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HEAVENLY WATER CITY
Touring Scenic Spots Around Suzhou Moat
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Suzhou, the age-old city, also called Heavenly water city, integrated with the elite of Chinese culture

and wisdom and genitss of Wu land (1 is name for aneicnt Suzhou area), has enjoyed the laudatory title

of Marvelous Spectacle under Heaven since ancient time. The remot s have brought tremendous

changes into the history. However, the Moat of Suzhou hiss ot Tost its splendor with the time passing by:
on the conrary, it draws the worldwide longing for its primitive, s

imple, grand. and peculiaf style and
features.

Now it's high time for Chinese fo fulfil its nation's rejuvenation and peaple's happiness. This year
the spaceship Shen Zhou (means divine boa in Chinese) V' traveled in the outer space along the orbit.
indicating Chinese are advancing at a fremendous pace. Under such thriving and prosperous condition,
the Chinese civilization again becomes the focus of attention all over the world by its majestic and
if

splendid, colorful and diversified charms i

¢ task for carrying out the Three Represents

thought and pushing forward the Chinese spiritual culiure to 4 higher level is to promote Chinese

civilization, display Chincse excellent Heritage, inspire the patriotic affection. and strengthen scientific
and cultural exchanges of all mankind. Upon this oceasion, the publication of this book, Heavenly Water

City -Tosring Scenic Spots of Suzhou Moat, undoubtedly medns a great event with realistic importance.

Since the Waild Heritage Conference was held in Suzhou last year, the reputation of Suzhou has
been increasingly rising. The old Suzhou city, which was praised as Orient Venice by Marco Polo some
600 years ago, is widely acclaimed again in the new century. Not long ago, one American friend of mine,
Mr. Liu Rentang, the chairman of Sino-US Cultural Exchange Promotion Association, came to Beijing
and specially propased me to accompany him to have a sightseeing of Suzhou, when we were talking
about the booming trend of the country. He said, T can't imagine, in which outlook, the old city with
over 2000 years history will show up in this new age. I'd like to introduce the new appearunce of the
historical city to American people, which is just in its full bloom." I supposed this perhaps was a good

wish of & foreigner who was expecting 1o draw on the experience from Chind's development, and

enabled the common cultural heritay

o promote the development of the whole civilization. Heavenly

Water City -Touring Scenic Spats of Suzhou Moat is such a 1extbook to make the world better understand

China and China better step into the world.

To vur admiration, it was those people over sixty who had heen participating in the compilation of
this book. They entered every comer of the moat to explore the hidden charms of the city, though they
muy have enjoyed the Ieisurable life aficr their retirement, owing to their boundless love for the great
land, best wishes for the promotion of Chinese civilization, and their abundant experiences and
knowledge. The spirit, of displaying the incamparable florid enchintment of the old ity to the public, is
also a kind of beauty contained in the moat scenery and filled with the civilized charm. Being moved

with respect, I'd like to extend them my most sincere gratitude. Of course, I'm eagerly expecting that

more such good books could be published. 1t should be known that the behavior. to offer the fine
civilization achievements 1o more people, is the most practical and civilized behavior

Liu Jianye
At the end of year 2004
in China Millennium Monurnent in Beijing
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The old Suzhou city, based on and rooted in the beautiful and rich Southern Jiangsu
Plain, is a classical water city, Such an old, majestic and normative big water city is rare in
China or even in the world, and has the unparalleled historical status and seientific value,

In 514 B.C., the powerful King of Wu, Heltl made a great strategic decision - building
Helu Grand City. He appointed the capable and magic W Zixu, to analyze the soil texture

n and observe the constellation and geomantic omen, to plan and

and water qua
implement the resolution. After several years the Grand City was finished. Now it has
been over 2,500 years. During these years, the city, experiencing numbers of natural and
human disasters, ups and downs, still remains unchanged with its framework and original
location of the Spring and Autumn Period (T70B.C.~476B.C.)

In the south of Europe, there is a water city Venice, and its specific time of rising was
about 451 A.D., which was approximately 1,000 years later than the building of Suzhou
city. When Vi
as his hometown, he named it Oriental Venice.

ctian Marco Polo saw that Suzhou was surprisingly prety, also a water city




Suzhou is surrounded and weapped by a wide and deép, magic and spectacular moat,

§ outer city river or surmpunding city river. This moat is an

with its local name
insepurable component of the city and water systém of Suzhou city. built at the same fime

with the eity itself. The moat is square in shape with 17.48 kilometers in its full length, 30-

150 meters in width, 2.5 meters of the minimum depth. At its inner sides in four directions.
§ water city sates were set, linking all rivers of 3-horizontal and 4-vertical directions.
swharfs and berths inside the city, 12 water inlets and outlets at the outer sides connecting
s extending in all directions, connecting
hing the East Sea.

