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1. Britain Before the Roman Conquest
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CHAPTER ONE

Ancient Britain

[= K vl NP I

1. Britain Before the Roman
Conquest

Scholars do not know when the first people
arrived in what is now Britain. But they do know
that there were people living on the British Isles
about 10,000 years ago. Scientists believe that
the sea was lower at that time, and what is now
the island of Great Britain was part of the Euro-
pean mainland. '

These people of the British Isles built large
monuments with stones. Scholars believe they
built the monuments for religious purposes or as
astronomical calendar. The most famous among
the monuments, called Stonchenge, was built
more than 3,000 years ago, and now still stands
near Salisbury. This huge monument tells us that
these people were quite intelligent and skilful,
and they knew how to organize themselves to do
great work together.
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Chapter One Ancient Britain

HRAFIR

Then about 700 BC, the Celts came across
the channel to the British Isles. The Celts were a
great people who lived in much of western and
central Europe at the time. They defeated the
natives of the islands and made them members of
their tribes. The Celts worshiped nature gods
through priests called Druids. They used iron and
knew how to make it.

The Celts also made woolen cloth, which
they dyed bright colors. Their language, Celtic,

was the earliest known language in what is now
Britain. A form of Celtic called Brythonic was
spoken throughout the island of Great Britain. -
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2. The Roman Conquest
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2. The Roman Conquest 55K
In 55 BC, the great Roman general Julius NICHI 55 &, BORHMER

Caesar sailed across the English Channel with  #f {SBEMRB S5, F—TH+
10,000 men after he had conquered Gaul (whatis S FEER G, XKABKHEMY
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Chapter One Ancient Britain
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and retu med to Rome before
long.

About 90 years later, in
43AD , the Roman emperor
Claudius invaded Britain again.
In the next decades, the Ro-
mans defeated the Celtic tribes
without great difficulty,
completely conquered the south-
ern part of the island of Great
Britain, including present-day
England and Wales. But they
were never able to completely
defeat or control what is now Scotland.

The Romans made the part of the island
under their control a province of their huge em-

and

pire, called Britannia, ruled by Roman gover-
nors. They built camps throughout the land.
Towns sprang up around the camps. Many of
them are now important cities: Gloucester,
Worcester, Chester, Winchester and others. All
these names are formed from the Roman word
castra, which means an armed camp. The Ro-
mans built roads to connect the camps. The
greatest of these roads led mostly to London,
which began to develop as a port city. The Ro-
mans also built walls and forts across northern
England to protect the province from the war-
like tribes of Scotland. The most famous of
the walls was Hadrian’s Wall, named after the
Emperor Hadrian. It was built in the 120s AD
and ran from Solway Firth to the mouth of the
River Tyne, the narrow part of the island of
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2. The Roman Conquest
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Great Britain.

During the Roman period, Christianity
came to England. A number of things with
Christian symbols on them that date from the
4th century AD have been found in various
places in England.
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CHAPTER TWO

Anglo-Saxon England
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1. The Germanic Invasions

After nearly four centuries of occupation,
the Romans left England in the early 5th century
to help defend Rome against barbarian invaders.
With the Romans gone, Germanic people who
lived along the North Sea began to invade Britain
in the middle of the 5th century. The invaders
were worriers and sailors. They belonged to three
main tribes — the Angles, the Saxons and the
Jutes. All three tribes spoke their own Germanic
dialect, but they probably understood one anoth-
er. Together, the three tribes are called Anglo-
Saxons.

By the end of the 6th century, they had
occupied nearly all of southern and eastern
Britain. The Celts, though they had brave leaders
like King Arthur, were wholly defeated. They
were pushed back into the mountains of Wales
and Scotland and across to Ireland, where their
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