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Tar equivalent of the Hamkwan Taxi in which the Customs Reveuue and all Valucs ave stated,
was, during the year 1915, at the average Sight Eschange on London New York Paris, Berlin, Calcutta
Yokohama, Petrograd, and Hougkong respectively, us follows :—

| j i 3
%% ! xW 0 EBEW 5% HEY DA% K% JEAMKT
Ewousn | Aszmioaw Freven Geunay  © Iworax ! Javasesk = Russiax Mexicaw
Mowey. ' Moxsr. | Moxey. Moxxr. Moxxyr. | Mower. | Moxkr. Dovuaus.
kMt @n | W LR 3 - oM X4, ®E
« d ! God# Fraues. Marks. | Rupes. | Yen. Roubles. | 8
2 7 l 0.62 339 2-67* 195 1-25 1.63% 1-41

BRI M N E S NF L Shughel Oustoms sule of exahinge.

PEHRE®
TABLE OF CHINESE WEIGHTS.

“MEXTETAFER LIS ZEAETET LHBRITSZ EAAFE
1 Taxt. (Liang) = §83.3 grains (11 0z avoirdupois) = 37.783 &

TAMB =X —AY S~ AP ATHNHRBRST R 28 +=
16 Taols == 1 Carry (Chin) = 1} R avoirdupois = 604+ 53 genummes,

~HFN-H AL —A=Z+=ZAR 22 BET AN TRRBERA TR ZNTE =,
ERFE-AN+LBRAR LN E
100 Catties = 1 PicoL (Tan) = 133} 1, avoirdupos = 6o-453 kil = 147-67 Russian pounds,
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HARBIN DISTRICT TRADE REPORT.

1. LocAL—The loeal forecasts predicted that 1915 would be a prosperous year, being
based on the heavy snowfalls which expenence teaches presage a rich harvest and a full
river: the comung of spring and the releasing of the ice-bound waters brought about events
which human optimism overlocked. The river, swollen already by the melted snows was
reinforced by heavy rains, snd, rising over its banks, carried away or ruined beyond all
hope stocks of beans standing over from the previous year. The blocks of ice which detached
themselves were more massive and more destructive than usual and bearing down on the
shipping drawn up ready for their season's work, they left behind a sad tale of wreck and
damage which & quarter of » million roubles would hardly cover. Contrary to custom there
was little eventual subsidence in the waters, and the regions which were fooded at the
opening remained so practically throughout the season. Fresh ground was broken and potential
possibilities were given for the increasing of the harvest, but, owing to the impracticability of
working the river-side lands the produce gathered in showed up at 20 per cent. less than
in the previous year. Incontestably the conlinued high water was a happy turn of fortunc's
wheel in other respects, and shipowners generally made the most of its possibilities, though,
incidentally, there were some who sufiered and none too lightly. With everything taken into
consideration the harvest was good and cargo fairly plentiful. Nevertheless subsequent events
wade it clear that the means at hand for transport, through short-sighted manipulation,
exceeded the demand, and vessels perforce lay idle cither through this circumstance or
through having been bought ofi the run by more wealthy rivals. The influx of workmen
and settlers from the coast, principally from Shantung, was moare than ever marked this
year, and an i d d d for y ger space led to some compames exploiting this
branch of the river trade to the practical exclusion of ail others. [t paid; a round trip
between Harbin and Blagovestchensk is known to haye brought in a clear gain of 2,500
roubles and an express service of 11 steamers which monopolised the run between Harbin
and Humaho, lying above Blagovestchensk, where gold is being washed out of the Amur in
increasing quantities, to all appearances found the venture highly successful and profitable.
A ruling feature ip the trade of 1915 was that of exchange, and the depreciation of the rouble
prevented anything like extensive purchases from outside markets. The attached chart
showing how the rouble has declined in the 12 months under consideration is interesting
and instructive. The exporter naturally profited through the fall in the rouble exchange, more
especially as he was materially aided by low market rates during the season. Later in the
year prces locally rose but did not affeet the situation at that time to any extent. The
medium for purchase of local produce is the tizo, and the average rates for the Kirin and
Tsitsihar fico for one rouble during the last three years s as follows:—

