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1. A Rarely-known Experience

1 was a successful nightclub owner and lived life in the fast lane.
Despite my religious upbringing‘fﬂ as a Roman Catholic, I had no interest
in a spiritual life because 1 didn’t believe in an afterlife. I was too busy
looking for a good time to be bothered with such things. But, this all
changed one day.

That morning several of my old friends visited my nightclub. 1
brought them in for a walk-through tour. Then we all had a big lunch at
the local restaurant and had a lot of drinks in the afternoon. I was tipsy®
as I returned to the club. Several of the club’s security personnel were
setting up the stanchions® and velvet ropes on the sidewalk in preparation
for the night’s crowd.

I walked into the front lobby and climbed the stairwell that led to the
private VIP lounge that overlooked the main level and dance floor of the
club. From my vantage point in the VIP room, I could look out over the
rest of the club and decide how the staff was performing.

My associate came to me and asked for a raise. I refused and let him
go, because I just found out that he was stealing money from our drug
deal. He began shouting and pointing a finger at me as he walked toward
me. I was so upset that I just exploded. I leapt at him with a volley of
fists, knocking him backwards. As he stumbled and fell, I plunged into
him with both hands in a death-like grip around his neck.

My instincts, fueled by rage, were murderous. As he gasped for
breath, I squeezed harder, recognizing that I could easily resolve him by
pressing my thumb further into the vulnerable spot at the center of his
throat. As I seriously contemplated@ actually murdering him, something
happened inside me that 1 didn’t expect. 1 couldn't force my thumb to
sink further into his neck.

1 was gasping for air and trying to control my breathing. My chest
seemed to be expanding and contracting more and more rapidly, but with
each expansion and contraction, less oxygen was reaching my lungs. I
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soon realized that my lungs were hyperventilating® out of control. My
sense of hearing turned inward, and I could hear my heart pounding
heavily in my chest.

I stood up and managed to walk out of the VIP room, trying
d&sperately© to catch my breath. As I was approaching the balcony
overlooking the first floor, I suddenly felt a hard push on my back, and I
lost my balance. As I began my fall to the dance floor 40 feet below, I
could see the carpet on the floor coming up to me fast. Though it was just
one or two seconds before impact, so many thoughts raced through my
mind, my wife, my daughter, and my family, as if I were in a slow
motion. I knew this was the end for me.

Then, I was surrounded by darkness, a complete darkness. How
long this darkness lasted I don't know. Then something wonderful
happened. I felt myself leaving my body. 1 was floating a few feet in the
air above my body. I saw several people busy working on my body. I was
bleeding from my mouth, nose, and ears. I also saw a trickle® of blood
underneath my body on the floor. The paramedic in my left side said, “I
can't get his blood pressure. ”

I was aware that the-skylight to the left was filled with vibrant®,
powerful light. It seemed to be calling me and pulling me toward it like a
magnet. I heard the buzzing again, and ... Whoosh! I was zooming
through the skylight. I merged with the light. I was the light, and the
light was me.

As I looked on my body with mixed feelings, I felt a pulling and
began to rise. I was traveling at a high speed upwards through the
atmosphere. As I left the atmosphere, I looked back and could see the
Earth. Such a beautiful sight! It was so brilliantly lit. As I looked ahead I
could see the planets. I thought to myself I was never told anything like
this could or would happen when I died.

Faster and faster the speed was increasing. 1 saw other star systems
and galaxies as I raced onward. I entered what seemed to be a hose of
some sort. It was long and dark. However around me I saw streaks® of
light made up of every color in the spectrum. I saw a faint light growing
brighter and brighter in the distance up ahead. As I entered the light I felt
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it all through my being. I was not afraid anymore.

Then all of a sudden I was standing before a massive set of steps.
They led up to what seemed to be a bridge or walk of some kind. In the
distance 1 saw a sight so magnificent and astounding®- a city made up of
what seemed to be glass or crystal. The lights were of many colors that
radiated from it. Never have I ever seen such a sight. I began walking
toward the city in a daze of unbelief.

I reached the front of the city and saw a double door that looked to
be about thirty feet or so in height and width. It shined as if it was
polished. As I stood there wondering, the doors began to open. I took a
step back and looked inside. I could see what appeared to be people
walking about on the inside, much like they do in a mall® here on Earth.
These people though were dressed very different. For one thing, they all
seemed to be dressed in some sort of robes® with hoods®.

I entered through the doors in amazement at what I was seeing. The
inside was massive. It seemed to be square in shape, with a balcony all
around that led down to different levels. 1 walked up and looked
downward over the balcony. It seemed to go on forever.