25 water courses, constitute the main waterw

Taihw Lake. joining the Grand Canal, linking the Yangtze River and rea

The moat of Suzhiou was @ arand project built by ancient manpower, and also 4 solid

water barrier. 1t s just like a fude dragon, surrounding and wrapping closely and protecting

the city. Let's imagine the scene of the remote past: the broad and rolling moat was filled
with bouts and warships with a forest of masts and sails; on the city gates, the banners and
flag:

cruising with an impressive manner.

were flaunting in the air and the bugle call was heard everywhere: and the navy were

and the Five Dynastics, as the imperial’ courts

During the dgnasties of Sui, Tan

devoted the major efTorts to ecanoinic development, so irrigation works and water traffic

were rising and Mourishing then. The moat of Suzhou was greatly renovated with its

increasingly huge impact on the cconomic boorn, Along both banks of the moat: shops and

markets were close together in rows: hundréds of cargoes were hustling: # multitude of

merchants were figeking for business: commadity flow was busy and smooth. By the fime

of Ming. Qing Dynasties, the civilization of water traffic reached its golden age and the

knitting and weaving industries were growing up. Suzhou had been a prosperous busines

city, and the § gates, § passages. 3 passes, 6 wharfs of the moat were extremely active.
The numerous ports connected continuously that they could see each other through the
shart distance between them. Many piers and stone steps were built at the side of firms
and shops o that cargoes could moor and it facilitated goods on and off cargoes. The moat

of Suzhou became a hub of vast goods and talents flow, the largest center in the southern
China for commiodity exchange, import and export. and & top-ranking business port in the
cotntry

In the age of reform and apening to the autside world, the moat has been substantially
preserved and well developed. showing its unconventional and brand new outlook. The
ion. is magnificent

moat of today, reflecting the brilliance of ancient and modern civiliz
both for human vestige and natural landscape. Seeing from the sky, the river wave is like a

strip of white silk; on the moat, picturesque bridges are overlapped and boats are sailing

busily: along the moit, with the imposing buildings and unique villas, it presents us the

diversified and enchanting scenery. When traveling on the moat and touring around the
it feels like traveling in the river of the long history since the Spring and Autumn
uzhou, of terrestrial

Period. You can take in all the beawiful scenes of water city,
paradise

Suzhiou, the old city eéstablished in the Spring and Autumn Period (770B,C.-476B.C.),
a heavenly water city. experienced long years and decades, the location and base of the

city remains ummoved; the original shape and main frame remains unchanged; and it

creates a unique mircle in China and even in the world. The same magic thing is: the

moat of Suzhou has experienced great changes during thousands of years. Though its
finctions have altered, the main river body and pattern remain unmoved and unchanged,
still wrsping closely around the water city of Suzhou. A local scholar ever pointed out.
"That the heavenly water city has experienced the long history and remains unchanged,
lies in the fact that the moat surrounds the city.” The history has witnessed: The moat of
Suzhou functions as an important protector arid makes its special contribution. The moat

has protected Suzhou for thousands of years!

k. Heavenly Water City -Touring Scenic Spots of

The purpose for compiling this bo
Suzhow Moat. is 1o correet ermors and inherit the imdition, We may say. for a long time, we
did not have the correct realization and publicity for the moat: we did not see the real face
of the moat; we did not recognize that it was the relics of the Spring and Autumn Period;
we even did not know it was grand treasury. The Suzhou moat, with the long history.
silently but loyally guarded the base and root of the city. It has had direc
special historical impact on the lasting, and of the
old Suzhou city, and the building of the Wealthiest under heaven and magnificent paradise

crucial and

situation of the

conomy is prosperous. The overall

Nowadays. life is peaceful and the
country indicates: The new ecoromic development stage is coming; the framework of
large culture and large tourism is forming. and the moat of Suzhou is bound to have its
plendid era in history. We should take the responsible attitude towards the history

another s

and society, and properly develop and preserve the moat of Suzhou and continue its

splendor and honor.

The picture collection is presented to the readers in sections of Grand Moat, Curve

Waterways and Fine Ports, Flying and Scenic Bridges, and Elegant Landscape.




