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The Emerging Chinese Landscape Architecture Design
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With the unprecedented urbanization and housing market development in China in the past
twenty years, the landscape design, as a profession, has emerged from obscurity to prosperity.
Five years ago, landscape and landscape design, are very foreign words to most Chinese. Now
they have become so popular that top landscape schools have expanded ten folds of their sizes to

cope with the demand.

Although the landscape design is still a young profession (about 100 years) internationally, it has
been regarded as one of the highest arts because of its specialization and integrative nature, as
well as its ability to enhance the well-being for people. Today, the landscape design has become
not only a recreation of traditional gardens, but also a wholistic approach that combines social,

economic, and ecological factors into the solution for a better environment.

As one of the first foreign companies that entered China market, L&A has obtained some expe—
rience and understanding of the Chinese landscape design. This book represents a collection of
major works of L & A in the past five years, and a summary of its search for its own language and

techniques that deals with the challenges presented on this land.

One of the ideas is that landscape must play a crucial role in the entire process of the design,
from the planning stage to the design and to the construction. This contrasts with the perception
that landscape are merely elaborate water feature designs or tree planting when architecture finishes.
We believe that landscape must participate the entire process of the project in order to find the best
solution for the site. Also, wé present here our design philosophy summarized as L.E.A.D. The
central idea of L.E.A.D, as illustrated in the examples in the book, is to search for a language that

is modern, Chinese and local.

In the process of the unprecedented urban and economic development, landscape design, as a
profession, has undertaken the task of repairing the wounds of our living environment, and healing

the souls that search for harmony with nature.”

As one of the earliest overseas returnee, Bo Li (one of the founders of L&A) and his colleagues
have an inherent interest in the balance between a rapid economic growth and a healthy environment.

It is both a challenge and an opportunity.

The 21st century is the era that China will create its own landscape masters, and make its own

marks in its vast landscape. L & A feels fortunate to be able to operate at such an exciting time.

L&A
July, 2005
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