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As a memorial to the 200th anniversary for Chinese to settle in Australia

We devote the highest tribute and respect to all Chinese predecessors who had been
striving hard on this land of Australia since 1818, dedicating The Report on the Develop-
ment of Chinese Community in Australia2018
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I am honored to be associated with this work on the Australian Chinese community.
It is especially satisfying that a recourse has been made to statistical analysis and this

has been backed by tracing of changing census methodology.

The work covers everything from real estate purchases to health activity, exploita-
tion of students to the high non - religion facet of Chinese Australians. It is noteworthy
that it does not make claims beyond what is supported by its work. Thus, it very readily
admits that it’s student survey group was possibly not representative.

Overall this work provides a very worthwhile picture of the community, who consti-

tuting Sper cent of our 2016 nation are major players in our future.

( By the Hon Laurie Ferguson, former Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Multicul-
tural Affairs and Settlement Services )
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The essays in this book provide a valuable insight into the development of the Chi-

nese community in Australia.

Examining the Census ‘statistics for Australia from 2016 reveals that the Chinese
community in Australia in general are younger than the overall population. The figures
also indicate that the Chinese community have higher education levels than the general

community.

There has been rapid expansion of Chinese students involved in higher education
since the 90’s. An analysis of how this affects the transition from education to employ-

ment is considered.

The research has found that Chinese students are vulnerable to exploitation when
undertaking part — time jobs in hospitality. This is because they are not familiar with wa-
ges policies nor comfortable about their English skills. They are more likely to be em-
ployed by someone from their same cultural group which means exploitation would be

more likely.

The population of the Chinese community in Australia has increased dramatically in
the last 30 —40 years, especially after the 1990’s.

The Chinese community has a strategic influence in four (4) Federal electorates.

They determine the outcome of who will be elected to the Federal Parliament in these ar-
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eas.

Chisholm, a Victorian Federal electorate, has 17.4% Chinese in the electorate;
Banks, a NSW Federal electorate, has 19.7% Chinese;

Bennelong, a NSW Federal electorate, has 21% Chinese;

Reid, a NSW Federal electorate, has 18.2% Chinese.

This ability to influence election results in these areas also extends to the 1ocal State

seats.

The number of Chinese in Australia in 2016 was 1,214 ,418. This is an increase of
348,437 compared to 2011.

Notwithstanding these figures, Chinese Australians find it difficult to gain represen-
tation in Australian politics, even considering they constitute about 4% of Australia’s to-
tal citizens. This may be attributable to their lack of knowledge of both political prac-

tices and the electoral system.

This book is a valuable contribution in raising awareness within the Chinese com-

munity and those who have provided papers are to be commended.

( By the Hon DARYL MELHAM , AM , former Chair of Federal Labour caucus)



INTRODUCTION

The vision and mission of The Report on the development of
Chinese Community in Australia2018

David Chen

On March 21, 2015 ( United Nations’ Anti — Racial Discrimination Day and Aus-
tralia Harmony Day), Australian Chinese Workers Association ( ACWA) held in the
Theatrette of New South Wales Parliament House the public memorial service for the
Chinese miners during God Rush which is the first time in the history. At the ceremony,
we announced that to prevent the recurrence of Anti — Chinese events in the future, AC-
WA will in the Chinese community promote and implement multiculturalism, free trade
doctrine, corporatism, and a series of progressive social and public policies working to-
gether with all sectors of society and relevant agencies. We also advocate to build a Chi-
nese community in Australia with a middle class as the fundamental element, so that the
Chinese community can truly achieve cultural, economic and political equality, funda-
mentally eliminate the social roots of the Anti — Chinese events and strive for the Chinese

community the space of development with perpetual peace, liberty and equality.

With this vision in mind, ACWA published the end of the Anti — Chinese policy in
the history in Australia in August 2016, established the Monument in Sydney in October
2016 for the Chinese miners during Gold Rush, holding a series of seminars in the Chinese
community to promote the vision and implement the mission. However, all of these are still
insufficient to complete our historical mission — to strive the space of development with per-

petual peace, liberty and equality for the Chinese community in Australia. Therefore , afier
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meetings and discussions, the Executive Committee of ACWA finally decided to edit and
publish The Report on the development of Chinese Community in Australia — 2018, with
the purpose to establish a set of scientifically theoretical norms to guide the Chinese
community from spontaneously to self — consciously transforming itself into a community
with the middle class as the main element. At the same time, the book will also use de-
tailed and reliable data to show the real conditions of the Chinese community to the
whole society to eliminate misunderstandings and discrimination. The report will also be
widely sent to Parliament House from federal to state, the relevant agencies and all sec-
tors of society to provide influential information with objectivity and fairness for the poli-
cy makers and all stakeholders as think tank and fundamentally eliminate the occurrence

of the Anti — Chinese event.

In May 2017, ACWA set up the editorial committee with the Hon Laurie Ferguson,
former Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Multicultural Affairs and Settlement Services,
and the Hon Daryl Melham AM, former chair of Federal Labour caucus as co — supervi-
sor, and Professor Wang Shiming, postdoctoral supervisor of East China Normal Univer-
sity as editor — in — chief. After more than one year of work, the editorial committee has
called 20 experts with PhD qualification, associate professors and even higher level
scholars to participate in the research and compilation of the fourteen topics in this
book. The editorial committee carefully reviewed all submitted papers in accordance

with rigorous academic standards. The experts and scholars completed the tasks perfect-
ly.

