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1. Buckingham Palace ( ZEt¥E€:XE )

Besides being the official London residence of the Queen, Buckingham Palace is also the busy
administrative headquarters of the monarchy' and has probably the most famous and easily recognizable
facade of any building in the world. It has a total of 52 bedrooms, 78 bathrooms and 92 offices.

The Palace is a working building and the centerpiece of Britain’s constitutional monarchy?. It
houses the offices of those who support the day-to-day activities and duties of the Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh® and their immediate family. The Palace is also the venue for great Royal ceremonies,
State visits and Investitures®, all of which are organized by the Royal Household’.

Buckingham Palace has served as the official London residence of Britain’s sovereigns® since 1837.
It was originally a townhouse built by John Sheffield’, the Duke of Buckingham, and a friend of Queen
Anne®. In 1703 she granted him the land—at the corner of St James’s Park and Green Park—on which
the Palace now stands’. It was first known as Buckingham House.

Part of the land was once a mulberry'® garden, planted by James 1. Today the 40-acre secluded"!
garden contains specimen shrubs'?, trees and a large lake. Eight to nine thousand people visit it during
the annual garden parties.

George I1I'* liked Buckingham House, and, wanting a London residence, bought it in 1762,
for £28,000. He renamed it Queen’s House and gave it to his wife, Charlotte'*. Many of their children
were born at the house.

It took George IV'®, on becoming King in 1820, and John Nash'®, Surveyor-general17 to George IV
when he was Prince Regentls, many years to turn the house into a sumptuous’® palace. Both had the
experience: George IV was the instigator”®, and Nash the architect, of Brighton Pavilion®!, which is the
monument to excessive architecture®.

Parliament®> granted George IV £150,000 for the rebuilding. A thousand workmen were hired to
face the exterior with Bath stone?* and add new rooms on the western side. Nash demolished® the
North and South wings and rebuilt them. He constructed Marble
Arch as a grand entrance to the enlarged courtyard.

As work continued, Nash let his costs run away with him?,
and Parliament complained. Joseph Hume, an English politician
and reformer fighting for financial retrenchment?’, said, “The

Crown of England®® does not require such splendor. Foreign

countries might indulge in®® frippery’®, but England ought to = .
pride herself on her plainness and simplicity®'.” The Buckingham Palace: ¢ HEslUE
Nevertheless, elegance reigned32, and the rooms, which today are known as the State and
semi-State Rooms*? remain virtually unchanged since Nash’s time.
The rooms contain much of the furniture and works of art that were originally made for Carlton

House®* (George IV’s London home when he was Prince). English Regency furniture and Sévres
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porcelain vie for attention® in the Green Drawing Room along with silk covered walls and a coved and
gilded ceiling®. Curving marble staircases and large mirrors add to the Palace decor’’.

The Picture Gallery, the length of two tennis courts®®, was designed by Nash to display paintings
by Rembrandt®®, Rubens®, Canaletto*' and others. The Marble Hall, clad*? in Italian marble, was built
by Nash as a sculpture gallery. Its 137 feet contain sculptures purchased by George IV. Among them are
three groups by Antonio Canova®.

Nash’s extravagance*can be seen in the red silk walls of the State Dining Room and the gold walls
and cut glass chandeliers that dominate the White Drawing Room® (look for the Royal family’s secret
door). Treasures in the opulent Blue Drawing Room™, include the Table of the Grand Commanders, made
of Sévres porcelain and once belonging to Napoleon.

The monarchs’ thrones*’ are located in the scarlet® and gold
Throne Room® used for formal photographs. The thrones are
placed beneath a canopy with gold capitalled pilasters on either
side and are presided over by a proscenium arch supported by a
pair of winged figures of Victory holding garlands™.

The Music Room, on the garden front of the Palace, has
seen the christening of Queen Elizabeth’s children®. It’s also
where guests are presented during a state visit and receptions

The Buckingham Palace (14D

are held. George IV planned it as his library.

Unfortunately, George IV died before he could move in and enjoy the remodeled building. William
IV ascended to the throne®* in 1830. Nash was fired for his extravagance, and Edward Blore®® was hired
in his place to finish the Palace. Work continued, but William IV disliked the place and never moved in.
The bills amounted to £700,000 by the time Queen Victoria was crowned in 1837. When she moved in,
Buckingham Palace became, for the first time, the official London residence of Britain’s sovereigns.

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert’s®
short of bedrooms for guests. More building followed. Marble Arch was moved to the northeast corner
of Hyde Park® to make room for a fourth wing that turned the Palace into a quadrangle®.

rapidly expanding family needed nurseries. The Palace was

There wasn’t a room large enough for grand entertainments”’, so in 1853~1855, Queen Victoria
ordered the Ballroom®® built. 122 feet long, 60 feet wide and 45 feet high, it is, today, used for many
events such as the State Banquet, the Diplomatic Reception, and memorial concerts®. This is the site of
Investitures®®, where the Queen presents the recipients of British honours with their awards®’.