! 1813, 1914, 1916,
o Kmis Tsimapar Ky Tarsinan Koy TstrsmAr
Tose Pran. Tro. 'rao. T'rio. TLiav.
AVeraye. . .oooiceeeeeeeen S60 04! 1340 106.33 1098 11.03
iHighest . 1450 1600 23.50 3150 1650 20:20
Lowest.. vvveeeiiioiiane 700 770 8.40 11.40 7.0% 7-40
-
1 .
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2 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1915.

The bean season caleulated frora November to November, was good. The total exported
during the period indicated amounted to 482,304 tons, out of which 383,304 tons went via
Viadivostock or Nikolaievsk and 99,000 tons to South Manchuria vie Kwanchengtze. The
balance still unshipped at Vladivostock at the end of the scason was g 568 tons while
Nikolaievsk begins the new season with & clean sheet. Out of the quantity shipped from
Vladivostock and Nikolaievsk that 1s to say, 411,236 tons—including 37,500 tons standing
over from the 1g13-14 season,—202,000 tons went Lo Europe and the balance to Japanese
ports. Buying prices were low, owing to holders being alarmed over the possibility of
shortage in tonnage, excessive freight, ete, and stock was unloaded on the market, depressing
the value, and giving an average of only 50 copecks a pood delivered Station Harbin, against
7o and 63 copecks in 1914 and 1913. The cost f.o.b. Vladivestock remained as before, namely,
R. 47.10 & ton: ocean freight varied between 35 and go shillings, while the cost of laying
down & ton of beans in London ranged between £7 and £8. By the end of the year, that
is two months into the new season, both freight and cost of laying down in London showed
groatly increased figures. Taken all round all other local products had a successfui year, while
a drop in imports from Russia found its compensation in the imports from the South.

2°. REVENUE.—The collection for the Harbin district of HATlx 1,124/646 once more
corentes a record and is HiTls 83862 over the 1914 total. The genersl trade ditions at
Aigun were depressed, and the decrease recorded is due to the small demand in the Russian
Amur province for Chinese produce. The decline in cattle continues and the trade promises
to become extinct. Sansing revenue msintamns the high level established in 1914. Harbin
River in spite of a large decline in the value of the trade, shows a big increase 1n rovenue,
which eomes about through the import of beans and other produce which are declared for and
appear as an export at Suifenho while the duty is placed to the credit of the River Customs.
Greatly increased export of local produce accounted for Huifenho's augmented share: Man-
chouli's contribution has probably reached its lowest level. While export trade has been good,
the prohibition of the export of certain goods from Russia was sufficiently detrimental to
import trade without having to seek further reasons, though shortage of rolling stock and high
freights and lack of tonnage may be quoted as additional aggravating factors. River dues
vealised Mkl 29,830, or Mkt 5,220 less than in 1914, Sansing being responsible for the
whole decrease.

3". YoreweN Goops—(a.) Imports, Direct and Coastwise—With the exception of the
decrease at Manchouli, the import trade has been well maintained in spite of the adverse
exchange. The import trade of Harbin as indicated in the available Customs trade statistics
is necessarily confined to that carried on by river. In this instance the gross mport of goods
from the Russian Amur ports stands practically stationary. With regard to the goods the
value for which appears under “Imported from Chinese Ports” in the Values table it should
be understood that practically everything which comes under this head may be classed as
reimports, the only articles of consequence going to make up the value given being new and
old gunnies and empty spirit drums returned from Lahasusu and Aigun (Taheiho). Suifenho
shows ap all round drop of 14 per cent., which the shortage in tonnage may very well account
for. Piece goods of all grades show up poorly against previous years, and under other goods
the most significant pownts are the drop of 50 per cent. in the import of Russian kerosene oil
she mwailable stock in Viadivostock being now very limited and the total disappearance of
angras of) the import of which in former years has always been in the vicinity of the quarter
milfion. Bmnsing imports consist for the greater part of Harbin re-exports; oaly about 20 per
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HARBIN, 3

