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Names and titles

R| English family names and their meanings

How many English
family names do you
know?—listing &
discussion

1. English family names—listing

Write 10 English family names that you are
most familiar with in the first column of the
following table.

What information does this name nge you bot :
the family’s history?

Your list Your group’s list

2. Discussion

1 In groups of four, take turns to read aloud your list. While one student is reading out his/her list,
the others check to see if the names appear in their list. Once you have all reviewed your lists, work
together to decide the five English family names that are commonly known in your group. Put the
results in the second left column of the above table.

You may find the following sentences useful for your discussion.

1) Shall we start the discussion now? (Open your discussion)
2) Yes/OK.In my list, | put White first/second/third...How about you?
3) 1think, we may rank White first, because...
4) |agree/don't agree with you...
)

ol

Good, we all agree. (Close your discussion)

2 Present your group’s list to the whole class. If there are fewer than five names that you all know,
organize a class vote to select the rest from the names not mentioned by all groups. Put the final list
of names in the third column from the left.



I Names and titles

of the word or words in the name. Use an
Internet search if you are not able to guess

Family names and their for yourselves. Put the results in the final
origins——reading column of the table (Page 2).

2. What’s in a family name?

1. What can family names tell us —reading
about the history of a family? 1 Scan the text “What’s in a family name?” in
—pair e two minutes and answer the following two
questions.

Examine the family names agreed upon by
the whole class and try to work out what
each name reveals about the history of the
family by finding out the original meaning

1) What are the family names mentioned in the
passage?
2) How many of them are also listed in the class

list?

Have you ever wondered what people’s last names ) ®
mean? A long time ago, many people’s last names said 0(/ hat S ln a
something about who the person was.

Someone’s last name may once have indicated the fal I |lly

person’s job. If someone’s name was Weaver, the person’s ;
job was producing cloth. A person named Smith might

have been a blacksmith, a goldsmith, or a tinsmith, at any name .
rate someone who worked with metal. A man called Taylor
usually did a tailor’s work, making clothes, while a man
called Gardner would have worked as a gardener.

A last name could show who a person’s father was.
For example, Peterson meant Peter’s son. The word parts
Fitz-, Mac-, and O’- also meant child of: Fitzharris was
the child of Harris, MacDonald was the child of Donald,
and O’Neil was Neil’s child. Sometimes a last name is

just a first name with an -s, such as Adams, Williams, or
Andrews. This -s is in fact a lazy way of writing -’s, so
Adams means the same as Adam’s, which again means
Adam’s child or Adam’s family.

In some cases a person’s last name told us where
he lived or where he came from. Every village had
its hall, its woods and its village green. Hence three
commonplace names are Hall, Wood and Green.

You must not think, however, that every English
person can explain where his or her family name
comes from. The meanings of many English family
names have been lost in the course of time.



UNIT 1 Meeting people

2

1)

Read the text again and answer the following
questions.

Which of the following best describes the
way the passage is organized? Underline the
sentences or words and phrases in the passage
which help you make this decision.

O Comparison-contrast

O Explanation-example

0O Problem-solution

O Time sequence

In the second paragraph the author uses “may
once have indicated,” “might have been” and

“would have worked” to suggest that

Match the 16 family names below with their
meanings (as shown in the sentences). Write
down each family name in its proper place.

Goldsmith
k

This person went out in a boat to catch fish.

Morrison

Fitzgerald

| l I |

0
o
o

This family’s work was making bread and
cakes.

This person was a member of Edward’s family.

This would be Gerald’s child.

A person with this name worked in the
kitchen.

People visited this person to get their hair cut.

Someone from this family made bowls and
pots out of clay.

This person’s forefather was called Connor.

This family lived on a hill.

This man looked after a forest.

N

Morris was this person’s father.

This person was Arthur’s child.

This family owned the mill that ground corn
and wheat into flour.

This family made things with gold.

A person with this name was the son of
Thomas.

This person went out to hunt animals for food.

Classify the 16 family names into three
groups below.

Occupation

Location

Kinship



1.

1

Language work

Verbs

Define the verb say as it is used in the context
of the second sentence of the first paragraph,
i.e. many people’s last names said something
about who the person was.

Go through the text again and find three
different verbs which have meanings similar
to that of the verb say as used above. Write
them down.

You may have noticed that all three of these
words are similar to say in that they have
meanings that are connected with showing,
telling or explaining. But do you know how
to use them correctly in a sentence? Look at
the following entries from the Cambridge
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2008) and
the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English (2008), and then work out the rules
governing the use of each verb.”

say

say (GIVE INFORMATION) /ser/

verb [T] said, said

to give information in writing, numbers or signs:

My watch says 3 o'clock.

Can you read what that notice says?

[+ (that)] It says in the paper (that) they've found the man who

[+ to infinitive] It says on'the bottle to take three tablets a day

I Names and titles

show *

show (EXPLAIN) /jau/ US /fou/

verb [T] showed, shown

to explain something to someone, by doing it or by giving
instructions or examples:

[+ question word] Can you show me how to set the video
recorder?

This dictionary contains many examples that show how words

are actually used.

indicate

indicate (SHOW) /' indikeit/ /'mdakeit/

verb [T]

to show, point or make clear in another way:

Exploratory investigations have indicated large amounts of
oil below the sea bed.

[+ question word] Please indicate which free gift you would
like to receive.

[+ (that)] She indicated to me (that) she didn't want me to say
anything.

tell

W1S1 /t¢l/ v past tense and past participle told /tould/ US /tould/
1 [communicate something]

2 [show something]

see usage note say '

[ 2 > [SHOW SOMETHING] [T]

to give information in ways other than talking:

tell sb how/what/where/who etc

The light tells you when the machine is ready.

The bear's sense of smell tells it where prey is hiding.
tell sb about sth

What do these fossils tell us about climate change?

Summarize the typical patterns of the use of
each verb below. Make a sentence for each
pattern of the listed verbs.

say

tell

indicate

show




