the building was damaged in an earthquake, and
therefore needs to be torn down. Many people in the town of Downey don’t agree
with this line of thinking, though.

5  One woman says, “I think it’s terrible. They are using the earthquake as an
excuse. It’s a big lie.”

6  Another Downey resident remarks, “I am so upset. They don’t respect the
public at all. They haven’t even tried. They could do some small repairs and make
it a good restaurant again.”

7 McDonald’s managers say the restaurant is losing money at that location. There
is no room for a drive-thru window, or for seating inside. After the earthquake,
they say it was impossible to fix. The managers want to build a copy of this building
at another location instead.

8  Building inspectors, on the other hand, say that the structure can be repaired,
but that it will be expensive. Many people say that McDonald’s can certainly afford
to pay that amount. Some think that McDonald’s real reason for wanting to close
down the restaurant has nothing to do with money.
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9  Modern McDonald’s restaurants often have a sign claiming that a man named
Ray Kroc opened the first McDonald’s restaurant in Illinois in 1955. The truth,
however, is that Mr. Kroc actually learned the fast food business from Dick
and Mac McDonald in Downey. Later, Mr. Kroc bought their restaurants. Thus,
many people in Downey think McDonald’s is trying to change history, though the
company denies this.

10 To local historians, this explanation makes total sense. One historian said, “We
should not rewrite the past. Ray Kroc did not invent McDonald’s. The McDonald
brothers did.”

11 These days, a group of historians want the building to be added to the National
Register of Historic Places so that the city of Downey will be able to stop
McDonald’s from tearing the building down. The McDonald’s managers are very
angry, and have abandoned the structure. i

12 Everyone hopes that the McDonald’s managers and the people of Downey will
soon find peace. The building is still there, but boards cover the windows. Even
so, people drive by to remember their McDonald’s, taking pictures of a moment in
history before it gets taken away.

(Words: 468)

e iy

t. PiER; BlE
"hamburger /"h@&mbs3iga/ n. ¥ L
g 9 n.  [U] #3F; $iFE

C] R
iy /[fl'il(/ i earthquake /'3:0kweik/ n.
n. (chips, BrE) (usually plural) (also o _[C] ﬂﬂ%
French fries) Y24 resident /'rezidant/
vt B n. [ClJER; Em&
*cultural /'kaltfaral/ adj. hlé‘dJ},JH%ﬂijﬂlﬁﬂt) i
Xtk (&) # jeranes & b

n. (the ~) NAx; KAk BAX
adj. 1. A3L8); 2 HE
2. AR

location /lau'kerfaon/ n.

[C fE; HAT
"drive-thru /'drarv Oru:/

n. [CIRTERE; R TERT
inspector /In'spekta/ n.

[Cl##E b Bt

symbol /'simbal/ n.
[CIRAE; Frds ()
southern /'sadan/ adj.
TR BT R
farch /aitf/ n.
[C] BIt; Bt
danger /'deindza/ n.
[U] &k
destroy /dr'stror/ vt.

2 22



structure /'straktfa/ n.
1. [C] d'5ii¥; S5Hk
2.[C; U] 544 #id
afford /o'ford/ vr.
KA ; HAER
amount /o'mauvnt/ n.
(C; Ul %, #uw; B3
claim /kleim/ v.
1. ik, Wis; 5
2. R RE (N REIRUR R
Wi )
actually /'zktfuali/ adv.
S b
deny /di'nar/ vt.
BN AHIN
local /'laukal/ adj.
W HT MR
*historian /h1'sto:rian/ n.
[CI 2R
explanation /,ekspla'neifaon/ .
[C; U] fiftRe; il
"rewrite /,rii'rart/ vt.
H5; B
national /'n&[anal/ adj.
1 EZ%R; RIER; ERE
2. EGR; ErR; EER
register /'red3ista/
n. 1.[C] %l
2. [C] Bl kit
v. s
"historic /hr'storik/ adj.
AERPLEH; Pt
*abandon /a'bandon/
vt B ik
peace /piis/ n.
1. [singular; U] 15 FioEdtsb
2. [U] i &7
board /bo:d/
n. 1. [C] Kifu# gy At
2. [Cl Eh%; ER:
vt B (s AERE T H )

AwER BZURL AZlL
32 23 4

R

Symbols of Culture Unit 1

moment /'mauvmoant/ ».
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Phrases and Expressions
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in danger of &b T B2
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line of thinking B ; A%
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ﬁ Reading Out

Fill in the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check your

answers against the original. After that, read the passage aloud until you can

say it from memory.

Everyone hopes that the McDonald’s managers and the people of Downey will

soon find 1) . The building is still there, 2) boards cover the
windows. 3) , people drive 4) to remember their McDonald’s,
5) pictures of a moment 6) history before it gets taken away.

Q Getting the Message

Read the questions and complete the answers according to the text.

1 Where and when was the first McDonald’s built?

It was built in in

2 Why does McDonald’s want to tear down the restaurant?

Because

3 Why do some people want to save the first McDonald’s?

Because

4 According to the local historians, what is McDonald’s real purpose to tear down the
restaurant?

They believe that McDonald’s real purpose is to

5 What is the author’s purpose of writing this article?
His purpose is to

D Using the Right Word

Fill in the blanks with the words given below, changing the form if

necessary. Fill in each blank with one word only.

damage } deny } public [ inspect ’ actually

location } structure ‘ claim [ register [ amount



