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Girls of Summer

Girls blush, sometimes, because they are alive, half wishing
they were dead to save the shame.
— Elizabeth Barrett Browning

AHE, *EFERGER, ERAAMNEESH.
—FWSE - HHT

W e lived on the banks of the Tennessee River, and we
owned the summers when we were girls. We ran wild
through humid summer days that never ended but only
melted one into the other. We floated down rivers of
weekdays with no school, no rules, no parents, and no
constructs other than our fantasies®. We were good girls,
my sister and I. We had nothing to rebel against. This was
just life as we knew it, and we knew the summers to be
long and to be ours.

The road that ran past our house was a one-lane rural
route. Every morning, after our parents had gone to
work, I'd wait for the mail lady to pull up to our box.
Some days I would put enough change for a few stamps
into a mason jar lid and leave it in the mailbox. I hated
bothering mail lady with this transaction®, which made
her job take longer. But I liked that she knew that
someone in our house sent letters into the outside world.

I liked walking to the mailbox in my bare feet and
leaving footprints on the dewy grass. [ imagined that
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feeling the wetness on the bottom of my feet made me a
poet. 1 had never read poetry, outside of some Emily
Dickinson. But I imagined that people who knew of such
things would walk to their mailboxes through the morning
dew in their bare feet.

We planned our weddings with the help of Barbie
dolls and the tiny purple wild flowers growing in our side
yard. We became scientists and tested concoctions® of
milk, orange juice, and mouthwash. We ate handfuls of
bittersweet chocolate chips and licked peanut butter off
spoons. When we ran out of sweets to eat, we snitched®
sugary Flintstones® vitamins out of the medicine cabinet.
We became masters of the Kraft macaroni® and cheese
lunch, and we dutifully called our mother at work three
times a day to give her updates on our adventures. But
don’t call too often or speak too loudly or whine® too
much, we told ourselves, or else they'll get annoyed and
she’ll get fired and the summers will end.

@ fantasy [ 'fentasi,'fentozi] n. %748, G @

@ transaction [ tren'zekfon] n. AR, &E, MR, ¥4

@ concoction [ kan'kokfon] n. R4, AA, A

@ snitch [ snit[] v. 4

() Flintstone [ 'flintstoun] n. ®HAFE 284+ (BF
ARG I L REET R RMR) ,

® macaroni [ mzka'rouni] n. [4] Bo &, HETFFH

@ whine [ (h)wain] v. #%8&, F&, X5
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First Love

First love is only a little foolishness and a lot of curiosity.
— George Bernard Shaw

WARE— KKK H R F FHT —F M

She was my first and foolish love. In the half-light of the
morning I lay awake waiting for her quiet, almost silent
feet to come down the hallway, for her scent — curious
mixture of honey and peach to part the thick air outside
my room filled with the lonely smells of young men living
away from home. She would pause outside my door for a
moment to put on her slippers before climbing the two
steps down into the kitchen, and my foolish imagination
would swell with the shadowy silhouette of her lingering
by my door, a phantom more real than anything I could
have seen with my open eyes. Every morning, 1 waited
like that, for the circles of azure and gold and auburn® to
gather like clouds inside my closed eyelids as I felt her
steps down the hallway over my body, and for the clouds
to burst suddenly and reveal her large and limpid eyes
framed with demure® lashes, the ghost of a smile on her
bud-like lips. Stretching out my arms toward the naked
light bulb, my eyes still closed, I would cry out love and
agony, muted by my blanket I love you more than you will
ever know, your image will be a fever that will last a
lifetime in my brain, your name a poem heard deep, deep
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inside my ears, and I will tremble with tenderness and
desire for you at a mere imagined touch of your hand,
always.

And now she was sifting in front of me, no longer a
phantom, stirring slowly her cup of coffee into which she
had carefully dropped two cubes of sugar the minute
before , the movement of her hand deliberately and grossly
delicate. Into the poorly lit corners of the plush hotel
lounge seeped® in music, a famous violin melody with a
great deal of weeping on the E-string, as impeccably®
made-up waitresses in fluttering handboks® of magenta
and blue floated down the aisles carrying trays of fruity
cocktails.

The coarseness of her age shocked me. I noticed the
powder on her face, spread generously and glistening now
in the damp wrinkles of her skin. I saw her no longer bud-
like lips, and knew without having to look that they would
leave a smear on the white porcelain of her coffee cap that
she would try surreptitiously© to wipe off when she
thought that I was not looking. The new shirt under my
favorite suit derided® me as I searched her face hopelessly
for some faint echo, for an almost undetectable shadow of
the girl whose steps had followed me into my new life in
America and lulled me to sleep every night of these
twenty-five odd years, the girl whose smile I greeted in
the morning on my wife’s pale and lovely face.
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@ auburn ['otben] n. FHE a4 kBB

@ demure [ di'mjus] a. BEH

@ seep [sizp] v. Bk, R

@ impeccably [im'pekabli] ad. 784k, T £

® handbok [ henbok] n. #R

® sumeptitiously [ sarop'tifosli] ad. W3, HFM,
et BB

@ deride [ di'raid] ve. W%, 9L