The main body of the report on the development of Chinese Community in Australia —
2018consists of four parts: general report, survey report, community study, and chroni-
cles, where the “General Report” and “Survey Report” were written in English. These
two parts deeply have done detailed investigations through the methods of the Australian
Bureau of Statistics data, Questionnaire surveys, interviews etc. in terms of the compo-
sition of the Chinese community, culture, education, employment, public health, social
welfare, pensions, investment, political participation, and international students, and
propose a corresponding community development plan. In the “Community Study” sec-
tion, the team consisting of six group of experts has conducted in — depth research and
analysis on the development of Chinese Community and put forward corresponding plans
for the Chinese community and individuals, hoping to guide the Chinese community from

spontaneously to self — consciously to develop individuals and community into middle
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class status. The “Chronicles” section consists of “Chronicles of Chinese community in
Australia” (writing in English) and “Chronicles of China — Australia Relations. ” The
appendix of the book contains the brief introduction of distinguish Chinese in various
fields and Chinese leaders who have made significant contributions to the development of
the Chinese community, the biography and brief introductions of political leaders and re-
lated institutions of China and Australia. Due to limited time, it is hard for this book to
comprehensively collect information from all relevant community leaders and political
leaders, please allow us to supplement in the next editions, if there are any deficien-

cies.

Tracing back the time from the gold rush till the end of the last century, human so-
ciety had been in an industrialized time. Due to industrialization of production methods
and the limited and non — renewable production resources, the linearization of workplace
relations was caused, and the dualization of division of labour and distribution of produc-
tion occured. Consequently, the way to solve conflicts after escalation is often to elimi-
nate the other party as the ultimate means, which is also the intrinsic root of the Anti —
Chinese event in the Gold Rush and the subsequent White Australia period. Beginning
from this century, with the advent of the internet, the methods of processing mega — data
have been causing revolutionary mega — change in the production and lifestyle of human,
and human has stepped into information age accordingly. The nature of globalization and
decentralization have determined that the linear relations of production must be ended
up, and human beings will be liberated from labour obtaining true liberty consequently.
The emergence and development of the internet means that mankind will achieve real e-
quality and freedom in information acquisition and processing. The distribution of social
resources will tend to be reasonable and fair. The employment relationship will be re-
placed by cooperative relations. The structure of society will present dynamic rectangu-
larity. The middle class will become the backbone of society, perhaps this is the vision
of human beings’ harmonization. Revealing the intrinsic mechanism and proposing the
corresponding solution should be the mission that The Report on the development of Chi-
nese Community in Australia must accomplish. However, this goal is difficult to be com-
pletely achieved in the “2018 Edition” , allowing us to progressively improve it in the
next reports in the future. ACWA will also act as pioneer at this historical development
moment and lead the Chinese community marching courageously on the glorious road to

liberty of labour.
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I am pleased to be able to provide this foreword for this report on the development

and contribution of Australia’s vibrant Chinese community.

There has been a growing Chinese community in Australia since the days of the
Victorian gold rush which has contributed to the rich fabric of Australia’s heritage.

As the Member for Canterbury in the NSW Parliament it is my pleasure to be able
to represent one of the most multicultural communities in Australia’s political landscape.
Indeed, some 51 per cent of my electorate were either born overseas or have parents that
were born overseas. Combined, the electorate of Canterbury represents some 180 lan-
guages and cultures making my community a proud microcosm of the world. The Chinese
community plays an important part in my community, especially in the suburb of Camp-
sie. With some 15% of my electorate of Chinese heritage, I have immense pride in

communicating with, and advocating for, this proud and hard — working community.

As the Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism I am honoured to be able to lend my
support to this document that serves as an archive of the experience of the Chinese com-

munity in Australia, its history, its current context, and its future.

The introduction and development of Chinese culture and tradition is a beautiful
chapter in Australia’s multicultural story. Starting with the introduction of food and cul-
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ture, and extending to the wonderful festivals and Lunar New Year celebrations, the
Chinese community have a rich and proud part to play in the story that is modern Aus-
tralia. The community value for achievement through education and training as well as a
defined spirit of entrepreneurialism signifies a wealth of economic, cultural and social
success and benefits that Australia’s Chinese community has helped to deliver and to

share.

Australia’s former Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, was the head of the first West-
ern Government to officially recognise China, signifying the respect and egalitarian atti-
tude Australians share and defend. Since this time our two countries and cultures have
grown closer, economically, diplomatically and culturally to form the friendship and the

bonds that we share today.

The relationship has not always been easy, and there have been instances of terri-
ble treatment of some sections of our community in the past, however that is an indica-
tion of the requirement for modern progressive people and leaders to stand strong in the
face of racism, of hate and of fear, and to proclaim that Australia’s cultural diversity is

its strength, its courage and its hope.
It is our diversity that unites us in modern Australia, it does not divide us.

I congratulate the report authors on this report, at over 200,000 words it is a well
— documented experience of the Chinese community’s experiences in Australia, and a
ground — breaking document on the history and future of a vibrant part of Australia’s di-

verse community.

Yours sincerely

SOPHIE COTSIS MP
MEMBER FOR CANTERBURY
SHADOW MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURALISM
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