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FOREWORD

My dear friend and former colleague Xia Kunbao is a distinguished member of the
international civil service as well as Chinese civil service. During his active service in the
National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) of China, and later in the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), he worked tirelessly and with unflinching commitment to
contribute to the cause of environmental protection and sustainable development in China as
well as at the global level. Xia Kunbao is indeed an outstanding environmental activist and
diplomat.

Xia Kunbao’s book titled “Green Journey: My Years with UNEP” describes his 30 years’
association with the UN system’s principal environmental agency from the time he was
working with NEPA of China until after his retirement as a senior staff member of UNEP.

Xia Kunbao arrived in Nairobi, Kenya in October 1996 to join the Chinese Permanent
Mission to UNEP as Deputy Permanent Representative. I was then serving as Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Kenya, Uganda and Ethiopia and Pakistan’s Permanént Representative
to UNEP. As fellow members of the Committee of Permanent Representatives (CPR),
Xia Kunbao and I worked together to articulate and promote the policy perspectives of
developing countries and their expectations from UNEP and tried to have them reflected in
UNEP’s policies and work programme.Xia and I forged a friendship which has endured for
more than two decades.

In a short time Xia Kunbao became one of the leaders of CPR. His statements were

heard carefully and echoed by not only representatives of developing countries but also
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developed countries. In fact Xia Kunbao redefined the parameters of relations between the
developed and developing countries along the path of dialogue and cooperation instead of
unending misunderstandings and conflict.

I joined UNEP as UN Assistant Secretary General/Deputy Executive Director in 1998
and found myself seeking advice from Xia Kunbao on UNEP’s programmatic priorities. In
1999, Dr.Klaus Toepfer, UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director and
I agreed that UNEP must benefit from his invaluable knowledge and expertise in global
environmental matters. Xia Kunbao accepted our invitation and joined UNEP in May 1999,
first as Special Adviser to the Deputy Executive Director (i.e., myself) on UNEP’s role in
addressing environmental emergencies, and later as Coordinator for Emergency Response
and Head of UNEP’s Capacity Building Branch. His numerous achievements in UNEP
include the formulation of the UNEP Strategic Framework on Emergency Prevention,
Preparedness, Assessment, Mitigation and Response, which has helped in shaping UNEP’s
vital contribution in addressing environmental emergencies, which have increased in number
and grown in intensity. His work as Head of UNEP’s Capacity Building Branch laid the
foundations for a fundamental shift from the organization’s role as being largely normative
and consensus building to one giving equal, if not greater, importance to strengthening
the capacities of developing countries to design and update their policy and institutional
responses to environmental challenges.

When UNEP decided to establish an office in Beijing in 2003, Dr. Toepfer and I decided to



appoint Xia Kunbao as UNEP’s first Representative in China and to set up the office and lead
it in its formative phase. The UNEP China Office was its first country office in the world. As
Dr.Toepfer said, “Mr.Kunbao is an icebreaker, the best Ambassador and best link between UNEP
and China”, to which I fully agree. Xia Kunbao did a commendable job in forging cooperative
linkages between UNEP and the Chinese Government, which enabled the two sides to collaborate
extensively in several important environmental fields.

Xia Kunbao’s new book is timely as its publication coincides with the increasingly
important role destined to be played by China in the efforts of the international community
to address climate change and other major environmental challenges facing our planet. I am
sure this memoir will provide many valuable lessons for the young Chinese men and women
engaged in activities related to the protection of the environment and global environmental

diplomacy.

% ‘; B
Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel

Former UN Assistant Secretary-General
Former UNEP Deputy Executive Director

Chairperson, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad , Pakistan

May 2017
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