cent, of its foreign import trade may be said to be a direct one from abroad mainly from
Habarovsk. The high cost of goods was undoubtedly the principal accessory to the general
decline, in addition to which it should be recorded that there were a good deal of accumulated
stocks to be worked off. Similar conditions nre to be observed at Aigun as at Sansing, inas-
much as that port depends largely on Harbin for its imports, and more so than ever this yoar
owing to the Russian prohibition, for economical reasons, of export to China or elsewhere
abroad. In the second place the demand for goods on the Russian side has greatly diminished
since a large number of the population has been withdrawn owing to the war and the re-export
trade dwindled to a mere shadow of its former self. Piece goods play an important rdle in the
mport and re-export teade of the district. The imports at Manchouli consist entirely of Russian
und Gorman piece goods. The latter howevor, have totally disappeared, while Suifenho and
Kwanchengtze are points of entry for the goods of other nationalities. As regards re-exports,
at Manchouli only about 18 per cent. cousist of goods which have come in through the southern
stations. Suifenho re-exports almost exclusively Russian piece goods while at Harbin the
re-export should more correctly be termed a redistribution, as the goods do not go out of the
provinee —or only an infinitesimal percentage do so. The demand for Russian piece goods on
the river section is small. The re-export trade through Kwanchengtze is made up of piece
goods from Russia brought in at Manchouli (Hh-Tls 745,233 1n 1914; HkTle 415990 in 1915),
the balance consisting of returned goods, or of Russian goods sent out which have not been
declared at the Customs for re-export.

(b.) Re-cxports.—High Russian tarifls and a reduced population brought re-exports abroad
down from over half a million to less than 36,000 taels. Me-exports at Suifenho consist
practically entirely of Russian goods imported through Manchouli. 82 per cent. of the Man-
chouli re-exports to foreign countries consist of Russian goods sent back to Russia the balance
being made up of goods which have come in through Suifenho or Kwanchengtze. With regard
to the Manchouli re-exports to Chinese ports, these consist entirely of goods of Hussian
provenance, and in 1915 were made up of cotton piece goods, value HkTls 415990; deer
horns, value #/:. 71 9,530; and musk value k.77 §,800.

4°. CHINESE Goops.—(a.) Vapovis, Abroad and Coastwise (including Re-exports)—The
value of this vrade during the last thres years was as follows:—

1913. 1914 1015,

1k Fs. HkTs HETH
Harbin . . 5932438 5,605,666 6,073,678
Manchouli 1,780,193 1 666,986 1,876,863
Suifenho . . . 13,913,326 11,646,631 16,234,007
Saosing . . . 2,610,163 2,857,618 2,159,358
Aigun . . . . . . 1763670 1,932,386 1,607,824

25099810 23,709,287  27951,730
2,657,623 5,989,703

Torar . . 23999810 26366910 33941433

Kwanchengtze

The exports abroad through the River Customs may be said to consist principally of beans,
wheat and other cereals, live stock, and eggs, and the same may be said of Sansing, with the
exclusion of live stock. The lack of ocean tonuage and the demands of the South Manchurian

12



4 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1915.

mills account mainly for the fall recorded at Sansing, though floods play a not insignificant
part. The stato of affairs at Aigun calls for no further comment beyond what has been stated
i the foregoing paragraphs. Suifenho exports showed great activity, and in addition to
greater volume in the amount of eereals the immense increase in beancake bean oil and flour
all products of the Harbin mills deserve special attention. The re-exports at the River Customs
have to be read in the same light as foreign re-exports, that is as being made up of goods which
come up from the South through Kwanchengtze and subsequently sent to river places.

