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ABSTRACT

Both of action and contemplation are the unique patterns behavioral
of the human beings. They not only make human get rid of the bondage
of nature, but also embody the subjectivity and plurality of human activi-
ty. Action and contemplation are the key issues that philosophers focuses
on in ancient Greece, and so far they have been to be concerned by more
and more people. According to the interpretation of ancient Greek think-
ers, Arendt raises the action and contemplation to the level of theoretical
systems and sums up the specific contents, which are put into her own
theory of political freedom. She connects the action theories and the con-
templation theories with the theory of political freedom and achieves an
extension of the theory from the “Action” to “Contemplation” , which
forms a complete structure.

Basing on the political philosophy of ancient Greece and Rome,
Arendt takes the situation and conditions of human beings as the starting
point of theoretical research and examines deeply the modern political
problems by combing and analyzing the traditional theory carefully. Ba-
sing on the degree of persistence (or immortality) of man — made ob-
jects, Arendt distinguishes strictly among the three kinds of human activ-
ities, namely, labour, work and action. The essential attribute of labor
requires that labor access to and produce the natural world. The object of
work is a technology world of meaningless processes and elements sys-

tem. Action engages direct interaction with others without an intermediar-



y, and it has formed a personal political world. On this basis, Arendt
partitions the public or private spheres, from which outlined the social
sphere linking the two areas. The distinction among these three areas ex-
presses the different degrees of freedom of the human condition. These
interrelated views gradually form her theories of action.

Bios politikos is one of the daily life in ancient Greece, together
with Bios politikos. The thinkers of the Middle Ages translated these two
kinds of life into Vita activa and Vita contemplative. Arendt thinks that
the object of meditation is not a specific kind whiéh currently exists, and
meditation is not for the concrete construction of the human world, which
helps little to human society in most of the time. However, “meditation
has political importance”. It promotes Arendt to link Bios theoretikos and
Bios politikos so as to search the political freedom. First, Arendt points
out that the meditation is beyond the limitation and visibility of every-
thing. Meditation is a theoretical activity that finds the reasons and prin-
ciples, and universality and necessity of things. It is not only based on
reality, but also tends to perfection. Arendt stresses the subjective and
objective factors for the shift from action to contemplation. Second,
Arendt explains that meditation includes three contents; thinking, will
and judgment. Thinking is a kind of activity that the object is drawn away
from the intended objectives. It provides the objects of activities to will
and judgment, and it is in a basic position. Will is completely autono-
mous capacity of individuals, and it can create autonomous personality
completely. It is future — oriented, and it shows the purpose. Judge
makes thinkers reach the public domain and get access to specific politi-

cal affairs. It fully expresses the political function in contemplation. Fi-
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nally, Arendt gives it a clear time position and the manner of “thinking
without banister” , for a series of nature in contemplation, such as free-
dom, hidden and subjective, etc. She looks for the means of communica-
tion between meditations, and between contemplation and action. She
expresses the eternity, freedom, and political of contemplation, and fi-

&

nally realizes theory extension from “action” to “contemplation”.

Arendt combs the development and direction of political freedom
from ancient Greece to modern after her explaining the political signifi-
cance which is hidden in action theory and meditation theory. She analy-
zes that the original real politics becomes the opposite of itself because of
the changed relationship between the politics and philosophy. Tt leads to
the emergence of false politics in human life. There are many reasons for
false politics, such as the negative effects of modern science and technol-
ogy development, a large number of atomic individuals, the emergence of
totalitarianism, hypocrisy and lies fully in politics, the damage and de-
struction of civil personality by terror of ideology, and so on. Arendt re-
turns to the “politics” meaning in ancient Greece when she sees the false
political. She connects politics with freedom to express their freedom in
political activities. On the basis, people express their views in a common
space, and they participate freely in public affairs through conversation
and action. Therefore, Arendt points out the distinction between political
and social, and she hopes that human can rehabilitate public domain and
reconstruct “real politics” to achieve the ideal of political freedom after
she analyzes the subject of political activities, the space of political exist-
ence, the scope of political discussion, and the political responsibility,

etc. Arendt illustrates the relevant elements of political freedom in cri-



tique and reconstruction and expresses the essence of its meaning.
Arendt cuts Marx’s theory in accordance with the political freedom
theory of her own needs when she collides Marx in philosophy. She
thinks that Marx broke the traditional way of thinking on one hand. He
frees himself from the framework in the original theoretical interpretation
and returns to the realistic field of the political history. And then, he
pays close attention to the plight which people still can not get rid of. He
challenges and ends the western philosophical tradition, and realizes the
turning of philosophy functions from contemplation to practical action. On
the other hand, there are developing continuity and homogeneity in Marx-
ist theory and the traditional theory. Arendt accepts some theories of Ma-
rx’s political freedom, and she expresses her own theories through the vo-
cabulary of Marx’s political philosophy. As a non — Marxist, Arendt
shows different characteristics in her explaining Marx’s theory when she
compares with the Western Marxist from the view of methodology. She
explains Marx’s political theory in historical framework of western tradi-
tional political thought by the theoretical position. She criticizés exclu-
sively capitalism by critical method, and it is more radical with her meth-
od than Marx’s and Western Marxist’s. She regards the political freedom
as the standard of measuring Marxist theory, and searches the perfect po-
litical philosophy from freedom and necessity when explaining the con-
tent. However, she usually elaborates multi — level concept of Marx by
single understanding without analyzing Marx’s political theory deeply and
comprehensively, which leads to many defects in her political thought.
There are many similarities on the surface in political free thought be-

tween Arendt and Marx from the view of specific theories. In fact, how-



ever, there is qualitative difference among their labour view, space field
and theoretical goals. It shows the limitations of one - sided, static and
utopian in Arendt’s thought of political freedom.

In short, on the basis of Marxism, the dissertation adopts the meth-
ods of reading texts, comparative analysis and critical reflection by firmly
grasping the main line of political freedom to explain specifically the
meaning and significance in Arendt’s political free thought from the basic
categories such as action and contemplation. Meanwhile, the dissertation
evaluates her political free thought with the context of Marxism, reveals
the characteristics and limitations of her thought, and explores the practi-
cal value of the thought during the developing process in contemporary

society.

Key words: Arendt; Marx; Action; Contemplation; Political free-

dom
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