CPET ) Map of Pingjiang made in Sorig Dynasty




) General Picture of Watereourses made in Ming Dynasty




) Complete Map of Suzhou City tmade in Qing Dynasty
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Suzhou, a watery cityand the moat around it have come through 2500 years since
the Spring and Autumn Period(770B.C.476B.C.).The city and the meo
treasure of the country,and the miricle of the world due to their ancient remains.

are the

Stand there the Land City Gate And the Water City Gate besides the moat loftily

The castle has been towering with both Gates and strong rampart and firm foundation

which like the impregnable fortress never be destroyed. You would hear the sound of
war drum from the ancient battle ficlds if you are personally on the scene.

The wide river with fierce waves flap the rocks both sides and roll

shuttle all along The huge rock bank both sides has been suffering from thy

tidal wave.Overlook on the bank,the moat.the rampart and the City Gate can cautht in

sight
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Water city gate, gate tower, eity wall and moat 3
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Water and Land City Gates of
the Old Suzhou City

ed to the

The origin of the water and land city gates of Suzhou can be retrspe
of Zhou (514 B.C.), when Wu Zixu accepted the command
an pliin,

6th vear of King Jin
from the King of Wu Kingdom, He L0, to build a grand city in the Jia
with the perimeter of 47 i and altogether 8 water and land gates, namely, Changmen
Shemen Giate, Loumen Gate. Jiangmen Gate,

Gate, Xumen Gate. Panmen Gat
te. At that time the city wall was made of soil. In the

Pingmen Gate and Qimen €

2nd year (922A.D.) of Longde in the Posterior Liang Dynasty of the Five Dynasties

Qian Miao, the King of State Wuyue ordered to build the city wall of Suzhou with
and 4 chi (about 8 meters) in height and 2 zhang and §

bricks. The wall was 2 zhang

3 meters) in thickness, and with the inner and outer mouts and the

ar of Jianyan(1130 A.D.) in Southern Song

led and destroyed the city, whi

chi (about 8,

protrusive 'Horse Face' on it. In the 4th

e Jin from the north inva

Dynasty, the srmy o
was amended for several times afterwards. In the second year of Baoyou (1254A.D),

ang (one of old names of Suzhou used in history) District

the magistrate of Pi
added parapet walls on the city wall. In the first year of Deyou (1275A.D.). the city
was invaded by the army of Yuan, who were nomad rambling on horscback as

Mongols and didn't like setting defense by building city wall, at last the whole city




wall was ruined and razed (o the ground, Tn lth year of
Zhizheng in Yuan Dynasty (1351 AD.), the uprisings from

different places revolted agdinst Yuan Dynasty. To resist the

ings. the authority rebuilt the city wall of Suzhou and
When Zhang
Shicheng stationed in Suzhou, the city gates were added with
semi cireular enclosures between outer and inner city gates,

upris
thickened the wall and deepened the moat

also called small town outside the city gate, in favor of the
v defense. Later the city was broken by the general Xu Da and
Chang Yuchun of Ming dynasty. At the beginning of Ming
Dynasty, the wall was again repaired on 4 large seale. On the
first year of Kangxi in Qing Dynasty (1662A.D.), the provincial
governor Han Shigi rebuilt the wall with the height of 2 hang 8

chi and the parapet height of § chi. The brick wall now is
inherited from the carly Qing Dynasty. By the period of
Republic of China (1911A.D.~1949A.D.), the situation of ten
city gates of Suzhou were rough as follows:

Fengmen Gate: The inner gate crosses aver the Fengmen
Avenue (now the east end of the Shiquan Street), with the tower
which was similar to today's Panmen Gate. In 1936 Fengmen
Gate was dismantled. The water gate and inner gate were
paralleled. Later the water gate was dismantled when the outer
city river was dug in 60's of 20 century. The small town outside

the city ate was of semi-round and the outer city gate was at

the foot of Anli Bridge.

angmen Ga

> + Al the beginning of Song Dynasty, it w
blacked and if was re-opened around 1936 and the Xiangmen

Bridge was built then. At that time, in order to facilitate the

traffic afier the Xiangmen railway
Su
= the aged people recalled that no tower was rebuili for

ion was set up when the

i rilway was built, Xiangmen Gate was opened again. As

Xiangmen Gate. The Xiangmen Gate Bridge was bombed out
by Japanese plane during Anti-Japanese War in 1937, with several piers left on the river
till the end of 50's of 20 century

