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A Dossier on the Author

Name: Gao Zhanxiang

Nom de plume: Luo Ding, Gao Xiang

Date and place of Birth: Nov. 7th 1935, Haojiafu Village,

Tongxian County, Beijing

Education: Pitifully deprived of college education in youth,
luckily named as an expert in old age—1 had no chance to
study in institutes of higher education, but unexpected-
ly, old as I am, I become a professor in famous universi-
ties such as Peking University.

Life experiences: Child labor in the “Old society”, upright
young man in the “New Societ}.r”, “counter-revolutiona-
ry” during the “Cultural Revolution”, and “Minister
Gao” after rehabilitation.

Identity: Poet, calligrapher and so on.

Positions in the past: Vice-president of All-China Youth
Federation, Secretary of the Communist Youth League
Central Committee, Secretary of Party Committee of He-
bei Province, Executive Vice-Minister of Culture, Secre-
tary of Party Leadership Group of China Federation of
Literary and Art Circles, and member of standing com-
mittee of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence.

Present positions: Chairman of Chinese Culture Promotion
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Society, Chairman of China Work Committee for Celebri-
ties, Director of Art Evaluation Committee of the Minis-
try of Culture, and Honorary Chairman of China Ball-
room Dancing Federation.

Interests and Hobbies: Poetry, calligraphy, Chinese tradi-
tional opera, music, dancing, painting, photography,
and magic. I also played ping-pong when young, and ob-
tained a certificate and badge for National Athlete
Grade 3.

Motto: Learning is the cornerstone of life, and struggle is

the life-belt of fate.

Achievements: Initiator of nation-wide campaigns including

Five Emphases and Four Beauties (norms advocated in
the campaign to build socialist ethics), Construction of
Cultural Centres Along China’s Border Areas, Be of
Good Moral Standing and Artistic Achievement, Ten-
Thousand-Mile Travels for Collecting Material of Artistic
Composition, Morning Glow Project, Mountain Flower
Project.

Among the first to combat “extreme leftism” as expressed
by using Great Criticism to Open a New Path and Rid-
ding Poisonous Weeds, and advanced the Idea of Wate-
ring Flowers, Idea of Fine Adjustments, Idea of Cultural
Market, and Idea of Cultural Industry; appealed to shift
from “militant philosophy” to “constructive philosophy” ;
expounded on the new cultural concept of “Cultural Pow-
er”’; advocated “Spiritual Power” and stated that the

spiritual power was the king of national power; launched



the drive of New Folk Songs and held up the flag of “Ori-
ental Renaissance”.

Works: 73 anthologies of poetry, lyrics, academic papers,
calligraphy, painting and photography; 29 individual ex-
hibitions of calligraphy, painting and photography in Ja-
pan, Hongkong, Macao, Beijing, Shanghai, and Guang-
zhou; four reading and singing performances of poetry,
and calligraphy collected by over 30 countries. Two of
my huge scrolls of calligraphy, An Ode to Peace and An
Ode to Astronautics, which soared into space with
Shenzhou VI and Shenzhou V[ Spacecraft.

Awards: Dozens of awards like Social Commitment Award
for Chinese Writers, Lifelong Achievements Award for
World Chinese Descendants, and World Laurel Poet.
Just forget all about it. The sea of learning is boundless,
and I need to work even harder.

Family: “Five-virtue” family. Lin Xiuzhen, wife, a Model
Worker of Beijing and a National Women Pace-setter,
has undertaken all household chores to support my study
and work. Gao Fei, son, and Gao Qing, daughter, both
of whom are good citizens without ever causing trouble.

Pet Phrase; With the cultivation of the Party and the peo-
ple, a child labor became a Minister against all expecta-

tions.
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