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Preface

Dominic Ponsford

has been said that the duty of a journalist is to report the news
:[ tand raise hell - and this is a description which could apply to many
of the journalists who feature in this book
They exist on their wits, are craven to no-one and report the news without
fear or favour. They don’ t go looking for trouble — but embrace it when it
comes, because the definition of a good news story is often one which
someone in power does not want published
Fach journalist interviewed in this book brings different talents to the
job.
Andrew Gilligan won the top British journalism prize in 2007 — British Press
Awards Journalist of the Year - for a devastating series ol articles
cataloguing the financial misdeeds of the office of London Mayor Ken
lLivingstone.
He was able to use patience and hard work to forensically dissect publicly
available financial documents and turn them into brilliant stories
Nick Davies has won plaudits for fearlessly using investigative journalism
to expose allegations of malpractice among British journalists themselves.
Evan Davis is widely loved by the British public for his ability to make
complex economic issues easy to understand. And Christina Lamb has shown
astonishing courage to report from the frontline of danger spots around the
world.
All the journalists in this book show different aspects of the professionalism
of British journalists

Professionalism is not a word which all British journalists would use.
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some would rather refler to themselves as  “hacks’ a sell=deprecating
term to indicate that they see their job as a trade far more than =
profession.

But most British journalists are motivated hy a higher purpose - by the
desire to ind out what is going In the world and tell the truth about it
to the public.

What higher purposc could there be - hecause without honest journalism how
can local councils, central government, commerce and the police function
efficiently?

Good journalists ensure that public officials are kept honest and good
Journalism can be the glue which holds a society together and the grease
which smooths the cogs ol progress by allowing all to make well-informed
decisions.

In Britain we have well over 20 national newspapers, around &0-regional
dailies, 1300 local weekly newspapers and a growing number of  news
websites.

Sadly the profession of journalism is going through tough times in the LK
hecause of an cconomic downturn and increased competition for readers rom
new digital sources of entertainment.

But this country still has a vibrant frec press and 1 am sure thal is a
strong part ol why it has continued to be a prosperous and largelv peaceful
nation which, by international standards, is remarkably [Iree of public
corruption.

Cul Ying has assembled a stellar cast comprising some of Britain’ = greatest
Journalists [or her latest book.

Their words should provide a master class for anyone who is serious about

pursuing that most noble of callings — journalism.
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