As I looked up I saw many passing by me, yet no one seemed to
notice me. Then as one was approaching me he suddenly stopped. He
slowly raised his head and I could see his face. He appeared to be human
in every respect but one. His eyes had no pupils! Yet they seemed to
change colors in colors of blue. His hair was snow white. I wanted to
speak but before I could he turned and pointed to a long hallway. Though
we never spoke I knew | was to go down this hallway.

Then as if nothing had ever happened, he continued on. I knew I had
to as well. Something was beckoning® me forward. I walked a long walk
down to the end of this hallway. I did not turn to the right or the left.

Again I saw before me a massive double door. It seemed to be of
some type of metal —— whether gold or not I could not tell. Suddenly the
doors opened. I heard a voice, though not as we speak, but from inside
of me it seemed to say, “Enter. ” I did as I was told and the doors shut
suddenly behind me. I was afraid for the first time. Total darkness. Total

silence.
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Then after a space of time the length of which I could not determine,
a bright light began to glow in the room. Brighter and brighter it became.
It was somewhat above me and in front of me. I tried to look but was
almost blinded from it. I held my hands up in front of me and could make
out the appearance of a figure sitting on some type of seat.

Then without warning it happened.

“What have you done with your life?” The voice penetrated® my very
being. 1 had no answer. Then to my right I saw what seemed to be like a
movie, and I was in it. I saw my mother giving me birth, my childhood
and friends. I saw everything I had ever done before my eyes. I even saw
the fight with my associate, and he pushed me down the balcony. I
looked on until the events came to an end.

I saw all the bad things I had done and all the people I had hurt. 1
had been selfish and cruel in so many ways. I was also shown how my
actions had set in motion the actions of others. I saw the results of all I
had done. I was stunned. I had never thought of my life having an effect
on the actions that friends, family, and others [ had met would take. I
felt sorry and guilty deep inside my heart.

I saw a man in his car that had ran out of gas. I stopped and gave
him a lift to a local store. 1 bought himm some gas as he had no money and
helped him get on his way. It happened about a year ago. I thought to my
self, why am I seeing this? The voice was loud and clear.

“You took no thought to help this soul and asked nothing in return.
These actions are the essence of good. ”

A vision appears. I see our world from the vantage® point of a star,
or another planet. The Earth appears as a sphere cut in half. The surface
of the planet is flat and colorless.

On one side of the half sphere, the ground is bare. No living plant
grows from the Earth. Tree branches are naked. There are no fruits, no
flowers, and no leaves. The barren® hills are obscured® behind a gray
veil®. A sun attempts to shine upon the stage, but no one pays attention
or makes a sound. Even the birds in the dead trees are silent and

motionless.
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It is a passionless place where no one rejoices at the sunrise, and no
one knows when night comes. Naked phantom®-like people stand on
what seems to be a stage. All the actors are puppets animated by an
invisible force. They move in unison and stop all at once.

The other side of the half sphere is in darkness. 1 watch it as the
darkness grows with frightening speed and covers the half sphere in
whole. No one pays attention. Now the darkness covers the sunlight, and
now it covers all the bright planets in the universe.

“This is the world with the absence of light, love, and free will,”
the voice stated. “It is the people’s choices that created the world you
have just seen. ”

With these words, the nightmarish® world begins to dissolve and is
replaced by the other half of the sphere — a place of vibrant,
breathtaking beauty. 1 perceive how the Earth, the sun, the moon, the
planets, the darkness, the light, and all forms of life — plants, rocks,
animals, and people — are interconnected. They all come from the same
source of light. Everything is united by a transparent net, or web, and
each thread® shines with great radiance. Everything pulses with the same
luminosity — a magnificent light of unparalleled brilliance.

“From the light we have come, and to the light we all shall return,”
continued the voice.

I realize now I have been standing in the middle of the two worlds.
And with this understanding, an image of the path I have been walking
appears. It is narrow and rocky; I have the sensation of losing my
balance. I grow afraid of falling into the darkened planet. With the
remembering of free will, 1 gaze@ at my invisible feet. The narrow path
changes into a wide road. The darkness is replaced by light.

Then loud and clear 1 heard the voice speak again, “You must
return. ”

1 did not want to return though. I was content to stay and longed to
stay even after the things I had seen and heard. I have so many
questions. So many things I need to know and don’t understand.

“From the light we have come, and to the light we shall all retumn,”
repeated the voice. What a joy to bathe in this incredible all-knowing, all-
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