It was after Queen Victoria’s death that the Palace metamorphosed® into today’s familiar landmark. The
present graveled forecourt and the wrought iron and bronze gates were added in 191 1%, A memorial statue to
Queen Victoria, flower gardens, and a new road layout were completed. The memorial statue is topped by the
gilded figure of Victory, and Queen Victoria is surrounded by the figures of Charity, Truth and Justice. In
1913 the deteriorating stone on the east front was replaced by Sir Aston Webb with gray Portland stone™.

During World War TI a chapel, converted by Queen Victoria from Nash’s conservatory, was bombed®.
Prince Philip oversaw® its rebuilding as the Queen’s Gallery, home to collection of art from the Royal
Collection. The Gallery, currently in the process of renovation, was reopen in 2002 for the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee®”. Now there is a new Doric Portico®® entrance in the Greek classical style and new interior spaces and
galleries. For the first time Buckingham Palace has a coffee bar.
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Although Buckingham Palace is furnished and decorated
with priceless works of art that form part of the Royal
collection, one of the major art collections in the world today,
it is not an art gallery and nor is it a museum. Its State Rooms % 24
form the nucleus of the Working Palace and are used regularly g%‘:‘ AL

by the Queen and members of the Royal family for official and “ vy ' QY 4 »
State entertaining®. The 19 State Rooms at the palace are m— L L
lavishly” furnished with some of the greatest treasures from The Buckingham Palace (€80
the Royal Collection—paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, Vermeer’!, Poussin’?, Canaletto and Claude73;
sculpture by Canova and Chantrey™; exquisite examples of Sévres porcelain; and some of the finest
English and French furniture in the world.

Buckingham Palace is one of the world’s most familiar buildings and more than 50,000 people visit
the Palace each year as guests to banquets, lunches, dinners, receptions and the Royal Garden Parties.

Since 1660, Household Troops™ have guarded the Sovereign and the Royal Palaces. The Queen’s Guard
usually consists of Foot Guards in full-dress uniform of red tunics and bearskins’. The Changing of the Guard
takes place in the forecourt of Buckingham Palace at 11:30 every day in summer, every other day in winter,
and lasts about 45 minutes. The New Guard marches to the Palace from Wellington Barracks with a Guards
band”’, the Old Guard hands over in a ceremony during which the sentries’® are changed and then returns to
barracks. The New Guard then marches to St James’s Palace leaving the detachment at Buckingham Palace”.

During the summer months when the Queen is hanging out® in Scotland, it is possible to visit the state
rooms at Buckingham Palace. Visitors are allowed access by and organized tour to some areas of the Palace.
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2. The Houses of Parliament ( ZEIE2SXE )

The Houses of Parliament, otherwise known as the Palace of Westminster, stands on the site where
Edward the Confessor' had the original palace built in the first
half of the eleventh century. In 1547 the royal residence® was
moved to Whitehall Palace®, but the Lords* continued to meet
at Westminster, while the Commons® met in St Stephen’s
Chapel®. Ever since these early times, the Palace of
Westminster has been home to the English Parliament, which is
one of the oldest representative assemblies’ in the world.

In 1834 a fire broke out which destroyed much of the old
palace, all that remained was the chapel crypt®, the Jewel Tower

The House of Parliament ([H£&KEH)

and Westminster Hall. It was Lord Melbourne’, the Prime Minister, who saved the great hall by arranging for
the fire engines to be brought right into the hall'® and personally supervising the fire fighting operation.

The magnificent Gothic Revival'' masterpiece we see today was built
between 1840 and 1888; this was the work of Charles Barry12 who designed
the buildings to blend with nearby Westminster Abbey'>. The two imposing'*
S towers, well known landmarks in London, are the clock tower, named after its

thirteen ton bell called Big Ben'’, whose famous deep chimes can be heard
daily on BBC radio, and Victoria tower'®, on whose flag pole the Union Jack!’

flies when parliament is sitting'®. Much of the Victorian detail of the interior

e
e Y
o Ll

Ll was the work of Barry’s assistant Augustus Pugin'.
Big Be

(R Entrance to Westminster Hall is permitted only as part of a guided tour,
otherwise it can be viewed from St Stephen’s porch above. The hall measuring 240 feet by 60 feet has
an impressive hammerbeam roof of oak®! and is one of the most imposing medieval halls in Europe. In
this noble setting? coronation banquets® were held until 1821. It was used as England’s highest court
of law until the nineteenth century and it was here that Guy Fawkes was tried for attempting to blow up
the House of Lords®* on 5th November 1605. The statue of Oliver Cromwell*®, which stands outside the
hall, reminds us it was here in 1653 that he was sworn in as Lord Protector?.

