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PREFACE

Associate Professor Wen Liu took the Montessori Teacher Preparation of
Washington training course in 1994 and spent several months as an intern
in our school. Upon visiting her twice in Liaoning Normal University, 1
found that she had established fine Montessori schools based on the pri-
mary Montessori Spirit’s model of : a. Full set of Montessori equipment

b . Three - six age group

The third standard is the requirement of having a certified Montessori
teacher in the classroom. Since there is no accredited Montessori training
program in Dalian, the teachers were not certified; however, they were
doing well in her schools. It is our dream that an accredited Montessori
course can begin in DaLian in the near future.

The Montessori philosophy of education is not new, having been given to
us by Dr. Maria Montessori in 1907 when her first school began in Italy.
It is interesting that her concepts of education, even though they began in
“the west.” have not been kept pure even in Italy, nor have they flour-
ished there. Some people may criticize the Montessori method as being es-
sentially “western”, but I consider her concepts of education to be uni-
versall She discovered, by observation, that young children learn best
through their senses rather than through paper and pencil work. When
these children learn in this way, they can proceed at an amazing pace to
reach their full protential! They love to use the sandpaper globes to find
all of the continents. They truly love to leamn because they can touch,
see, smell, hear and taste as their whole body can move about freely .
The montessori method of education is comprehensive in that it integrates

all of knowledge to be used by young children with concrete materials.



-2 EepAHIILEFTLRE LN

Then they fly to the abstraction. When our children leave for public edu-
cation, they are often considered “gifted” by their teachers. I believe that
Montessori children are creative young children who are able to reach their
full potential.

It is my hope that this introduction to Montessori philosophy by Associate
Professor Liu will provoke more interest in this “new” method of education
in China.

Sincerely

WM

Director, Montessori Teacher Preparation of Washington
Seatle, U.S. A
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