(b.y Imports—With the exception of beans wheat and other cereals, and a few products
of these the balance of Chinese imports at the River Customs may be said to consst of
returned goods, Aigun still does trade along the Tsitsihar-Mergen route, but the Amur rail-
way, which branches off at Karinskays, in Siberia and connects Blagovestchensk and Habarovsk
with European Russia is slowly absorbiny all available freight,

5° InpaNp TraNsiT.—No remarks,

6°. SuppING.-~There was an all round increase in the number of entries and clearances
under General Regulations during 1915, the total being 4,942 steamers, registering 1,508,204
tons (1914: 3,921 steamers, 1,711,225 tons). The tonnage, it will be noted is less, in explanation
of which it has to be said that the ordinary tonnage capacity of a river steamer is small
and goods are generally loaded in barges which are taken in tow; thus, the tonnage ou each
entry varnes with the number of barges in tow. As has already been mentioned, a good many
steamers went in exclusively for passenger traffic and cleared almost invariably, without
barges. The above total is made up of 4,486 steamers (1,434,370 tons) under the Russian
flag, an mcrease in numbers of 12 per cont. over 1914, and 456 steamers (73,825 tons) under
the Chinese flag, or an increase of 270 per cent. Tho number of stoamers running to iuland
places was 6og, registering 91,507 tons of which 105 (45,715 tons) were Russian and 504
(45882 tons) Chinese. The decrease under the Russian flag is explained by the fact that
many steamers hitherto recorded as running to inland places have now been placed under
the category of those running under General Regulations. The number of junks entered
and cleared in the district amounted to 15,725, with a combined tonnage of 259,339 tons
(1914: 13,206 junks, 196,554 tons), a decrease at Aigun being caused by a service of three small
Russian steamers which have competed successfully with the junk traffic. During the season
four Russian steamers were lost and four badly damaged, and four lussian and two Chinese
barges were lost tho drift ice at the openming boing rosponsible for the greater part of the
damage. The River Aids Department was actively engaged during the winter months removing
obstructions from the shallows at Sansing, and altogether 14 cubic sajens (4,802 cubic feet)
of stone were removed on a distance of 23 versts (1 verst = 0.66 of a mile). On the Upper
or Harbin Section, 295 versts in length, 48 beacons were shifted during the season 181 poles
and 288 shields were renewed, and 399 poles and 600 shields were repainted. On the Lower
or Lahasusu Section a distance of 336 versts, 356 beacons were shifted during the season
99 poles and 159 shields were renewed, and 413 poles and 645 shields repainted. The Shallows
at Sansing were Jighted from the 28th May to the 1st November, and altogether 233 steamers
availed themselves of these lights, The total number of vessels wintering at Harbin at the
close of the season numboered 54 steamers, 73 barges, and 287 junks.

7" PasseNaer Trareic.—The total number of passengers carried by nver stesmers
during 1915 was 300,720; the figure for 1914 was 203,082, No statistics are available for
Suifenho and Manchouli.
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HARBIN. 5