Loumen Gate: The water and land gates had its respective 3 sub-gates of outer, middle
and inner, and s tower was built on the inner land gate. There were open land and sluice
gates between the 3 sub gates of land gate. The 3 water sub-gates also had its sluice gates.
The small town outside the city gate was surrounding the whole water and land gates and
was @ rectangle in its shape. The towers on the top of the outer, middle and inner city gates
were dismantled about in 1948, The inner city gate and water city gate were dismantled
respectively in 1958

Qimen Gate: The inner city gate had & water city gate in its west and the tower built
above the gate, which was commaonly called Drum Building. The small town outside the

city gate is of semi-round, and had the hanging bridge outside the outer city gate. In 50's

af 20 century the tawer was dismantled. and the water city gate was also dismantled when

the sluice gate was built in 70's of 20 century,

Pingmen Gate: The ancient Pingmien gate had been blocked for long time until 192§
when the Meishu Bridge was built in order to conneet the traffic hetween the railway

station and Guangian Street. Pingmen Gate was again dredged with two parallel fall gate
holes. Pingmen Gate had neither city tower nor water gate. and was dismantled in 195§

Changmen Gate: From the picture of Picture of Bustling Suzhou during Qianlong’
reign of Qing Dynasty. we can see the inner city gate was facing 1o the Changmen Gate
Avenue (Xizhongshi of today) and had o tower, which was quite similar 1o that of Panmen
Gate. The outer city
gate was rectangular and was equipped with inner town in its inner part and two Tongzi

e was close to the hanging bridge. The small town outside the city

gates in the north and south. The southern Tongzi Gate s connecting the plice now named

Nanxin Road, the Northem Tongzi Gate connecting North Wharf. Approximately in the

war of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (1851A.D.-I864A.D.), the small town outside the
city gate was ruined and only the inner city gate and the inner town remained. In 1927
when the Works Bureau of the City Civicism Department processed its construction, the

bureau dismantled the aceessory city as well as the old narrow ity gate. And in 1934 the

bureau rebuilt the city gate imitating the Roman style architecture of Jin Gate, The rebuilt
jcles and two side paths for

Changmen Gate had three paths, the middle path for
pedestrians. The water city gate wits to the north of the inner city gate, striding the river of
X
dismantled fn 19505 and only its base left. The Julong Bridge of stone step beam, outside

as later

ang Street. It still had the wooden fence shortly affer the Liberation, which

the water gate. was rebuilt into a shiice gate at the beginning of 70's of 20th century.

Jinmen, Gate: In the period of Republic of China, to strengthen the communication of
. Nanxin Bridge was built in 1921

Guangian Street and the business area of Chang G

and Jinmien Gate was opened in 1922, Tn'the second year the Jiang-Zhe War broke out
between the warlords Qi Xievun and Lu Yongxiang, which came down to Suzhou. As the
entlemen thought it was ominous to open Jinmen Gate, they blocked it aguin and opened
the new gate, called New Changmen Gate, 60 nieters south of the old one. 1t seemed
convenient as the New Changmen Gate was straight to Jingde roud. But it was still
he improper position and height,

necessary 10 tum a camer to reach Nanxin Bridge. plus

so in 1929 the project of ré-opening Jingmen Gate started and completed in 1931 The

outside gate is siraightly connected with Nanxin Bridge: the inner linked Jingde Road in

curve way; the city gate adopted Roman style and also 3 sub-gates were set.

Xumen Gat

< also called Old Xumen Gate, 15 to the south of Wannian Bridge. In the
Warring States Period (475B.C.-221B.C.). when Lord Chunshen measured the Taihu Lake
and knew its elevation was higher than Suzhou City, then closed the water course of
Xumen Gate to avoid the catastraphe of flooding. Xumen Gate had no water gate ever
since. The inner town of Xumen Gate was at Baihuazhou, and its small town outside the
city gate was a trapezoid. To people's surprise, the outer city gate was facing to the south
instead of the west, It probably was because the ancient wanted 1o avoid the direct impact
of wars. Maybe it was safer doing so but brought inconvenience for passing in and out:
Walkers had to pass Xueshi Street, entered the small town outside the city gate from the
inner city gate, and walked south out of the outer city gute, then walked hundreds steps
north along the river, finally could réach Wannian Bridge,

Panmen Gate: The water and land gates were paralleled, and there were two water

gates and two land gates. Between the two lund a reetangular small town.

Formerly the land gate had s tower, which was destroyed in the Anti-Japanese War
(1937A.D-1945A.D.). The tower of today was re-built in 1986 to welcome 2500th
anniversary of the establishment of the city. Panmen Gate is the most intact water and land
aute preserved from ancient time. 1t was the only und valuuble site example for water and
land gates of Sitzhou,







