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A Survey of Sichuan Tibetan Area
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Sichuan leetari area is the Tibetan-inhabited region within
the administrative area of Sichuan Province. It is on the plateau locating in the west and
north-west parts of Sichuan Province. It is located at 27°57°-34°21°N and 97°26'-
104°27 E. It is administratively divided into 32 counties, among which 18 are in Ganzi
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, 13 in Arba Tibetan-Qiang Autonomous Prefecture and

1 in Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture. Its total area is 249,700 square km, which is




51.49% of the total area of Sichuan Province. It has a total population of over 1,800,000
and is the second largest Tibetan area only to Tibet in our country. In the area have
inhabited for generations the nationalities of Han_ Qiang. Yi. Hui and Naxi beside the
Tibetan nationality. -

Sichuan Tibetan area is a transitional zone from the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in the
east to the (?hengdu Plain. High mountains tower aloft and rivers roll on incessantly
within this area. Lying from the east to the west are the Ming River, the Dadu River, the
Yalong River and the Jinsha River, which are famous in the world. Accompanied with big
rivers are grand and precipitous mountains. In the east part
of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is the Hengduan Mountains,
where valleys are deep and rivers roll on incessantly. The
scenes here are precipitous, g;and and miraculous.
Meanwhile, there are beautiful and peaceful natural scenic

spots. The famous ones are Jiuzhaigou, Huanglong, the

Gongga Mountains, Hailuogou and the Four-girl Mountains,
which attract people all over the world all the time. Surround-
ing them and to further places are endless mountains, dense
forests and boundless grasslands. The original sincereness and the unsophisticated
beauties contained in the nature and the humanity here make people be fascinated .The
kind and hard-working sons and daughters of Tibetans are living on this beautiful land.

During the long history, they keep on developing forward by bringing forth new ideas

and absorbing advanced culture from various nationalities around and have formed '

their unique national culture.

Tibetan culture, composed mainly of Tibetan Buddhism, is splendid. Here scrip-
ture curtains, Mani rock-piles and grand temples can be seen everywhere, which make
this land full of mystery and wonder. The temples propagate and hand down Tibetan
culture and art. A large number of the books, scriptures and paintings have recorded
the history of an ancient nationality.

Here, Tibetan farmers and herdsmen work and labour, live a peaceful and aus-
picious life, displaying the local conditions and customs with colorful national features.
Their melodious singings, passionate dances and gorgeous
garments and ornaments whole-heartedly perform an act of
the play of the big family of Chinese nationalities day by day.

In order to let the public and the media all over the
world know more about Sichuan Tibetan area, the committee
organizing The Picture Exhibition on the Local Conditions and
Customs of Sichuan Tibetan Area has sent invitations to pho-
tographérs both at home and abroad since September, 2003.
3,100 pictures of the local conditions and customs of Sichuan
Tibetan area have been sent in , out of which 146 best ones have been chosen for the
exhibition and the album going to be published. Therefore, through the dark blue cam-
era lens and through the strong and fragrant smell of printing ink, Sichuan Tibetan area,
a beautiful, colourful and miraculous land is vividly displayed on rolls of film and on

pieces of paper::--
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Autumn scenery in Jiuzhaigou, a famous scenic spot on earth
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Rainbows over the plateau
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Scenery Section
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Mountains stretch long and unbroken in Sichuan Ti-

betan area. The main ones are the Mingshan Mountains, the

Daxueshan Mountains and the Shaluli Mountains. The Sichuan

Basin is separated from the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau by the

Mingshan Mountains and the Qonglaishan Mountains. Here the extending plain and the
magnificent plateau add radiance and beauty to each other, the Xuebao Peak and the
Four-g.irl Mountains have become holy sightseeing sites for mountain-climbers, and
Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong have become a paradise yearned to visit by people all over
the world. The Gongga Mountain, the king of the mountains in Sichuan Province, rises

up at the eastern part of the Daxueshan Mountains, stretching from north to south,




surrounding which hills conceal many beautiful scenes unknown to people. From here
towards the west, there are the Zheduo Mountain, the Holy Mountain of Yala and the
Quer Mountain, the main peak of the Shaluli Mountains. All of them tower proudly into
the sky, radrating the holy light of the snowy plateau.

Rivers roll on incessantly in Sichuan Tibetan area, extremely rich in waterpower
resources and having a lot of beautiful spots. The Ming River, the Dadu River, the Yalong
River and the Jinsha River are all well-known. The Ming
River brings up the land of plenty with fertile plains. The
Dadu River joins great gorges together. The Yalong River
and the Jinsha River link high mountains and grasslands
with the beautiful scenes of bthe gorges. Here, clear waters
and pure land set each other off beautifully, accompanied
with mountain flowers, forests and endless cheerful singings
by birds. l

There is a vast expanse of grasslands in Sichuan Tibetan area. The famous
ones are the Tagong Grassland, the Longdeng Prairie, the Maoyaba Prairie, the Lata
Grassland, the Seda Grassland, the Shiqu Grassland, the Arba Grassland, the Rangtang

Grassland, the Hongyuan Grassland and the Ruoergai Prairie. On the vast grasslands

herdsmen ride with lofty sentiments, perform endlessly the romantic feelings, and dis-

play the elegant scenery that “the sky is blue, the field is vast, and cattle and sheep

emerge from under the grasses while the wind is blowing”.

In Sichuan Tibetan area, the sky is blue and clouds are pure white, which serves
as a perfect background for the holly snowy mountains, boundless forests, vast grass-
lands and herds of cattle and sheep. That there are “four seasons at a time in one
mountain and the weather is quite different in the place no more than 5 km away” is a
vivid description of the climate in Sichuan Tibetan area. Here, the unique geography

and landforms of plateau bring about unordinary scenery, com-
bining magnificence, mysteriousness and elegance together.
In spring and summer, various flowers are in full bloom.
The sweet-smelling spread from mountains to valleys, from for-
ests to grasslands. Cheerful singings and moving dances are
everywhere. In autumn, forests on mountains and in valleys are
dyed brightly and colourfully. The red maple leaves and the or-
ange tangerines send out endless poetic and pictorial flavours.
In winter, snowflakes swirl down and the land becomes white and clean. The silver
world is peaceful, holy and pure. With the icy and snowy scenes more beautiful, grander
and more miraculous than northern scenery, it looks like a paradise in fairy tales.
Sichuan Tibetan area is as beautiful as pictures all year round. Sichuan Tibetan

area is Xianggelila that everybody yearns.
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