The route to the Upper and Lower Houses takes you through the huge wooden doors into St
Stephen’s hall. The vaulted ceiling and murals®’ were designed by Barry to replicate the medieval
chapel®® where the Commons met until 1834. From here you are ushered into the well-known octagonal
Central Lobby?®, whose tiled walls are inscribed with Latin mottos®’. This is the central meeting place
where constituents can meet or “lobby” their Members of Parliament®. It is from here that you will be
shown your direction either to the House of Lords or Commons.

The House of Lords

The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Houses of Parliament. Decorated in scarlet
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and gold it has all the grandeur®> one would expect in this chamber. This is where Her Majesty the
Queen™ comes to open Parliament each November. Placed beneath a regal canopy™*, the gold throne
which dominates the house is where the Queen sits to deliver the traditional opening speech. The Lord
Chancellor™ sits opposite, on the famous woolsack®®. This is a large scarlet cushion filled with wool*’, a
tradition dating back to the Middle Ages when wool was England’s largest export.

House of Commons

In 1941 an incendiary bomb®® destroyed the House of Commons. A reconstruction of Barry’s original
design for the house, taken from St Stephen’s chapel®’, the Commons old meeting place, was completed in
1950. The seating arrangement in the house is reminiscent of choir stalls®’, the members of the cabinet*!
sit on the front benches while opposition senior members sit directly opposite. The distance between the
benches marked out on the floor in red lines, is exactly two sword lengths and one foot apart. Members are
not allowed to cross these lines, thus ensuring that debates are kept orderly. In the centre of the floor
stands the Table of the House*, on which the mace® is placed at the start of each parliamentary sitting;
this is the speaker s scepter*. The speaker of the house presides over sittings, keeping order®

The House of Commons has taken over nearby buildings as its functions and staff have increased. These
include the Norman Shaw North Buﬂdlngs and 35~37 Parliament Street, renamed the Parliament Street
Building in 1991. A new Parliamentary building, designed by Michael Hopkins®’, was completed in August 2000.

NOTES
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3. Tower Bridge of London ( & B /£ 5% #&4F )

Tower Bridge of London, the only crossing bridge over the Thames' in London, gained its name
because of its location near to the Tower of London. It
is sometimes misunderstood as London Bridgez, e
which is actually in the upper reaches of the current & i L IR, {
Tower Bridge of London. Opened in 1894, Tower ‘/
Bridge of London has become one of the symbols of
the city of London. Over 100 years ago, the Victorians
built this bridge. High level walkways were built to [
allow people. to cross the Thames whilst’ the Bridge ?’ T
was lifted to let tall ships come through. —

Design

Tower Bridge of London was conceived® and built during the 1870s, 80s and 90s. It encapsulated®
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Tower Bridge of London ({&3(#4)

the struggle between the artist architect and the engineer, between a concern for history and the
application of modern building technology. In the second half of the 19th century increased commercial
development in the East End of London led to a requirement for a new river crossing downstream of
London Bridge6. However, a traditional bridge could not be built because it could cut off access to the
port facilities situated at that time in the Pool of London’, between London Bridge and the Tower of
London. A tunnel beneath the Thames, the Tower Subway, was opened in 1870, but it could only
accommodate pedestrian traffic®.

Therefore, it was necessary to build a bridge downstream from London Bridge without disrupting
river traffic activities. To get as many ideas as possible, the “Special Bridge or Subway Committee”
was formed in 1876 to find a solution to the river crossing problem. It opened the design of the new
crossing to public competition. Over 50 designs were put forward for consideration, some of which you
can see if you visit the Tower Bridge Exhibition. However, it was not until 1884 that a design submitted
by Horace Jones, the City Architect, was finally approved.

Jones’ design was for a bascule bridgeg, 244 metres in length with two towers, each 65 metres high,
built on piers'’. The central span of 61 metres between the towers is split into two equal bascules, which
can be raised to an angle of 83 degrees to allow river traffic to pass through''. Although each bascule
weighs over 1,000 tons, they are counterbalanced to minimize the force and time required to raise them,
and they can be raised in under one minute. The original hydraulic raising mechanism was powered by
pressurized water stored in six accumulators. Water was pumped into the accumulators by steam
engines'2. Although the bridge is raised today electrically, the original steam engines are preserved as a
visitor attraction.

Construction

The construction of the bridge started in 1886 and it took 8 years, 5 major contractors'® and the
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