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The Timid Rabbit

A Folktale from India

Retold by Ellen Wettersten
Art by Barbara Spurll



long ago in India, a rabbit lived in a grove
of trees. The rabbit was timid. He was afraid

of everything.




He often worried, “What if the earth breaks up?”

One day the rabbit was sleeping under a palm
tree. Just then, a ripe coconut dropped to the

ground. “Thud!”

The rabbit jumped up. His eyes popped open.
His ears stood up. He cried to himself, “The earth

III

is breaking up!” He began to run.




Another rabbit saw him. He called, “Why are
you running?”

The timid rabbit said, “The earth is breaking
up! I am running away. Come along.”

The two rabbits came to other rabbits. They
shouted, “The earth is breaking up! We are
running away. Come along.”

Soon there were many rabbits running after
the timid rabbit.






The rabbits came to a deer. They shouted, “The earth

is breaking up! We are running away. Come along.”



The deer ran with them.

The rabbits and the deer came fo a wild
pig. They shouted, “The earth is breaking
up! We are running away. Come along.”

The wild pig ran with the animals.

They came to a water buffalo. They
shouted, “The earth is breaking up! We
are running away. Come along.”




The water buffalo ran with the animals.

They came to a fox. They shouted, “The
earth is breaking up! We are running
away. Come along.”

The fox ran with the animals.

They came to a tiger. They shouted, “The
earth is breaking up! We are running
away. Come along.”

The tiger ran with the animals.




They came to an elephant. They shouted, “The

earth is breaking up. We are running away.
Come along.”

The elephant ran with the animals.




At last, the lion heard the animals. The lion

roared three times. “Stop!” he said loudly.




The lion was the king of the beasts. All of the
animals stopped.

The lion asked, “What are you shouting?”

“The earth is breaking up! The earth is
breaking up!” they shouted.

The lion said, “Elephant, did you see the
earth breaking up?”

The elephant said, “No. Ask the tiger. She
knows.”

The lion asked, “Tiger, did you see the earth
breaking up?”

The tiger said, “No. Ask the fox. She told




The lion asked, “Fox, did you see the earth
breaking up?”

The fox said, “No. Ask the water buffalo. He told

"

me.

The lion asked, “Water Buffalo, did you see the
earth breaking up?”

The water buffalo said, “No. Ask the wild pig.
He told me.”

The lion asked, “Wild Pig, did you see the earth
breaking up?”

The wild pig said, “No. Ask the deer. She told

|
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me.