8. TREASURE.—No remarks.
g". Ortum.— No remarks.

10", MisosnuaNtous—The productiveness of North Manchurian soil makes interesting
study, and it is perhaps not out of place to close this report with a short survey of existing
conditions. The staple and most remunerative product is undoubtedly beans. There are
12 different varieties produced in the district, but to all intents the bean which claims any
special attention is the yellow variety (i &), which contains the best properties for the
manufacture of bean oil.  Around the district of Hailunhsien (3§ fiy &%) are founad the best oil
beans, while the crop on the left shore of the Sungari, near Harbin, is almost equally good.
According to the best authorities, North Manchuria produced some 769000 tons of beans
of all kinds in 1915. Out of this total, it is estimated, about 228,000 tons were absorbed by
the local mills, which so far can turn out about 19,000 tons of bean oil in & year. At the
present moment there are 20 mills in Harbin itself and one at Hulanho run by machinery, in
addition to which there are numerous hand mills scattared along the upper and lower reaches
of the Sungari; but tho main tendency now and for the future is to centralise the indusiry in
Harbin. The industry is in its initinl stages, and a large increase of output may be anticipated.
The output at present of heancake is put down at 224,000 tons. The cultivation of wheat is
practically a recent innovation, brought about by the needs of the increasing foreign population.
In 1896 the total wheat produced has been given as a little over 16,000 tons (1,000,000 poods).
The estimate for 1915 is 546,500 tons, out of which about 209,000 tons are consumed by the
local Aour mills, The best wheat is produced in the Ninguta (% ¥ 1%) district, followed by
that round Bodune ({{§ #§ 3#%). the third in order being the whsat produced on the right bank
of the Sungari, up as far as Sansing. The largest crops, owing to favourable climatic con-
ditions and good soil, are gathered in in the region of Suihuahsien (£ 4k %§) and Payang-
chow ([ # #{). North Manchuria is not favourable for the production of ideal wheat, and
the quality falls below that of the Russian. At the present moment there are 19 flour mills
working in the district, including two at Changehun (J§ %), and of these, 10 are situated in
Harbin. The combined yearly production is put down at about 134,300 tons. The flour
prodaced, except that of the Ninguta mills, is considerably below the standurd of the Russian
milled article. The forest lands of North Manchuria form the richest natural asset. The main
forest regions are oun the slopes of the Greater and Tesser Hingan Mounteins, around Sansing,
along the railway line in the region of the Greater Hingan and the left bank of the Sungari
below Harbin, and between [mienpo and Mulin on the eastern railway section. With regard to
the forosts in the interior their extent is difficult to gauge, but owing to the difficulties attendant
on trrnsport they may for the present be left out of the question, beyond stating generally that
the outskirts, where they follow the right and left bank of the Amur and Sungari respectively,
provide fuel for the steamers plying their calling on the two waterways. The most important
aro the concessions which border on the ratlway, and which are estimated at 35,000 square miles
in extent. the value of the timber being estimated at about 40,000 to 45,000 roubles per square
mile. These concessions have been obtained by the railway through special agreement, which
stipulates for the annual payment to the Chinese Government treasury of 8 per cent. of the
value of the prepared article for the use of the railway. The extent of the ground laid bare
every year is put down at between 80 to 100 square miles, producing timber valued at between
5000000 to §,500,000 roubles. It is estimated that the yearly needs of the railway amount
to 178,000 cubic sajens (43,254,000 cubic feet) of prepared timber. The population along the
railway and upper reaches of the Sungari consume abouy 27,000 cubic sajens (6,561,090
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6 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1915,

cubio feot) yoarly. No figures are available for the consumption in the iuterior the trade being
entirely in the hands of Chinese merchants. South Manchuria imports timber principally for
matchwood and fuel. Up to the present North Manchurian timber has not found its way to
the China or other markets, though it has been suggested that the former where up to now
Japanese and American timber dominate, might be exploited with advantage. No steps are
being taken with regard to reafforestation. The principal factories and the places at which
thoy are situated are indicated on the production map of the North Manchurian district which
is published with this report, The map, further is of interess in demonstrating how the railway
is served from the important centres and the extent of territory which it affects.—In conclusion,
a steady yearly increase in the number of firms, both foreign and Chinese which establish
themselves in the district is a healthy sign of the times: there is a wide field for enterprise and
for everybody, and, in spite of all drawbacks, the year 1915 was one which the majority of
business men ean look back upon with satisfaction, and from which the future years may be
looked forward to with well-founded assurance.

I am indebted to Mr. W. R. Myers, 2nd Assistant, B, for the foregoing report.

P. GREVEDON
Conmunissioner of Customa.

Hareiv, 30th Marek 1916,
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